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Celebrate the Year of St. Joseph
State Deputy
Daniel Vigil
505-470-3525
daniel.vigil.nmkofc@gmail.com

State Chaplain
Rev. Larry R. Brito

Pope Francis declared 2021 as the Year of St. Joseph. As Knights we have an opportunity to reflect
upon the life and example of Saint Joseph and seek to imitate his virtue as our Blessed founder did.
We are happy to share resources to support brother Knights in this pursuit. Consider utilizing these
resources throughout the Year of St. Joseph and especially in preparation for the Solemnity of St.
Joseph on March 19 and the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker on May 1.
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State Secretary
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505-331-4504 (Cell)
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State Treasurer
Sam Serna
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samuelserna@msn.com
State Advocate
Chuck DuBois
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State Warden
Anthony Salazar
505-319-3233
Salazaranthony79@yahoo.com

Immediate Past State Deputy
John Brault
505-453-0158
jrbrault0@gmail.com

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH
To help men live out the joy of Christ, and to provide all members of the parish community with
examples of virtue, prudence and fatherhood, knights are encouraged to lead their communities in a
consecration to St. Joseph during this year of St. Joseph. By this act of consecration, we ask for the
aid and intercession of the foster father of Jesus Christ, St. Joseph, who serves as a true model for
every man. Preparing for the Consecration to St. Joseph is not a single event, it is choosing a way
of life for oneself. Through this act, each participant consciously chooses to be a beacon of God’s
love, authentic masculinity, and to hold himself and his brothers to the standard established by St.
Joseph, Chaste Protector of the Virgin, Defender of the Universal Church and Terror of Demons.
This consecration can be done by an individual, a family, a council, or an entire parish community.
It is important to make spiritual preparations leading up to the consecration by learning more about
St. Joseph and praying for his intercession regularly. The resources listed here can be used and
adapted as needed to make a Consecration to St. Joseph this year.
Preparing for Consecration to St. Joseph
St. Joseph Prayer Card

Vice Supreme Master
Richard Espinosa
505-796-2280
coachespi@yahoo.com
District Master
New Mexico
Clinton Deeley
575-749-3014
deeleyx4@msn.com
Insurance
General Agent
James McCabe
505-830-5770
505-830-5769 (Fax)
james.mccabe@kofc.org

LEARN MORE HERE
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Become a Knight

2021 NMSC State Convention

Join Online

CLICK

Congratulations
2021-2022 NMSC Officers

SUPREME WEBSITE
WWW.KOFC.ORG
STATE WEBSITE
WWW.NMKOFC.ORG

State Deputy – Daniel Vigil

STATE DIRECTORIES

RESOURCES/FORMS
SAFE ENVIRONMENT

State Secretary – Bernard Ela

FRATERNAL TRAINING

KNIGHTLINE EDITIONS

State Treasurer – Sam Serna

State Advocate – Chuck DuBois

State Warden – Anthony Salazar
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Supreme Convention Delegates

Deacon Steve Rangel

District Master Clinton Deeley

State Secretary Bernard Ela

State Advocate Chuck DuBois

State Warden Anthony Salazar
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2021 NMSC State Convention Preceding Book

Click to view the Preceding Book
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State Deputy Daniel Vigil

State Chaplain Rev Larry Brito

Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly
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Supreme Secretary Patrick Mason

State Advocate Chuck DuBois

Joseph Behnke, PSD,FVSM

Jim McCabe, General Agent, Matt Seltzer, Asst. General Agent
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State Deputy Daniel Vigil

