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“VIVA CRISTO REY”

A Little Bit of Patriotism
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Saint Jose,
Littlest soldier of Christ,
whose last bloody steps
brought you to the arms
of our Lady and our
Lord.
Keep healthy and strong
the steps of our Lord’s
soldiers who remain
here on earth,
so that they may have
your strength to endure
and preserve to the end.
Amen
Viva Cristo Rey!
Saint Jose Sanchez Del
Rio,
Pray for the Patriotic
Degree of the Knights
of Columbus

From Master of the Fourth Degree, PSD Richard
Espinosa
“For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy
your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another.”
--Galatians 5:13
Brothers and Families, we have come to the end of another fraternal year. We will be celebrating
Independence Day on July 4, 2019; this will be our 243rd year of celebration. Independence Day is family
celebrations with picnics and barbecues showing a great deal of emphasis on the American tradition of political
freedom. I want to thank Knights of the Patriotic Degree for serving our church, communities, sanctity of life
true religious liberty and the Color Corp who carried the sword to defend our church, priests, and country.
New Mexico Knights of Columbus Assemblies regularly recognize those who serve and protect their fellow
citizens; police officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians and other key figures in our community.
On June 22, 2019 a Fourth Degree Exemplification was held in Las Cruces New Mexico and 22 new Sir
Knights were brought into the Patriotic Order of the Knights of Columbus. I want to thank Assembly 3330 St.
Michael the Archangel, Assembly Faithful Navigator Ricky Medina, Council 17083 Immaculate Heart of Mary
and Council Grand Knight Jimmy Beasley for working together making it a very successful Patriotic Degree.
The exemplification brought our total membership of 159 new Sir Knights for the Fraternal Year 2018-2019.
Thanks to every Sir Knight who had a part of this year’s success. I want to personally thank Sir Knight Frank
Melo for dedicating his time in writing our Knights of Columbus Newsletter.
Brothers lets continue growing the patriotic degree this new fraternal year.
“Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God”
-1 Peter 2-16
“VIVA CRISTO REY”
Richard Espinosa
MFD
New Mexico
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Master of the Fourth Degree
Richard Espinosa
505-796-2208

Fourth Degree Exemplification - June 22, 2019
St. Michael the Archangel Assembly 3330 - Las Cruces, New
Mexico

coachespi@yahoo.com
District Marshals
NM West
DM Jerry DeMorrow
Assemblies
686,1801,2218
505-860-0698
semper-fi58@hotmail.com
NM North
DM Sam Serna
Assemblies
685,688,1982,2337,3560
505-503-9013
samuelserna@msn.com
NM East
DM Clint Deeley
Assemblies
1682,1625,2196,2394,3003
575-749-3014
Deeleyx4@msn.com
NM South
DM Richard Hoyle
Assemblies
684,689,1939,2202
505-681-7342
nmtumbleweeds@comcast.net
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NM Southwest
DM Steve Sutton
Assemblies
1731,2141,2442,3295
915-227-1881
Sutton85@yahoo.com
NM Central
DM Scott Howerter
Assemblies 683,3463,3478
505-340-6305
Sth155@yahoo.com
NM Central
DM Chuck Dubois
Assemblies
682,687,1905,2733,3186,3227
505-400-3917
crd007@aol.com
NM Central
DM Geoff Bacon
Assemblies
2324,3282,3309,3732,3773
703-232-9374
gk3bacon@yahoo.com
NM Central
DM Eddie Serna
505 508 8718

