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A Warm Greeting

By First Lady Nancy Brault

Hello Ladies! First of all, I pray that all of you and your families stay healthy and safe from the Coronavirus. It is a hard
time for us all. I have a prayer I would like to share with you.
"Heavenly Father, Creator and Preserver of all things, we thank
You for the grace and mercy You have shown to all people, especially in sending Your only Son to be our Savior from sin
and death. Be with us during this time of sickness, fear, and
doubt. Let your word bring comfort and hope to all who hear it,
calming fears and providing for each day. Give our leaders the
wisdom to make decisions that will help our people with their
earthly needs and protect us from all harm. Protect our doctors,
nurses, and all who provide care to the sick and those who cannot care for themselves. Give them an extra measure of
strength and help them through this difficult time. We pray that
You will also provide calm and peaceful days as together we
face this disease. Remind each of us of our responsibility to our
neighbor, that we consider others in all decisions we make.
Above all, we pray that Your will be done. In the name of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen."
Let us continue to pray and trust God, and we will all be alright.
Because John's time as State Deputy will be up soon, this is my
last newsletter. I have enjoyed staying in touch with each of
you through this means of communication.
May the resurrection of our Savior be a constant reminder of
His love and promise of eternal life.

Calendar
Due to the current national and state
alerts about Covid-19, public events
planned by New Mexico Knights of
Columbus have been cancelled.
However, keep in mind the following
dates:
April 5 - Palm Sunday
April 9 - Holy Thursday
April 10 - Good Friday
April 12 - Easter Sunday
Only one thing is certain for all believers—God
is in control. So let us continue to pray and
trust in Him. Stay in touch with your respective
parishes through their various means of communication via the media to participate in Holy
Mass and other religious services that may be
broadcasted.

We pray you stay safe and healthy!
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A Reflection full of Hope: Mercy, Patience, Forgiveness, and Love
By Linda Rangel, wife of Deacon Steve Rangel, State Director
Liturgical Services, St. John Vianney Council 16122

Whenever I’m babysitting my three-year-old grandson, and my daughter and her husband ask him how
he behaved, he always looks straight at me to see what I’m going to say. Then I also noticed when I
picked him up at preschool one day, and asked his teacher how he did, he looked straight at her to see
what she was going to say. (Understand that he’s a sweet little boy, but he’s still learning appropriate behavior.)

It reminds me that when we know we’ve done something wrong, we need to look straight at Jesus, to see
what His response will be. Is He going to get mad or is He going to give us mercy? My grandson always
feels better when he apologizes and we talk about how he’s going to do better next time. Our Lord is
there to tell us the same thing. Yes, we’re going to fall short, but we can always try again. God is there
cheering us on and offering us His grace in our efforts.
If this little guy’s teacher, parents, and grandparents can react to him with mercy, patience, forgiveness,
and love, then how much more does our Heavenly Father respond to us with mercy, patience, forgiveness, and love when we come to Him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation to say we’re sorry---even
when we keep doing the same things over and over again. Feel Him kneeling beside you with His arm
around you saying, “Your sins are forgiven. Go and sin no more.”

He has Risen!

