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A Warm Greeting

By First Lady Nancy Brault

The May State Convention was held at the Marriott Pyramid Hotel in Albuquerque. I
had a wonderful time meeting many ladies from around the state.
Deacon Steve Rangel, a marvelous group of our ladies, and hotel staff helped me
make our Friday Tea a fun time that was exceptional. It was great seeing everyone in
their Sunday best and extraordinary hats! I was thrilled to see the ladies engaged in
uplifting conversations and with big smiles on their faces.
The luncheon was held the next day, Saturday. We had an angel theme, with angel
statues on each table, and the ladies at each table drew a name to win the statue. We
were also angels to patients at St. Jude Children's Hospital by taking up a collection,
which totaled over $200. Also, we gave each lady a take-home rosary, which had
been touched to the Saint John Vianney relic during the tour in Albuquerque/Santa
Fe. This transformed the rosaries into third-class relics. It was a joy being able to
do this for our guests. Our guest speaker was Dominique Davis, who spoke to us
about the great work Project Defending Life does for unborn babies.
The Mid-year Meeting will be held in Alamogordo, December 6 – 8, 2019. The cohosts, Saint Jude Council and Saint Mary's Council, have wonderful plans for the
ladies including:
Ladies' Luncheon
December 7, 2019
Johnny Carino's, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Pronto Light (All you can eat soup, salad & bread);
Create your own pasta; Classic Primavera;
Handmade Lasagna; and Pizza will also be available
We will have a White Elephant Gift Exchange. Just bring a $15-gift to play (a gag
gift or a traditional one).
After lunch the ladies can be escorted to the McGuinn’s and Heart of Desert Pistachio
ranches for gifts and wine-tasting; or to the Apple Barn in High Rolls for gifts and
home-cooked goodies.
Program
Welcome
11:00 am
Introductions of Head Table
11:00 am
Prayer
11:10 am
Lunch
11:10 am - 12:30 pm
Entertainment- Gift Exchange
12:30 pm
Depart for pistachio ranches or Apple Barn
1:30 pm
November was a time set aside to be particularly thankful; a time to remember and to
embrace those who enrich our lives. I hope you and your family had a very happy and
blessed Thanksgiving Day.

And now the best time of the year is
quickly approaching. May you enjoy
peace, happiness and goodwill with your
family, not only during the Christmas
Season, but throughout 2020. Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Calendar
Dec 6-8, 2019—Mid-year Meeting
Dec 25th—Christmas Day
Jan 1, 2020—New Year’s Day/
Circumcision of our Lord
Jan 5th — Most Holy Name of Jesus
Jan 6th — Epiphany of our Lord
Jan 12th —The Holy Family
Feb 14th — Valentine’s Day
Feb 26th — Ash Wednesday
Mar 19th — Feast of St Joseph
Mar 25th — Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
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Knights’ Wives’ Spring Tea

By Linda Rangel, wife of Deacon Steve Rangel, State Director
Liturgical Services, St. John Vianney Council 16122

At last Spring’s Annual State Convention held in Albuquerque, First Lady
Nancy Brault, wife of State Deputy J ohn Br ault, wanted to do something special for the Knights’ wives for their Friday lunch. Deacon Steve
Rangel, State Director Liturgical Services, suggested a tea similar to the one
he organized for the deacons’ wives several years ago. Thanks to these two
and the committee that helped plan and organize this extraordinary event,
including Ladies Janice Espinosa, Lisa Ela, Flora Archibeque, Martina Vigil, Mary Lou Perez, Sandra Davenport, Shirley Mendes, and
Eva McCabe, the ladies wer e
able to have a fun-bonding experience to kick off the convention.
On Friday, May 24, at 11 a.m., the
ladies--many donning Spring hats--were delighted as they entered
the beautiful Marriott Pyramid atrium and spotted their tables,
each adorned with bright pink table runners, flowers, and threetiered tea trays of delectable treats, each to be served with a different tea. The first course was savories- mini quiche, chicken salad puffs, cucumber and cream cheese sandwiches, plus turkey-and-Swiss-on-wheat sandwiches; served with Tazo Awake English Breakfast tea. Second was the bread course—mini-scones and croissants served with Tazo Wild Sweet Orange
tea. Final course was the
sweets served with Tazo
Zen tea, which included
chocolate dipped strawberries, mini-eclairs and
lemon bars.
Each lady had at her
place-setting souvenirs
of the afternoon, including a scroll with a brief history of the English Afternoon Tea, a card with Tea Time Trivia and Etiquette, a
pink organza bag containing three tea bags to take home, and a magnet with the following quote: “A woman
is like a tea bag; you can’t tell how strong she is until you put her in hot water. ~~Eleanor Roosevelt
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Serving God in His Poor
Joining the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul in November 2008, led me
on a journey toward
holiness that I had
never dreamed could
happen to me: A calling to serve God in
His poor. It is an opportunity to put faith
into action in a practical way and in a spiritual context. My first
tasks were making
food boxes and doing
home visits; I then
became spiritual advisor, Vice President,
President and then was actually
hired by the Society itself at the
Clearinghouse in Albuquerque, at
4120 Menaul, NE.
The primary call of the Vincentian
life is to see Christ in those we
serve. By lovingly serving in this
way, we also become the face of
God to our neighbors in need. By