eddie_serna@hotmail.com
DM Trainer
DM Caesar Archangel
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Av8r_af@yahoo.com
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Brothers All
It’s my honor and privilege on behalf of this Patriotic Degree to recognize SK John Byers as our Class Honoree for this Fraternal
2018-2019 Year.
SK John Byers, a family man, who is very active with the Knight of Columbus for 31 years and shows no slowing down. He has held
many of the Council and Assembly Officer positions, chairmanships and directorships, the council recently submitted him for the
Knight of the Year award. While serving as Grand Knight (3 years) for council 9527, he earned the “Most Improved Council Award”
in the state and the “Star Council Award” two times. He conducted the “Make a Difference Day” project which brought national
recognition to his council for being New Mexico’s winner of the “Make a Difference Day” contest and the council was recognized
nationally in an article in the USA Weekend Magazine carried in many Sunday Newspaper throughout the USA and received a $2000
prize which was donated to “El Caldito Soup Kitchen”, he also served as a delegate to the State Convention.
SK. John has also been the councils Deputy Grand Knight, Service Program Director and Youth Director, including co-chairmanship
of the “Soccer Challenge", "Basketball Free Throw” and the 1st “Ultrasound Initiative Project” for “Turning Point” in Las Cruces.
SK John is currently the councils Worthy Recorder and Lecturer, he also chaired and co-chaired the “Soccer Challenge", "Basketball
Free Throw” (council & district level), 2nd “Ultrasound Initiative Project” for “Turning Point” in Las Cruces. Volunteered to help with
“Coats for Kids Projects”, “Diapers for Donuts Project”, “Church Fiesta”, “Holy Cross Retreat’s Arts and Crafts Fair” booth,
“Donuts, Burrito and Posole Sales” and “Senior Olympics”. He is also an active participant of the 1st degree team.
SK John Byers also served 3 years as a District Deputy for District 11 in NM and while serving as a District Deputy he represented
his District at the State Convention, Silver Rose Transfer and Our Lady of Fatima. He received the “T.J. Johnson Outstanding
District Deputy Award” for the State in 2007-2008, his District 11 was awarded the “Star District Award” in 2008-2009, he also was
awarded the “Outstanding Service Award” for the State in 2008-2009 and was active at the state level as a “State Family Director” &
“State Council Director”.
SK John Byers is also an active Patriotic (4th) Degree member of Saint Michael the Archangel Assembly 3330 of Las Cruces as our
Faithful Scribe, volunteering his time for our Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser, RWB Mass, Veterans Parade, all fundraisers or events.
SK John Byers also served his community and church, the 3 years as President of the Toastmasters, he formed the “Chismosos
Toastmaster Club” at NMSU and as Cub Master he formed the first Cub Scout Pack #169 on the East Mesa. He was also a Den
Leader and Pack Chairman. Congratulations SK John Byers

Vivat Jesus, Viva Cristo Rey
SK Ricky Medina FN
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From Your District Marshal
N.M. West DM Jerry DeMorrow
.

Saint John Paul II
Pray for the New
Mexico Patriotic Degree
of the Knights of
Columbus

On Sunday, 16 June at Saint Mary Parish in Farmington a Special Mass was conducted by
Bishop James Wall of the dioceses of Gallup to confer Sir Knight James Wurzbach a
member of Assembly 1801 Farmington, to the Institute of Acolyte on his journey to the
ordination to Deacon. An Honor Guard escorted Bishop Wall and Sir Knight James

Sunday, 16 June, Faithful Navigator from Assembly 1801 Farmington, New Mexico Jerry
DeMorrow presented Bishop James Wall of the Diocese of Gallup with a check for $500
from the Assembly for vocations.
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N.M. Central Chuck DuBois
Ordination for Transitional Deacon of Joseph Baltz
Thank you Sir Knights who turned out to support the Ordination for transitional Deacon of
Joseph Baltz at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church

7

2019 Special Olympics
Knights turn out for the opening ceremonies and in support of the 2019 Special Olympics.
Thank you to all Sir Knights and Brother Knights.
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N.M Central Geoff Bacon
Ordination of Deacon Nathan Lopez and Deacon Timothy Meurer
On Saturday, June 15th, six New Mexico 4th Degree Sir Knights provided a color guard in honor of the Mass of
Ordination for Fathers Nathan Lopez and Timothy Meurer at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi in
Santa Fe. Archbishop John Wester presided and conducted the ordination of these two transitional deacons.
Sir Knights Geoff, Michael, Roger, Ben, Simon and Charlie participated in the ceremony including the
processional and the recessional and sword arch.
This summer, Fr. Lopez will be assigned to the parish in Ohkay Owingeh while Fr. Meurer will be assigned to
a parish in Las Vegas.

Archbishop Wester with Fr. Meurer (L) and Fr. Lopez (R)

L – R: Sir Knights Roger, Simon, Archbishop John Wester, and Sir Knights Michael, Geoff and Ben. Not pictured SK Charlie
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Holy Child Assembly 3282 Color Corps Corpus Christi and Full Regalia
Retirement
On Sunday, July 23rd, Holy Child Assembly #3282 Color Corps members in both New Uniform and Old Full
Regalia helped lead the procession during the Feast of Corpus Christi at Holy Child Parish. Sir Knights
(Former Master of the Fourth Degree – NM) Richard Favela, (District Marshal) Geoff Bacon, (Past District
Deputy) Robert Lydon, (Grand Knight) Dan Bruns and Henry Pohl led Fr. Mark Granito and Deacon
Maurice Rodriguez in celebrating the Real Presence of the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ
in the elements of the Eucharist. Additionally, Sir Knights and Knights from Holy Child Council 12981
carried the canopy shielding the Holy Eucharist during the procession.