By First Lady Nancy Brault

What was it like on the morning of the Resurrection?
Mary Magdalene and some of the women have risen very early to visit
Jesus' tomb. They are headed for His garden tomb just outside the city
walls. Mary Magdalene was there Friday night when Jesus' body was
taken there after he was crucified on the cross.
Walking numbly, one foot in front of the other, the sorrowful women
reach the tomb. To their surprise and alarm, the large stone in front of
the tomb was rolled away. How could this be? Looking inside, they
saw Jesus' body was no longer there. Horrified and overwhelmed,
Mary Magdalene cried, "Where is he?" In a flash she began to run
back to the city to tell Peter and John. When she got there she pounded
on the door, "Peter, Peter!" He opened the door and she told them,
“Jesus is gone!” Peter and John are now in a panic and hurry off to the tomb.
Slowly now, head down, she walks and weeps. By the time she arrives back at the tomb, Peter and John
have come and gone. The women are nowhere to be seen. She pauses at the opening of the tomb for a
long moment, weeping uncontrollably. Then she enters the tomb. Two angels in bright white robes that
extend down to their feet rise as she enters. "Why are you crying?" they ask. She says, "Jesus is gone
and I don't know where He is." When she looks up, the angels are gone. She turns. There, the sun silhouetting him in the doorway, is another man. "Why are you crying?" he asks gently. "Who are you
looking for?" Then Mary said, "We can't find Jesus, He is gone." He then said even more gently,
"Mary." The voice was so familiar. Mary looks up in sudden recognition. "Jesus!" she cries, and falls at
His feet. It is Jesus. It is the Lord. He is not dead! He is risen from the grave! He is alive! He is resurrected, just as He had told them all.
Jesus died on the cross for our sins to be forgiven, and to give us eternal life. Can we receive a gift that
is more precious than this? The Gift of gifts. Can anything else make us so thankful, so joyous? Out of
God's profound love we have been saved! This Easter let us remember the gift, feel the joy and be forever thankful. Let us know God's great love, the great love that surpasses all understanding.

April Issue

Easter in the Catholic Church
Easter is
the greatest feast in
the Christian calendar.
On Easter
Sunday,
Christians
celebrate
the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. For
Catholics, Easter Sunday comes at
the end of 40 days of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving known as
Lent. Through spiritual struggle
and self-denial, we prepared ourselves to die spiritually with Christ
on Good Friday, the day of His
Crucifixion, so that we would rise
again with Him to new life on
Easter.
In Eastern Catholic and Eastern
Orthodox churches on Easter,
Christians greet each other with
cries of, "Christ is risen!" and respond, "Indeed He is risen!" Over
and over, they sing a hymn of cele-

By Lady Luana Salazar

bration:
Christ is risen from the dead
By death He conquered death
And to those in the graves
He granted life!
In Roman Catholic churches, the
Alleluia is sung for the first time
since the beginning of Lent. As
Saint John Chrysostom reminds us
in his famous Easter Homily, our
fast is over; now is the time for
celebration.
The Fulfillment of Our Faith
Easter is a day of celebration because it represents the fulfillment
of our faith as Christians. Saint
Paul wrote that unless Christ rose
from the dead, our faith is in vain
(1 Corinthians 15:17). Through his
death, Christ saved mankind from
bondage to sin, and He destroyed
the hold that death has on all of us;
but it is His resurrection that gives
us the promise of new life, both in
this world and the next.
The Coming of the Kingdom
That new life began on Easter Sun-

day. In the “Our Father,” we
pray, "Thy Kingdom come, on
earth as it is in Heaven." And
Christ told His disciples that
some of them would not die until they saw the Kingdom of God
"coming in power" (Mark 9:1).
The early Christian Fathers saw
Easter as the fulfillment of that
promise. With the resurrection
of Christ, God's Kingdom is established on earth, in the form of
the Church.
New Life in Christ
That is why people who convert
to Catholicism are traditionally
baptized at the Easter Vigil service, which takes place on Holy
Saturday (the day before Easter),
starting some time after sunset.
They have usually undergone a
long process of study and preparation known as the Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA). Their baptism parallels
Christ's own Death and Resurrection, as they die to sin and
rise to new life in the Kingdom
of God.

From “Flow-Poems of Faith”
By Vincent Lowry*

Revival
It starts today, my God—
in this gift of this present moment
that You’ve given unconditionally
and without delay.
I shall rinse away
this muddy film of procrastination,
excuses and pretexts,
reservations and fears.
I shall follow Your direction
and do my very best
to fulfill Your divine order
no matter what I might think
of my inadequate abilities,

limited resources,
and ill-founded doubts.
The heart of Your command
is a test of my faith.
Fill this timid heart
with the power of Your courage
and the beauty of Your resolve.
Advance my mind into the
divine action of here and now.
Rise anew in this soul, my Lord.
Bloom a new life
within these lungs
as the first of many steps
begin down the path
of Your evergreen glory.