By Lady Luana Salazar

living out these actions when we
interact with the people we serve,
we share the Good
News of God’s forgiveness, and loving
kindness.
As a member of the
Society of St. Vincent
de Paul, one is part of
a large international
family dedicated to
the spiritual growth of
all its members. We
grow together in holiness and friendship
by providing spiritual
and material assistance to our
brothers and sisters in need. The
Society always welcomes new
members. So, if you feel a calling
in your heart to reach out to others,
please check with your local parish
office to get more information
about becoming a member of St.
Vincent de Paul Society.

Vincent de Paul {1581-1660}
Vincent lived a comfortable life
as a chaplain in an
aristocratic family
when he realized
that God wanted
him to work with
those living in the
poverty he saw all
around him. He embodied energetic, humble service toward the
needy, but also recognized that
charitable work must be wellorganized to be effective. To
respond to the needs which he
had a burning desire to alleviate, Vincent founded the Congregation of the Mission (an order of priests and religious
brothers), the Ladies of Charity
(an organization of lay women),
and the Daughters of Charity.
Almost two centuries later the
Society took St. Vincent as its
patron. His feast day is on September 27th.

From the book, “Flow-Poems of Faith”
By Vincent Lowry*

Channel

This poem is included in WINGS with the permission
of the author.

The Angel Tree

By Lady Flora Candelaria Archibeque
One night during a recent trip to Biloxi Mississippi, Rudy and I
decided to take a drive down the scenic Bay Highway toward Bay
Saint Luis, a small rustic town with houses and scenery strait out
of the movie "Gone with the Wind"
As we approached the town we saw a tree by the roadside that
had been carved into the images of several Angels, wings extended as if they were about to fly away.
We stopped to take pictures on this beautiful apparition. As we
approached we saw a plaque
that told the incredible story of the "Angel Tree"
When Hurricane Katrina hit
the area, three people, Doug
Niolet, Kevin Guillory and Nikki
Moon were stranded and survived the 40' storm surge by
clinging to the tree throughout
the night.
The tree died but in an act of
gratefulness , the three survivors had a chainsaw artist
carve its limbs into angels as a
reminder of love, life, loss and
renewal. (Unedited)

Saint John Vianney Reliquary Tour
The major relic of the incorrupt heart of Saint
John Vianney was entrusted to the Knights of
Columbus by the Shrine of Ars, France, for a
seven-month national pilgrimage across the
United States, from November 10, 2018 to
June 13, 2019. It was brought to each of the
continental forty-eight states, Washington,
DC and Puerto Rico. His 150-year-old heart
remains incorrupt.
In May 2019, New Mexico was honored to
have the tour come to the Cathedral of Immaculate Heart in Las Cruces, Saint John Vianney Catholic Church and Sacred Heart Cathedral in Gallup. It also visited Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Albuquerque, Saint John Vianney Church in Rio Rancho, and Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
In Santa Fe, a line of faithful Catholics wrapped around the pews and down the center aisle of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Church. They waited patiently to have their moments with the incorrupt heart of Saint John
Vianney. Devoted Catholics knelt, prayed and venerated the incorrupt heart that was encased in a large
gold reliquary designed like a church.
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Think about Joy