The Procession honoring the Feast of Corpus Christi is accompanied by Sir Knights in both Full Regalia and
New Uniform.

Sir Knights (L-R) Dan Bruns, Henry Pohl, Robert Lydon, Richard Favela and Geoff Bacon during the procession
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Following the procession, Council 12981 Knights provided free meals to all participants. However, before the
eating began, the Assembly conducted a retirement ceremony as its last event with the Full Regalia. Presided
over by Former District Master Richard Favela, parishioners were informed of the retirement of the old Full
Regalia effective 30 June 2019. A flag transfer ceremony was conducted and the Assembly bid farewell to
previous uniform of the Patriotic Degree.

(L-R) Dan Bruns, Richard Favela, Geoff Bacon, Robert Lydon and Henry Pohl

The Full Regalia is retired and the flag of the Knights of Columbus is transferred to the New Uniform. (L-R)
Dan Bruns, Richard Favela, and Geoff Bacon
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Sir Knight Matthew Seltzer receiving the Agent of the Year award from
State Deputy John Brault
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Uniform Talk
“OLD REGALIA”
We are entering a new era, the end of the Fraternal Year is here and The
“Old Regalia” can no longer be used. Let’s make this transition a
positive one.
The main concern should be making the Patriotic Degree membership
grow. We are dying out and we want the 4th Degree to be around for
many years.
Let’s remember why we are Knights, to serve and protect our Catholic
Faith.
Father McGivney is watching over us and wants to see the Knights of
New Mexico succeed.
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From the Archives……….

SK Juan N. Vigil in Regalia circa 1900’s (pre chapeaux and
cape).
Sir Knight Juan was an active member of Council 1707 in Santa
Fe where he served as Grand Knight and Treasurer.
SK Juan is the Grandfather of Martha Vigil Suiter and Great
Grandfather of Lady Luana Salazar, wife of Faithful Navigator
and Grand Knight Anthony Salazar.
Thank you Martha, Lady Luana and Sir Anthony for sharing
this with us!
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In Tribute
Sir Knight Miguel “Mike” Frietze Jr.

Sir Knight Miguel “Mike” Frietze Jr.
With a combined membership to Las Cruces Council 1226 and Fourth Degree Assembly 0684 during the past
sixty one (61) years, including two terms (4) years as Grand Knight and sixteen consecutive years as Faithful
Navigator, due to health issues Brother Mike has stepped down from this position.
During his guidance, the Assembly achieved many hours, and due to successful fund raisers the Assembly has
been able to donate in excess of $70,000.00 to the Las Cruces Catholic School, assisted many seminarians, and
other church and community organizations, Brother Mike was instrumental in acquiring the properly and
construction of our Knights of Columbus Hall.
Brother Mike’s career in the military lasted twenty seven (27) years consisting of thirteen (13) active duty (Navy
and Army) and fourteen (14) with the New Mexico Army National guard. He retired as a Lt. Colonel.
Brother Mike attended New Mexico State University. He was employed by U>S> Postal Service and the New
Mexico License Bureau. He was elected Dona Ana County Clerk for two terms, elected to one term as State
Representative and appointed as Dona County Manager, serving five (5) years.
After his retirement from the New Mexico National Guard, he was employed by the New Mexico Department
of Public Safety Special Investigation Division for ten (10) years. He attended and graduated from the Police
Academy in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Brother Mike is a beloved father to his family and is an active parishioner of Holy Cross Catholic Church. He
assists as an usher and Pastoral Council Member and is involved in numerous Catholic activities both in his
Parish and throughout the community. He also is an active member
of the Board of Directors of the Dona Ana County Olympics.
Brother Mike’s goal has always been to bring Brother Knights and families together, promote faith in God and
love of life and caring for each other.
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Memorial Bench in honor of Sir Knight Ezequiel “Zeke” Leroy Ortiz
On May 27, 2019 at the Memorial Day Ceremony, located at the New Mexico Veteran’s
Memorial, 1100 Louisiana Blvd. SE Albuquerque, NM with Governor Michelle Lujan
Grisham the keynote Speaker.
Honoring and recognizing all veterans living and deceased, all family members and any
situation incorporating a veteran’s theme, tribute was bestowed by placing an honorary
bench at this Veteran’s Memorial Park honoring our Husband, Father and Brother Zeke
during this dedication ceremony.
Father Bill McNichols from St. Joseph’s Church presented the blessing of the bench and
informed all of the many activities Brother Zeke was involved with the Church,
parishioners, the Knights of Columbus. An Honor Guard made up from Fourth Degree Sir
Knights from Mathias Council 10560 was there and paid tribute throughout this ceremony.
The bench was placed in memory of Brigadier General Ezequile “Zeke” Ortiz who
honorably served our country both in the US Air Force and the New Mexico Army National
Guard, he was also our State Director for Selective Service. Brother Zeke was a person that
would always have time for others, give of his talents and devoted his life in serving God
and his Country.
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Recruit... Become a Knight... Pass it on