Angels Among Us
"Angels" - what a beautiful word.
It brings visions of my Mother and
Grandmother to life.
How wonderful it is to reminisce
about when we were all together,
laughing and kidding each other as
only people who truly love one another can do.
Beside the obvious ones, there are
many Angels among us. Archangels,
Guarding Angels, and unfortunately
Evil Angels. This is a story of a
Guardian Angel.
Sometimes Angels use the people
around us to do their work, to accomplish their will.
This is a story that when compared
to the problems of the world is pretty
unremarkable, but it brought two
people together in a very remarkable
way.
Let me start from the beginning,
six years ago I was a widow and
started dating a man who had been
single for over 30 years. Three years
ago we got married. Imagine my surprise when
on our first anniversary he surprised
me with a gorgeous Pearl and Diamond necklace, it was a surprise because up until then his presents had
been of the more practical kind.
My husband, Rudy Archibeque
was elected as a Delegate from New
Mexico to the Supreme Convention
in Minnesota last year.
I decided to wear my special neck-

By Lady Flora Candelaria Archibeque
lace to the opening Mass. We were in awe at the number of
Cardinals, Archbishops, Bishops, Monsignors, Priests and
Deacons in attendance. After the Mass we walked back to
our Hotel room (about 2 City blocks) I decided to change
into something more comfortable and to my horror, my
necklace was gone. In tears I traced our path back to where
the Mass had been celebrated in hope, by some miracle I
would find it. Needless to say it was gone! After notifying
Hotel security and checking with lost and found I returned
to our Hotel room where Rudy tried to console me. To his
credit he told me he would buy me another one and whoever
found it would put it to good use.
In that moment, a sense of calm came over me, and I
heard or more like sensed a voice tell me not to worry as my
necklace was going to come back to me. I told Rudy about
my feeling and I told him, after all, this is a Knights of Columbus Convention.
The next morning I checked with Hotel Security and lost
and found, the necklace was still missing. I still felt certain I
would get it back.
At the Ladies Luncheon I was filled with feelings of loss
and hope. You can imagine my feelings when an announcement was made that a Lady Knight had found a necklace,
my necklace!! Lady Debbie Shanks from Sun City Arizona
had found it and told me when she found it she sensed it
was very special to the owner and she was determined to
return it. As we talked, I realized that when she found it, it
was exactly when the feeling came over me that my necklace was on its way back to me!
Saint Augustine wrote " Every visible thing in this world
is put under the charge of an Angel. "
I truly feel an Angel used Debbie and I will never forget her
kindness. When we returned to New Mexico I sent her a
New Mexico Native American style Necklace and a Vail so
she would remember the time when a lost Necklace crossed
our paths in a unique but powerful way. (Unedited)

From Knights of Columbus State General Agent
Our agents are working to expedite requests from
our members to access values in their life insurance
and annuities with the Order. Our entire team is
committed to serving you to the best of our ability
as we continue to work together to keep Father
McGivney's promise for every member of our
Knights of Columbus Family. You are in our prayers. We ask that you also pray for us as we continue

this important work.

In summary, your agent is available to meet your
needs via:
·
Telephone
·
E-mail
·
Skype Video Call
·
Office
Jim McCabe, General Agent ~~ (505) 830-5770
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Covid-19 in New Mexico

What You Need to Know
Vince Torres, President and Executive Director
Family Policy Alliance of New Mexico
866-655-4545
Mailing Address: 223 N Guadalupe St, Suite 514,
Santa Fe, NM 87501
newmexicofamilypolicyalliance.com