By Lady Linda Rangel

When I think about Christmas, why is it that the first thing that pops into my head is, “Oh, I’d better get
started shopping and stay on budget this year!?” It’s absolutely disheartening as
a Catholic and a wife of a Deacon and Knight---one who should be espousing
the joy of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ---to be thinking of Christmas in
such worldly terms.
So, come with me as we take some time away from thoughts of shopping and
decorating and really think about what the Christmas Season means.
Think of Joy. I don’t mean the joy of little children, anxiously anticipating
gifts and a visit from Santa, or even the joy of seeing family and friends again.
That’s all fantastic, and I don’t want to detract from the importance of those
joyous memories in our lives. But really think about joy in terms of Mary cradling her newborn Son, awestruck at how God is using her for the benefit of all
humanity.
So many illustrations of the Virgin Mary show her serious, in deep thought, or with a gentle but faint smile.
Instead, picture her truly and outwardly joyous with the blessing God has given her. She said “yes” to God;
she was rewarded with being able to love and cuddle and raise the Son of God; watch Him in awe during
His ministry on Earth, and celebrate the joy of His redemptive resurrection.

As we move through this season of Christmas, let us remain truly joyous through all the hustle and bustle,
remembering that we are celebrating because God allowed a simple, pure woman to give birth to His Son
for the salvation of the world. Now that is truly something about which to be very joyful!

While Shepherds Watched

By First Lady Nancy Brault

It was a beautiful night; stars shone brightly in the sky, but it was bitter cold. The shepherds moved closer
to the fire they had made to get warm. The sheep they were tending were asleep and the herding dogs lay at
the shepherds' feet. It was peaceful and calm. Suddenly a brilliant light shone down on them. The dogs
barked and the sheep awoke and scattered.
A beautiful, radiant angel appeared before the shepherds and they were utterly afraid. The angel emitted
such love and its voice was so soft and gentle, that the shepherds, no longer afraid, gradually stopped trembling and listened to the angel’s words, "Be not afraid, I bring tidings of great joy, the Savior of the world
has been born to you in the town of David. He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you. You will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger." Suddenly a great company of the heavenly
hosts appeared with the angel, praising God and singing, "Glory to God and peace on earth and goodwill
toward man." The shepherds were filled with awe. Then just as suddenly as before all the angels were gone.
After the shepherds came out of their reverie, they said to one another, "let us go to Bethlehem to see this
thing that has happened." They got up and started toward Bethlehem, leaving the sheep asleep on the
hillside. Approaching the little town, the silence of their journey was broken by a baby's cry. They followed
the road down a hill and saw a stable and Mary and Joseph. They drew closer and saw a Baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manager. As they approached the Baby, they were filled with great joy as
they knelt before the Christ Child. They told Mary and Joseph about the heavenly host of angels and what
one of them said about the newborn Messiah.
When the shepherds left, they promised to spread the word about the Messiah's birth. Mary quietly reflected
on their words, treasuring them and pondering them in her heart. It was beyond her ability to fully grasp
that the sleeping Baby in her arms, her tender newborn, was the Savior of the world.

V

Knights’ Wives’ Prayer
Heavenly Father, Creator of all that is good, we are your people. We are committed to our roles as wives to lovingly support the
vocations of our husbands, whom You have called to serve You in a special way. We are grateful for the blessings You have given
us through our children and families. We are willing to pursue our call to be Your servants in whatever path that may take. We
pray that our choices in this life serve as example of Your will, to do as you have called us to do, and especially that we serve as
an example of Your love.
We pray that each individual in our community may develop her own potential and meet You in herself, and may we see You in
one another. Let our eyes be open, our ears be ready, and our hearts carry the warmth of love we see in Jesus, Mary and Joseph-the Holy Family. May we enjoy this time of sharing as we learn more about ourselves and how You have created each of us in a
unique and special way. Keep us mindful of you, as our focus and center, as we journey together hand in hand with our sisters and
brothers through the wonder of the life You have given us. We ask this in Christ's name. AMEN