24 HOURS IS ALL IT TAKES
By becoming a Knight and giving just 24 hours a year, a man can be a better Catholic,
father, and husband and make a difference in the Church and his community.
Some men don’t think they have time to join Knights. Ask them if they have just 24 hours.
In just that short time frame, men can be a better Catholic, father and husband, and part of
a great Catholic brotherhood. Here’s how the hours break down:


8 HOURS a year working with your council on charitable projects for the local church or
community.
 4 HOURS a year enjoying a council function with their entire family.
 4 HOURS a year attending council meetings to help plan future activities.
 6 HOURS a year (half an hour a month) reading the Knights’ magazine Columbia,
www.kofc.org, K of C social media and other publications.
 1 HOUR a year meeting with a Knights of Columbus insurance agent for a free
analysis of insurance needs and learning about the exclusive, top-rated programs
available only to members and their families.
 1 HOUR a year attending Mass together with your council.
That’s only 24 hours a year. It’s not a lot of time — but it is time well spent. It’s rewarding.
It’s life changing.
http://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/24-hours-is-all-it-takes.html
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Letter to Mommy and
Daddy after Abortion
Mommy... why did you
hurt me?
Daddy did you know?
Why didn't you fight for
my life?
Jesus said I would have
looked just like you
Your hair, your eyes, and
even your smile
I know you didn't mean it
Mommy
Daddy I know you love
me.
Daddy, you will never get
to see me
You'll miss my first words,
you'll miss me fall and get
up.

Culture of Life
From Sir Knight Sid Gutierrez Assembly 3309
BY SID GUTIERREZ / ALBUQUERQUE RESIDENT, RETIRED ASTRONAUT
Monday, June 17th, 2019 at 12:02am

The debate over abortion, interrupted by a Supreme Court decision almost half a century ago, is finally beginning anew. And it will
not go away until some sort of a national consensus is achieved. Some are attempting to achieve this consensus by articulating
reasoning based on science and enumerated rights in the Constitution. A quick review of videos on the Internet confirms that
others have not moved beyond yelling, bullying and outright violence. Since we know the latter will not result in consensus, let’s
look at the science and enumerated rights.
The science is clear. The fetus is a human being. The standard medical text “Human Embryology and Teratology” states,
“Although human life is a continuous process, fertilization is a critical landmark because, under ordinary circumstances, a new,
genetically distinct human organism is formed.” The textbook “The Developing Human” states, “Human life begins at
fertilization.” I could add 40 more references.
Abortion-rights author David Boonin in his book “A Defense of Abortion” acknowledges, “A human fetus after all is simply a
human being at a very early stage of development.”
So, if the consensus is to be based on science and morality, the decision is simple. Taking an innocent human life is immoral.
There is no justification. A child is not responsible for the circumstances for her conception, so rape, incest, poverty and being
unwanted are not grounds for taking a human life. Likewise, mental illness or physical deformities are not justification for killing a
human being.

Mommy, you'll never get
to comb my hair or paint
my nails, you'll miss me go
to kindergarten

But Roe v. Wade was not based on morality. Justice (Harry) Blackmun claimed to base it on the 14th Amendment to the
Constitution. This created a sticky situation since the 14th Amendment explicitly states, “nor shall any state deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.” Justice Blackmun acknowledged this in Roe v. Wade when he wrote: “The
(state of Texas) argue(s) that the fetus is a ‘person’ within the language and meaning of the Fourteenth Amendment. In support of
this, they outline at length and in detail the well-known facts of fetal development. If this suggestion of personhood is established,
(Jane Roe’s) case, of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right to life would then be guaranteed specifically by the Amendment.”

You guys will miss my
whole life And I will to....

This – the question of personhood – is the core issue to be resolved in this debate over abortion. All other issues are
used by one side or the other to distract from the central question. Based on the words of the author of the Roe v
Wade decision, if the fetus is a person, then the fetus is protected in all circumstances by the 14th Amendment.