HEALTH & SENIOR SERVICES
The New Mexico Department of Health is encouraging all New Mexicans to practice social
distancing and to stay home, especially if you
are sick. If you exhibit the symptoms of COVID
-19—fever, cough, or shortness of breath—call
your healthcare provider or COVID-19 hotline
immediately at 1-855-600-3453. Seniors in need
of healthcare, meals, or medical transportation,
call 1-800-432-2080.
EDUCATION & CHILDCARE
Governor Lujan Grisham announced that K-12
public schools would close for 3 weeks to mitigate spread of COVID-19. Schools and USDAapproved meal sponsors are now employing efforts to continue feeding children. Many school
cafeterias will remain open and workers will
prepare meals that parents or students can get at
specified times. Other districts are arranging delivery by school bus or National Guard to students in remote areas. The
newmexico.gov website is being updated in real time.
Families can click on the “Information About
Education” tab for a list of sites that will provide breakfast and lunch to students between March 16 and April 6. To help families
find child care, the state has established a
Child Care Resource and Referral line

at 1-800-691-9067. Families can also contact
the New Mexico Children, Youth, and Families
Department for full-time child care. All parents
receiving child care assistance will have their
copays waived during the public health emergency.
JOBS & THE ECONOMY
The state has extended eligibility for unemployment insurance benefits to COVID-19 affected
workers. Impacted workers can file claim
at jobs.state.nm.us or at 1-877-664-6984. The
state of New Mexico has also adjusted its business loan guarantee programs to make capital
available to business owners whose operations
are severely impacted by COVID-19. Information about this available on COVID Business Assistance page on the EDD website.
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To be a

First Lady Nancy Brault, wife of State Deputy John
Brault, nancybrault3@gmail.com.

Woman in God’s Service

Lady Linda Rangel, wife of Deacon Steve Rangel,
State Director of Liturgical Services

"Reflect that God requires nothing else of
us except that we show our neighbors the
love we have for God."
~~St. Catherine of Siena

Lady Maria Cortez, widow of Sir Knight Bill Cortez
(RIP), Council 6696; mgcortez@cableone.net, 505-8926559
Lady Flora Archibeque, wife of State Advocate Rudy
Archibeque

Book Corner

New Mexico State Knights ofColumbus
Knights’ Ladies~~~Woman-to-Woman

“When God Writes Your Life Story”
By Eric and Leslie Ludy
“When God Whispers Your Name”
By Max Lucado
“Agnes’ Gift”
By Kristelle Angelli
An inspirational and heartwarming
story about the power of the Holy Rosary.

This newsletter is posted on the
New Mexico State Council website: www.nmkofc.org
At the website you will also find
other interesting links, and various upcoming events, along with
the latest State Council news.

Recipe
Bunny Cookie Cups
Ingredients
1 package (16 oz.) Pillsbury "Ready to Bake"
1 cup frozen (thawed) whipped topping
1-1/2 cups finely chopped fresh strawberries
1 container (12 oz.) strawberry whipped “Ready to
Spread Frosting"
6 jumbo marshmallows
2 tablespoons pink sparkling sugar
24 miniature semi-sweet chocolate chips
12 heart-shaped red candies
Pink candy sprinkles
1 pouch (7 oz.) chocolate brownie icing
Purple fondant, if desired.
Baking Steps
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Spray 12 regular-size muffin cups with cooking
spray.
3. Place 2 cookie rounds in each cup.
4. Press in bottom and up side to form a shell.

Ladies,
please
spread the word that
this newsletter is no
longer being sent by
postal mail.


It can be downloaded from
www.nmkofc.org
or



Notify us to
Email it to you.

5. Bake 20-24 minutes or until golden brown (dough will
puff). With end of wooden spoon handle, press into each
cup to reshape. Cool 10 minutes; remove to cooling rack.
Cool completely.
6. Mix whipped topping and strawberries, divide among
cookie cups. Spoon frosting into decorating bag fitted
with a 1/2- inch plain tip; pipe over filling. Cut each
marshmallow into 4 slices; sprinkle cut sides with pink
sugar. Press slices into frosting for ears. Add chocolate
chips for eyes, red candy for nose and pink candy for
whiskers. Pipe chocolate icing for mouth. Roll fondant to
1/4 - inch thickness. Roll 1/4 - inch ball of fondant for
bow center. Cut out 2 small triangles, attach on either
side of ball.