Memories of the Past
As Halloween was approaching, I thought about my
days growing up in a small town. I never heard of
“Trick or Treat” back then; I only remember the trick
part. Fellows would knock on viejita’s windows and
scare them half to death; block roads and school doors
with old abandoned escardaderas or other objects. Their
favorite was knocking over outhouses. The children’s
time for treats was not at Halloween, but rather on
Christmas morning when they would go from house to
house asking for “¡Mis crismes, mis crismes!”
There was little recreation in a small town, so even a
death in the village was something to look forward to
because that meant a velorio. It was a time for primos,
vecinos and amigos to visit and get a taste of good food
and pastries such as biscochitos, natías, arroz dulce and
empanaditas. When the church bell rang--other than for
Mass--parents would say, “Están doblando, wonder
who died?” And for girls who had a boyfriend, they’d
know there was a chance to see him outside the house
where the dolientes would be sobbing, praying and singing alabados. You see, back in those days there was no
such thing as “dating.”
Those were the days when women did not give birth in a
hospital; the village partera was in high demand. The
padrinos selected the newborn’s name at baptism. Everyone prayed to Tata Dios, went to confession at least
once a month and fasted from midnight Saturday until
after receiving Holy Communion at Sunday morning
Mass. Women covered their head to go to church. Long
processions were held on the Feast of Corpus Christi.
Some youngsters walked long distances in the snow to
get to school. Three or four grades were taught in one
room. In some villages, a one-room schoolhouse taught
grades first through eighth. Schools were heated with
wood stoves. Inside walls of houses were not painted,
instead they were plastered outside with soquete and
inside with calsamain.
There was no such thing as “my” room; two or three
siblings shared one bed. When abuelitos or parents were
brought a glass of water, one would stand before them

By Lady Candie Herrera*
with arms crossed until they finished drinking and the glass
was returned. And when your elders were addressed, it was
with “Usted” and not “Tu.”
Piñon season was a family affair. Everyone went to the
floresta to pick piñon. At the same time they looked for trementina, which was chewed as gum, and was also good for
pulling out stickers. Every summer, folks picked capulín.
Moms and abuelitas would make jaléa de capulín, a delicious chokecherry jelly. Of course, while picking capulín
we would also eat the wild cherries and come home with
purple-colored tongues, lips and teeth, and the tongue felt
as if it was an inch thick and almost numb.
There was no inside plumbing in those days, so your turn
to empty the vacín was not something to look forward to.
There was no electricity either. The lámparas had to be
filled with oil and the chiflones had to be washed. The water was heated on the stove to bathe in the wash tub, and
you had to hurry to be first in before the water cooled
down.

Matanzas were a time for sharing. Vecinos, compadres and
amigos were all invited. Not much meat was left on the
carcass después de repartir. And, oh! those yummy
chicharrones—who cared about cholesterol back in those
days?
When a couple would decide to get married, the groom and
his parents made a formal visit to ask for the lady’s hand in
marriage. Their names were announced at Mass on three
Sundays prior to the wedding date: las banas, as they were
called, was for the purpose of discovering any impediments
to the marriage. Wedding celebrations lasted one to three
days; and before the dancing began, there was always La
Marcha y la Entrega of the bride and groom.
Well, I hope all these “memories of the past” reminded you
of days long gone, and perhaps you even chuckled remembering some of them.
Candie Herrera is 82 years young and her husband (RIP)
Delfin Herrera was a Knights of Columbus member of Lamy
Council #4227. She is from Manzano, NM, and volunteers at
the St. Vincent de Paul Society telephone desk.
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To Veil or not to Veil
I joined St. Thomas Aquinas Altar & Rosary Society several
years ago. We serve in different capacities in the parish including,
e.g., washing the altar linens, dusting the statues, replenishing the
holy water fonts at the entrances and serving refreshments at receptions. We also serve in the community
by praying the Rosary at funerals when requested. As
a group we attend the First Saturday Mass each
month. Soon after I joined, the membership decided
to use white mantillas at our Corporate Mass to reflect our unity as a group. Initially, I felt awkward
since the last time I wore a veil was as a youngster at
my first communion back in the Philippines. Hesitantly, I accepted wearing the veil as other ladies did.
As I sat in church veiled before Holy Mass started, I felt small
and as if I was being transported back to my first communion
with the Lord. As an adult, my feeling was different throughout
Mass. With my head covered, I felt somehow hidden, simultaneously humbled and quiet while my senses became more acutely
aware of my environment as a sacred place. The veil covered not
only my head but also part of my peripheral vision. My eyes focused toward the ambo for the reading of the Word and the prayers of the faithful, and then to the sacrifice on the altar. Personally, it seemed that covering my head helped humble my heart to
listen more intently, and to focus my mind on the presence of the
Holy One Whom we worship and adore as He is elevated at the
altar in church.
It became easy to cover my head once a month when I gathered
with my Altar and Rosary sisters. But, I did not wear the veil
during Sunday or daily Mass because I felt awkward without my
other veiled sisters around me. I did not want to appear to be different nor did I want to bring attention to myself. And yet, one of
the reasons I like wearing the veil is the feeling it gives me of
quietly being hidden as I kneel in awe before God.
And what if others thought I am wearing a “Catholic hijab?” But
wait, aren’t women who use a hijab or burqa mandated to wear it
not only in their mosques but everywhere else outside their
homes? However, in my case, I am not forced to wear a veil inside or outside the church. So the question for me became: To