But don't worry, I am with
Jesus now.... Next time
think about what you are
doing, and who you are
hurting,
I AM A PERSON
Mommy, Daddy, I love
you, wish you would have
loved me too

So, the question we need to resolve and reach a consensus on is actually very simple: We know a fetus is a human
being, the question is: Are all human beings persons? And if not a person, what would this human being be?
History gives us some possible answers. In the infamous Dred Scott decision, the Supreme Court found a human
being – a slave – to be property. During much of the early history of our country, owing to their non-person status,
Native Americans were almost exterminated. But on issues of human rights, history says Americans eventually get it
right. If we can agree that all humans are persons, we can resolve this divisive issue and finally bring protection to
the last unprotected group – the unborn.

https://www.abqjournal.com/1329192/unborn-the-last-unprotected-group.html

By: Danielle Martinez
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From Brother Curt Kuper, Council 15199
Dear Friends,
Our friends at Albuquerque Right to Life are hosting the following event ...
 Pro-Life Prayer Vigil on Tuesday July 2nd from 7 AM - 9 AM
 To be held at Albuquerque's late-term abortion mill, Southwestern Women's Options, 522 Lomas
Blvd, just west of I-25, park along Woodward Place.
Please join me and other sidewalk advocates for this peaceful and prayerful event. Stop by before work
on Tuesday morning and help save a child's life. PDL's Pro-Life signs will be provided.
PDL's senior Pro-Life sidewalk advocate, Philip Leahy, will speak at Incarnation's Respect Life meeting on
Saturday, July 6th, after the 9 AM First Saturday Mass. Philip will speak on "the Blessed Mother and the
importance of being on the sidewalk at abortion mills". He will then be available to answer questions
about what to say to people going into the abortion mills, the importance of prayer, PDL's co-founder Brother
Mathias, his recovery from the bicycle accident, and more. The Church of the Incarnation is located in Rio
Rancho at 2309 Monterrey Road, on the west side of 528 and about one mile north of Northern Blvd. The
meeting will be in the small chapel, just to the left after you go through the main entrance, and starts after the 9
AM Mass. All are welcome!
We are deeply saddened and mourn the loss of our friend, Seminarian, and Pro-Life defender of the
unborn, Jason Paul Marshall -- he will be greatly missed!
Excellent story about Jason ...
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Pro-Life-Seminarian-Lays-Down-Life-to-Save-Others-in-Fatal-BusCrash.html
16,004 lives saved from every location since 40 Days for Life started
PDL has registered for 40 Days for Life to be held here in Albuquerque and we will once again be part of this
nation-wide life saving event. However, it does not start until September 25th. Before then, please consider
joining Father Artur, Philip, Joel, and other sidewalk counselors as a prayer partner and help save lives this
summer.
Father Artur and Philip lead a prayer vigil at Planned Parenthood at 701 San Mateo Blvd,
every Friday from 9-10 AM. Unfortunately, there have also been a few pro-abortion people there that use very
foul language and bad behavior to disrupt the life-saving efforts of Philip, Marie, and other sidewalk
counselors.
Another option is to join Joel and his family on Friday from 9-10 AM to pray and witness for Life
at UNM's abortion mill on Yale, south of Gibson and across the street from Village Inn. Please call Joel
at 505-362-2319 for more information. Joel is the Co-Lead of Sidewalk Advocates for Life in Albuquerque,
along with Dominique Davis from PDL Parking for Joel's prayer vigil is available along Randolph Road, west
of Yale Blvd and south of Gibson.
Special thanks to everyone that was there last weekend for the Men's March for Life. Father DePalma gave
another excellent Pro-Life Homily (see below) and Cindy Watts from PDL inspired many to continue to
support pregnancy resource centers, where moms are helped and babies are saved.
Brother Curt Kuper
Project Defending Life
729 San Mateo Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
www.defendinglife.org
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Homily for Men's March for Life 2019 - Father Michael DePalma
As we live in a culture that is increasingly hostile to God and all things virtuous and holy,
the pro-life movement amazingly continues to make progress. From 1991 until 2019,
the number of abortion facilities dropped from nearly 2,200 to 697. The abortion
rate is declining. Fewer physicians are willing to commit abortions. The majority of
Americans now self-identify as "pro-life." Those under the age of 30 are the most prolife segment of our population, giving us hope for the future. More pro-life laws have
been passed in the last 4 years than in the previous twenty. And changes on the
U.S. Supreme Court make possible the overturning of Roe v. Wade.
However, our work is far from finished. It will take time for the right case to reach the
Supreme Court and there is no guarantee what challenge to Roe v. Wade will succeed.
Even when Roe is eventually overturned, it will not end abortion, but simply send the
matter back to the states. In many states, abortions would continue the day after Roe is
overturned, most especially ours here in New Mexico.
Some have said that America has never been closer to reversing Roe vs. Wade, but a
pro-life culture —in w hic h a bortion is not just ille g a l but unthinka bl e —
a ppe a rs to be a s e lusive a s e ve r. So what do we do? What are our efforts directed
at if we are not only going to protect the unborn, give support and welcoming towards
any woman in crisis and at the same time work to change the culture? -Social
problems that can be addressed through a variety of means—such as poverty,
immigration, health care, and so forth, those issues unify people in different ways.
The strategies for taking care of these problems will be quite complex and often
quite different at the local level. What works in one place may not work in another.
The pro-life movement, on the other hand, is not dealing just with a social
problem that requires technical know-how, oriented toward a solution. Of course,
there are technical aspects in understanding the problem and in formulating our
strategy. But fundamentally however, the pro-life movement addresses a social
problem that is at the same time, always and everywhere a morally evil act. We're
fighting, as we always have been fighting, against evil.
The culture can only be changed if there once again is a focus on the fact that culture,
and especially the laws that govern it have to be based on morality, and morality is
always based on religion. Why does it seem that so many of our laws in this
country seem to be so full of nonsense? It's because ultimately there is no religious
foundation for them.
But at the core of religion, which drives morality, which drives law-making, which
drives the culture is a relationship. Religion is always based on relationship, especially
ours, where our God came down to become one of us, where He actually died for us,
and where He still comes to be with us in a very persona way both in the Holy Spi rit
and also through the Sacraments.