By Lady Lisa Ela

veil or not to veil? After all, St. Paul encouraged women to cover
their heads while praying (1 Cor. 11:2-16).
Eventually, my conscience began speaking to me. If I can cover
my head in His presence once a month at Mass, why not
all the other times I attend Mass? I struggled to be consistent in my walk with God and after a few years of hesitating, I began covering my head more often at Mass or in
the Adoration Chapel. Now, when I sometimes forget to
bring the veil I feel naked with my head bare.
An article on Catholic.com indicated it was historically
common for women to wear head coverings because of St.
Paul’s epistles. The 1917 Code of Canon Law, Canon
1262 states: “Men, in a church or outside a church, while they are
assisting at sacred rites, shall be bare-headed, unless the approved
mores of the people or peculiar circumstances of things determine otherwise; women, however, shall have a covered head and
be modestly dressed, especially when they approach the table of
the Lord.” (This custom or practice of women covering their
heads at Mass, however, gradually fell by the wayside.) Further
in the article, it was stated that in the 1970’s the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith issued a judgment in the document Inter
Insigniores, which basically stated that “since chapel veils were
not a matter of faith, it was no longer mandatory for women to
wear them.” It must be noted that these ordinances--probably
inspired by the customs of the period--concern scarcely more
than disciplinary practices of minor importance, e.g., the obligation imposed upon women to wear a veil (I Cor. 11:2-16). Such
requirements no longer have a normative value. In the 1983 Code
of Canon Law--the one in effect today--the canon about head
veils was not re-issued. Canon 6 of the current code states that
“all subsequent laws that are not reissued in the new code are
abrogated.”
So it seems wearing head coverings such as veils or hats have
always been a matter of culture and piety and it is no longer mandatory. But personally, for me, covering my head is my way of
showing reverence for Christ. Plus it helps me practice humility
and reminds me to focus on the One Whom I come to worship
and adore in church.

There is evidence of pre-Christian Germanic people using wreaths with lit candles during the cold and dark days of December as a sign of hope in the future. By the Middle Ages, Christians had adapted this tradition and used Advent Wreaths as
part of their spiritual preparation for Christmas. Advent is a time of anticipation of the coming of Christ. The circle of the
wreath represents the eternity of God. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s coming into the world offering Salvation, and of His second coming offering Eternal Life.
Evergreen branches: Laurel, victory over persecution and suffering. Pine, Holly, Yew--immortality;
Holly also reminds us of crown of thorns; red berries, blood of Christ; Cedar, strength and healing.
Four candles for the four weeks before Christmas. First candle also marks beginning of Liturgical
Year.
Purple candle symbolize penance, sacrifice and good works. Lit on 1st, 2nd, and 4th Sundays.
Rose candle symbolizes rejoicing. Lit on the 3rd Sunday--Gaudete Sunday.
White center candle symbolizes the Light of Christ. Lit on Christmas Eve.