Though great strides have been made in the pro-life cause, though we still have miles
to go, the great "weapon" that we have which comes from our relationship with our
God, with our Lord Jesus Christ, continues to be love. Love for the unborn, love for
the women and the men involved, love for our country and for our world that is
being torn apart because of greed, selfishness and enormous amounts of confusion
and darkness.
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When people see that our efforts are not about politics, though we have to be involved
in such, when others see that our efforts are actually about love, about bringing true
care and support to all life from conception to natural death, then that is when
everything begins to change.
So how is love utilized in this regard? Fr. Frank Pavonne gives us some good points:
First, People need to know that we are on their side. A discussion of abortion,
whether in private or public, should acknowledge the pain that most of us feel about
it, whether we describe ourselves as pro-life or not.
The great attitude to take because this conveys the message on a heart-to-heart level is,
"You are not my enemy. We are in this painful situation together, and need to help
each other out of it."
The second way we utilize the great power of love is that People need to know that to
be pro-life is to be pro-woman. Pro-lifers do not love the child without loving the
mother. Abortion defenders claim they are loving women, even as they admit they are
killing their children. Whatever that is, that's not love. But one cannot love the woman
without loving the child. Nor can one harm the child without harming the mother.
Third, People need to know that to oppose abortion does not mean to oppose those
who have them. The doors to God's mercy and forgiveness, the doors to the Church
are always open.
But perhaps the most powerful way of using our "weapon" of love even though it will
be the most difficult is this: We are called by Jesus Himself to Love the angry.
As many of you know so well, a few will react angrily no matter how abortion is spoken
about, for various reasons. The best way to approach them, using the attitude of love,
is to gently ask them questions so as to draw out of them the cause for their anger and
help them think about it. For it is much harder to criticize or be angry with someone
who wants to listen to you than with someone who either lectures you or responds with
anger as well. Let them know that you are listening, that you know their pain, and that the
message of respect for life which you will always preach, also says that their life is
precious too, no matter what they disagree with.
God-has been-so faithful to as the tide is turning But-we--have--to-remember that-wemust-continue-to passionately and unapologetically remind our culture that our
belief in the sanctity of the unborn life comes from a place of love and
compassion, not anger and rage. As we move forward with more and more
confidence, we must continue to allow the Holy Spirit to use all of our talents,
gifts and desire to reverse the narrative, that attitude that the world has of us, from
being something that is anti-woman, to a message that is profoundly pro-child, profuture, pro-health and pro-mother. As with all other things, we must trust God, for as
long as we do everything to the praise and glory of God, we are destined to win, and
destined to bring countless number of souls into the light of His love and truth.
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Hello
I would like to invite you to sponsor the second annual Gala benefit for a non-profit that I am closely
involved with, Project Defending Life. Project Defending Life is a pro-life umbrella ministry dedicated to
building a culture of life in New Mexico. We aim to achieve this goal through Mass and Adoration at our Holy
Innocents Chapel; a peaceful and prayerful presence on the sidewalk of abortion clinics to offer support to
abortion-vulnerable women; and through our pregnancy medical clinic, Women’s Pregnancy Options.
Through these ministries we empower women and men to make life-affirming decisions through education,
support, and holistic care. Our main focus is for those families and single women facing difficult decisions in
regards to their pregnancies.
Our biggest ministry, Women’s Pregnancy Options, offers services such as pregnancy testing, pregnancy
confirmation through ultrasound, options consultation, and parenting classes that supplies material goods such
as diapers, wipes, and baby clothes. We also offer instruction in fertility awareness for family planning and
monitoring gynecologic health. Lastly, we provide case management, support, and referrals to community
services that empower our families to care for themselves and their children while providing a prayerful, loving
witness to the dignity of the women and babies affected by abortion. All of this good work is founded on our
commitment to prayerful intercession in our beautiful chapel. We believe that God will grant the victory over
abortion when we prayerfully witness to the gift and dignity of each human life, both inside and outside of the
womb.
Our Gala is a major source of support for the work that our staff and volunteers accomplish each day. This
year we met a huge goal in converting to a medical center where we can provide physician-read ultra-sounds
performed by our staff nurses, which allows us to show women the first glimpse of their baby. Over 80% of
women who see their baby on ultrasound choose life. For this reason, being able to provide ultra-sound images
at a facility so close in proximity to Planned Parenthood's abortion clinic gives Project Defending Life a unique
opportunity to help women turn away from abortion, even at the very last moment. This conversion requires
highly trained staff, which God has generously provided. However, that has increased costs for Project
Defending Life and we are hoping that this year's Gala will help us to build a foundation that ensures the
highest quality of medical care and an expansion of healthcare services to the vulnerable women in our
community.
Will you please consider joining Project Defending Life as a corporate sponsor of this year's Gala, Anchors of
Hope? Your generous donation will defray the costs of the Gala, allowing every donation gathered that night
to go straight towards helping women save themselves and their babies from the devastation of abortion.
Becoming a corporate sponsor for this Gala makes you an integral part of securing future support. At last
year's Gala, we were able to double the number of monthly donors, allowing us greater confidence in
budgeting so that we could hire staff in key positions. Please find the sponsorship sheet attached for a quick
summary of the benefits we offer to our sponsors and their businesses. I will follow this email up with a phone
call.
I look forward to answering any questions, discussing the marketing benefits of sponsorship, and, most
importantly, sharing more of the powerful, life-saving work Project Defending Life is doing in our community.
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. Hebrews 6:19
Cyndi Watts
(505) 266-4100
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Did You Know?
INDEPENDENCE DAYS
6/30/2010

In early July, the two nations in which the Knights of Columbus was first established both celebrate their
independence: Canada on July 1 (“Canada Day”) and the United States on July 4 (“Independence Day”).
Independence Day in the Philippines was celebrated just a few weeks ago, on June 12.
Independence Days are typically celebrated with public displays of patriotism, including parades, picnics,
fireworks displays and speeches at civic events and members of the Patriotic Degree of the Knights of
Columbus (the Fourth Degree) will often be found turning out in full regalia at these ceremonies.
Patriotism has been one of the four principles of the Knights of Columbus since the Fourth Degree was
established in 1900, with a ceremony on George Washington’s birthday, February 22. (Patriotism and
Fraternalism, by Christopher Kauffman, is a history of the Fourth Degree published in 2001.) Each of the
major jurisdictions of the Order has its own version of the Fourth Degree Ceremony, with each focusing on
the distinctive history of Catholicism in that particular country.
PATRIOTISM AND FAITH
In 2005, not long before he died, Pope John Paul II published what was to be his last book, Memory and
Identity. It was a fascinating discussion of good and evil, of church and state, of freedom and democracy, and
of the Communist and Nazi totalitarianism which produced so much human tragedy during the 20th Century.
The Pope drew a careful distinction between nationalism and patriotism.
“Whereas nationalism involves recognizing and pursuing the good of one’s own nation alone, without regard
for the rights of others,” he wrote, “patriotism . . . is a love for one’s native land that accords rights to all other
nations equal to those claimed for one’s own. Patriotism, in other words, leads to a properly ordered social
love.”
John Paul notes that the word patriotism comes from the root word “patria,” meaning “home” or “native
land.” It is related to the Latin word “pater,” meaning “father,” and so we sometimes speak of “fatherland” or
“motherland” as well. “The concept of patria includes the values and the spiritual content that make up the
culture of a great nation,” the Pope wrote. “The very idea of ‘native land’ presupposes a deep bond between
the spiritual and the material, between culture and territory.”
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For members of the Knights of Columbus, for whom faith and patriotism go hand in hand, Pope John Paul’s
is a concise description of the relationship between the two: the Fourth Commandment, which tells us to
honor our father and mother, obliges us to honor our homeland as well: “The spiritual patrimony which we
acquire from our native land comes to us through our mother and father,” he says.
“Patriotism is a love for everything to do with our native land: its history, its traditions, its language, its natural
features. It is a love which extends also to the works of our compatriots and the fruits of their genius. Every
danger that threatens the overall good of our native land becomes an occasion to demonstrate this love. . . The
native land is the common good of all citizens and as such it imposes a serious duty.”