Advent Wreath
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Veil by Tradition
In the Albuquerque metropolitan area, we have a local apostolate, V eil by Tradition: A Catholic Mantilla
Veil Apostolate, which has burgeoned in popularity, thanks to the dedication and tenacity of Ms. Jackie,
who several years ago passionately responded to the urgings of the Holy Spirit. In this article we try to capture the spirit of this lovely tradition with the help of excerpts from the apostolate pamphlet.
Jesus Christ is the Bridegroom. The Church is the Bride. St. Paul talks about
women submitting to their husbands--the Church submitting to Christ. Christ
loving the Church to the point of His suffering and death—a husband loving
his wife in the same unconditional way, and vice-versa. St. Paul said, "In the
Lord, woman is not independent of man, nor man of woman; for as a woman
was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all things are from
God."
The tabernacle, the chalice, the altar are often veiled. A veiled woman shows
reverence for God, symbolizing the veiled Bride of the Church. A woman
should not wear the veil on her head until she is wearing it first interiorly in
her heart. It is an expression of modesty and chastity in one’s state of life. By veiling, women praise God.
In general, we all want to bring the best of ourselves to liturgy. For women, veiling is a way of doing that.
The beauty of the veil is something that honors God; a way of giving God the worship due Him. It reminds
the one who wears a veil or who sees it on a woman, that she is entering into the presence of Christ. It is a
reminder that one is stepping out of the ordinary mode of life and entering into sacred space.
Some women wear the veil in imitation of our Blessed Mother, who is hardly ever portrayed without her
veil. It is a sign of obedience to Christ's loving authority; a trust in His protection. Some women choose to
veil because it is a way to help them focus on the Presence in the Holy Eucharist. A short prayer to remind
one of this when putting on the veil is, “Blessed am I, called to the marriage feast of the
Lamb.”
When Saint Veronica saw Jesus carrying His cross, she took her veil and gave it to Him to wipe His face.
He handed the veil back with the image of His face on it. Thus we could say that Christ gave a special
blessing to the practice of wearing a veil. Even Saint Veronica's name comes from this event. She is called
"vera icon," which means the true image of Christ.
God requires a change of heart. As humans, our actions direct our minds. The act of kneeling, the use of a
veil, grace before meals, fish on Friday—these are not all strictly necessary in and of themselves, yet greatly help to form our minds in accordance with the will of our heavenly Father.
Veiling is part of our Catholic culture. Veiling is voluntary. It
might be a difficult and humbling process, which takes time
and much prayer as one gets accustomed to this practice.
Don't let false pride discourage you from veiling. As long as
you keep your eyes intently on Him, you’ll feel peace and joy
at glorifying Him by such a simple yet humbling act.

At New Mexico State Convention where Miss New Mexico
showcased the newest veil color, Our Lady of Guadalupe green.

December
The Joy of Editorship
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By Lady Maria Cortez

Only God knows how long I have been impressed by the Knights of Columbus as an organization of brotherly charity. This charity is practiced among the members, their families, Church, community and nation. The
wonder of it, is that this charity reaches beyond our borders all the way around the world.
Back in 1999, when my husband, Bill Cortez (RIP), became active in Council 1226 in Las Cruces, NM, I
took the opportunity to learn about the history and activities of the Order. Eventually, I became involved as
editor of the local council’s newsletter, and as the spouse of a Knight, I participated in the organization’s numerous charitable activities.
When we relocated to Albuquerque in 2004 so that we could spend more time with our children and grandchildren, Bill transferred to Council 6696 in Rio Rancho. As luck would have it, the local council was in need
of an editor for their newsletter, and I was very happy to oblige. About a year later, the State Council invited
me to consider being the editor of the statewide newsletter. To which I immediately responded with a firm
“Yes.”
In 2015, then First Lady Janice Espinosa, asked me if I would consider the editorship of WINGS (Women in
God’s Service), the quarterly statewide newsletter of the Ladies of the New Mexico Knights of Columbus.
Again, I was very pleased to say “Yes.”
Working with the First Lady and her WINGS committee is how I am currently involved with the Knights of
Columbus. I thank our Lord for this means of staying connected with the Order for which I have so much admiration and respect.
It’s always heartwarming to see the Knights of Columbus in their fine regalia as much in church as at various
community functions displaying their loyalty and support of Holy Mother Church, of each other, of family,
and of community. Vivat Jesu!