PATRIOTISM ACROSS THE WORLD
Here are the independence/national days celebrated by countries in which the Knights of Columbus has a
formal presence:
St. Lucia Independence Day - February 22
Dominican Republic Independence Day - February 27
Cuban Independence Day - May 20
Philippines Independence Day - June 12
Canada Day - July 1
American Independence Day - July 4
Guatemala Independence Day - September 15
Mexican Independence Day - September 16
Polish Independence Day - November 11
Panama Independence Day - November 28
http://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/independencedays.html
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Make This Your 2019-2020 Fraternal Year Goal
Earn The Star Assembly Award!

Your Assembly can earn the Star Assembly Award by completing the following:

* Earn the Fourth Degree Civic award
* Enter the to be a patriot competition
* Meeting the assembly new membership goal of 7%
* Submit the report of officers 186 due July 1st
* Submit the annual survey of fraternal activity 1728 due January 31st
* Submit the annual assembly audit report 1315
* Publish a monthly newsletter or bulletin for assembly members
The Star Assembly Award is an honor that brings unity to the Assembly. The
pride exemplified by the assembly when it is awarded. Let’s work in achieving
this goal.
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Calendar

ASSEMBLY FORMS
Form Number
#186
#1291
#1315
#1728A
#1728
Assembly
#2321
#2863A
#TBP-1

Assembly Forms
Report of Officers Chosen for the Term
PDF - Online
Fourth Degree Exemplification Report
PDF
Annual Assembly Audit Report
PDF
Survey of Fraternal Activity Individual Member Worksheet
PDF
Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity
PDF - Online
Civic Award Application
PDF
RSVP Refund and Plaque Application for Assemblies
PDF
To Be a Patriot Award Entry Form
PDF

Due Date
7/1
No due date
8/1
No due date
1/31
6/30
6/30
5/31

Tips when submitting forms:



Please print out a copy of the form before submission and keep it for your records.
Remember that some of the forms go to different departments within the Supreme Council. Once the form is
completed, please verify by looking on the form where it should be sent to.
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Click to register
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Marian Prayer Program

The 2018-2019 Marian Prayer Program presents the 18th Marian image sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus, this time of Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians. Each Knights
of Columbus jurisdiction receives several Marian images, which serve as the centerpieces for
prayer services conducted in churches and council meeting places throughout the Order for
the duration of the initiative. Since its inception in 1979, the Knights of Columbus’ Marian
Prayer Program has held more than 166,900 local council and parish prayer services with
some 20 million participants. This year, the prayer service is intended to raise awareness of
the plight of Christians persecuted for their faith and to stand in prayerful solidarity with
them.

The Icon is on Pilgrimage in New Mexico December 2, 2018 –
December 7, 2019.

28

29

Knights of
Columbus Insurance

The Knights of Columbus offers a complete portfolio of top-quality products to our
members and their eligible family members.
Permanent Life Insurance – Insure Your Life for Life
Term Life Insurance – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs
Retirement Annuities – Give Yourself a Paycheck for the Rest of Your Life. Guaranteed.
Long-Term Care Insurance – Protect Your Assets. Prepare for the Future.
Disability Income Insurance – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury
VALUABLE ASSISTANCE AND PROGRAMS FOR CATHOLIC FAMILIES

www.nmknights.com
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Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all the activities of our Order.
Keep us true to our pledge, to extend the kingship of thy divine son on
earth.
Through Thine intercession, win for us the grace, ever to exemplify in
our public and private lives, the virtues that should characterize those
especially dedicated to the service of the heavenly court. Make us always
aware that as your Knights, we are constantly observed, our faith judged,
and our Order appreciated.
Accept, O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devotion, of Thy
Servants, the Knights of Columbus.
http://www.kofc11768.org/?page_id=19
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God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan,
you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of
Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their
neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son,
Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building
up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us
to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring
for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable
servant Father Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your
holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make
your request). Through Christ our Lord Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be to the Father
Please report all favors received: The Father McGivney Guild One Columbus Plaza AF New Haven, CT
06510-3326 USA
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Take a Break for a Little Bit of Patriotism

Click

Full Screen, Sound Up!

To submit articles for the Newsletter please send them to
fjmcjm@gmail.com by the 10th of the month for the next
month’s publication. Please send text in a word (.doc) format
and photos in a .jpg format.
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