The Twelve Days of Christmas
We are all familiar with the Christmas song, "The
Twelve Days of Christmas." To most, it's a delightful nonsense rhyme set to music. But it is not so historically.
"The Twelve Days of Christmas" was written in
England as one of the "catechism songs" to help
young Catholics learn the tenets of their faith---a
memory aid when to be caught with anything in
writing indicating adherence to the Catholic faith
would have very dire consequences. Catholics in
England were prohibited from any practice of their
faith by law---private or public; it was a crime to be
a Catholic.
The song’s gifts are codified references to the teachings of the faith. The “true love" in the song does
not refer to an earthly suitor; it refers to God Himself. The “me” who receives the gifts refers to every
baptized person. The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge which feigns injury to
decoy predators from her nestlings, much in
memory of the expression of Christ's sadness over

the fate of Jerusalem: "Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How
often would I have sheltered thee under my wings,
as a hen does her chicks, but thou wouldst not have
it so" (Matt. 23:37). The other symbols mean the
following:
2 Turtle Doves = the Old and New Testaments
3 French Hens = Faith, Hope and Charity
4 Calling Birds = the Four Gospels
5 Gold Rings = First Five Books of the Old Testament---Pentateuch, history of man's fall from
Grace
6 Geese-a-laying = the six days of Creation
7 Swans-a-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy
Spirit; the seven Sacraments
8 Maids-a-Milking = the eight Beatitudes
9 Ladies Dancing = nine fruits of the Holy Spirit
10 Lords-a-leaping = the Ten Commandments
11 Pipers Piping = the eleven faithful Apostles
12 Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of
doctrine in the Apostle's Creed
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Recipe
Easy Nutella® Cookie Roll-ups
1 box Pillsbury™ refrigerated pie crusts, softened as directed on box.
2/3 cup Nutella® hazelnut spread with cocoa.
1 tablespoon butter, melted.
1-1/2 teaspoons coarse white sparkly sugar.

To be a

Woman in God’s Service
"Reflect that God requires nothing else of
us except that we show our neighbors the
love we have for God."
~~St. Catherine of Siena
New Mexico State Knights ofColumbus
Knights’ Ladies~~~Woman-to-Woman

This newsletter is posted on the
New Mexico State Council website: www.nmkofc.org
At the website you will also find
other interesting links, and various upcoming events, along with
the latest State Council news.

Ladies,
please
spread the word that
this newsletter is no
longer being sent by
postal mail.


It can be downloaded from
www.nmkofc.org
or



Notify us to
Email it to you.

Heat oven to 375°F. On work surface, unroll 1 crust; spread half of the hazelnut
spread over crust. Cut crust into 16 triangles.

Book Corner
Roll up each triangle into crescent shape;
place on ungreased large cookie sheet
about 1 inch apart. Repeat with remaining crust and hazelnut spread.

Brush tops with melted butter; sprinkle with
coarse white sparkling sugar.
Bake 20 - 22 minutes or until golden brown.
Remove from cookie sheets to cooling
rack. Cool about 30 minutes.
Tip -- Use a pizza cutter to cut dough into
wedges. Cut slowly so the crust will not
lift off the counter.

Venerable Fulton J. Sheen will be beatified on December 21,
2019, in the Diocese of Peoria, Ill. It is therefore a timely opportunity to suggest some of his writings:
“Calvary and the Mass.” IVE Press, 2008. In a nutshell, “The
priest must stay at the altar until the Mass is finished. So we
must stay with the Cross until our lives are finished.” This paperback is only 86 pages long, and worth every minute of your
time.
“The Cries of Jesus from the Cross: An Anthology.” Sophia Inst. Press, 2018. “As death approaches, the human heart
speaks its greatest words of love to those it holds most dear. So
it was with Jesus, who in His final hours gave us seven last
‘words,’ rich with spiritual meaning for every human soul.”
“Through the Year with Fulton Sheen: Inspirational Selections.” Ignatius Press, 2003. “Sheen at his best—master storyteller, preacher, and faithful servant of Christ, with words of
encouragement, counsel, and direction for each day of the
year.