State of the Order in New Mexico - May 1, 2021
Reverend Father, Worthy Supreme Officers, Worthy State Officers, Worthy District Deputies,
Worthy State Program Directors, Worthy Grand Knights, Worthy Delegates and My Brothers All,
The New Mexico State Team and I want to welcome you to the 2021 New Mexico State
Convention. For the protection of our members, our families, and our communities, we must once
again meet virtually.
The occurrence of the Covid-19 pandemic without a doubt changed our lives in an instant.
Shelter in place, social distancing, increased financial hardships and most devastatingly the inability
to celebrate Mass as we are accustomed.
It is because of this new reality that we were forced to adjust our mode of operations.
Virtual Conventions, online meetings, electronic voting, virtual installations, and online
exemplifications. All things that we would not have considered previously became standard
operating procedures.
Yet we continued to remember our Catholic values and our Order’s principles of, Charity,
Unity, and Fraternity. Throughout the state I witnessed our Brother Knights stepping into the
breach; providing support for our Brothers; providing support for our Parishes; and providing
support for our Communities.
During this past year, through the use of modern technology we have increased our fraternal
training; establishing peer to peer counseling; reinstated the State newsletter; expanded our video
conferencing abilities; rewrote the state service program and updated the State By-Laws.
Additionally, we implemented programs such as the Leave No Neighbor Behind Program.
While we suffered setbacks during the legislative session, we continued to proclaim our
belief in a culture of life. Additionally, we placed an ultrasound in Alamogordo and soon with your
assistance we will place another ultrasound in Santa Fe.
This year has also brought historic changes for our Order, the beatification of our founder,
Blessed Michael McGivney; the retirement of Past Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson and the
appointment of our new Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly; furthermore, we celebrated the
appointment of our new Supreme Secretary, PSD of New Mexico, Patrick T. Mason from Gallup.
In a recent call with our Worth Supreme Knight, he asked me to relay his appreciation to the
fraternal leadership of New Mexico, both at the state and council level, for keeping the mission of
our Order alive and well in New Mexico. I would also like to extend my thanks to our fraternal
leadership and our membership throughout this great state, there is no doubt that these were difficult
times, yet you preserved in our commitment to God, Church, and our Order.
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While this year has been about improvising, adapting, and overcoming, as we look forward,
we can see a year of hope, a year of promise, a year of rebuilding, not only for our Order but also for
our Parishes and our communities.
As our Worthy Supreme Knight stated in his address, “We are Father McGivney’s heirs, the
Knights of Columbus has never been more needed, our mission has never been more important, the
world is looking for men who look up to God and out for their neighbor. That is who we are and
who we must always be. Let us renew our commitment to charity unity and fraternity.”
With this in mind, moving forward as an Order, we will be engaged in the COVID
Recovery Program. The Covid Recover Program is designed to help our councils and their parishes
emerge strongly from the pandemic. The COVID Recovery Program focuses on resuming
operations in a way that inspires members and parishioners to become re-involved with church and
community activities. This program focusses on three key elements:
Parish Support, Interaction between state and local councils, and fraternal engagement.
In the end each council’s recovery plan will be unique but together in unity we will make a
difference in our Parishes and our Church across the state.
For us to meet the coming challenges we need men to join us into the breach. Men like you,
who understand the importance of charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism, men willing to make the
sacrifice of time, treasure, and talents for others.
It has been said that “the Knights are the strong right arm of the church” and that “where
there is a need there is a Knight” but the only way we can achieve a difference is through strength in
numbers the more Knights in our communities and our state the greater the impact we will have.
In the past we made membership in our councils our number one priority giving us the
ability to meet the challenges of the day, in order to meet these new challenges, we must once again
renew our efforts to make growth of the Order in New Mexico our number one priority.
While our jurisdiction’s number one priority must be growth; our number one responsibility
must be to keep our members interested and involved in our Order. Membership must provide value
for the members’ time, energy and dues while offering spiritual development for him and his family.
Service programs including the Covid Recovery Program must continue to be planned and
developed to meet the needs and desires of our membership as well as promote the principles of the
Order.
Without membership there is no service and with out service there is no membership!
In closing, I want to thank you for the opportunity to serve as your State Deputy. It has been
an honor to represent you and our great state this past year.
Once again, the State Team and I want to welcome you to the 2021 NM Virtual State
Convention.
May God Bless us and may Our Lady of Guadalupe and Blessed Michael McGivney guide
us and protect us.
Vivat Jesus!
Via Cristo Rey!

9

State Secretary Bernard Ela
My Dear Brother Knights:
Simplify the Complex with the Sign of the Cross
The last Sunday of May is Trinity Sunday. The complex is simplified when we bless ourselves with
the Sign of the Cross-- three distinct persons in one divine nature; the second person, Jesus Christ,
(having both divine and human nature) died on a cross to redeem us. No other gesture clearly marks
us as a Roman Catholic. Look at some of the days in the Knights of Columbus Fraternal Planner for
May that we mark with the sign of the cross and remember the workings of the Blessed Trinity:
•
•
•
•
•

Pentecost (May 23). Jesus kept His promise to never leave us as orphans and sent another
consoler (The Holy Spirit) to strengthen us.
KofC Mexican Martyrs (May 20). From the movie “For Greater Glory,” the 14-year old St.
“Joselito” Sanchez del Rio drew a cross on the ground as he was being martyred
Ascension of the Lord (May 13). Jesus, the Son of God, goes back to His Father who sent Him
to redeem the world
Mothers’ day (May 9). Let’s all bless our mothers, living and dead, with the sign of the cross
Memorial Day (May 31). A visit to a Veteran’s Cemetery with all the pristine white crosses
circles us back to the two central truths about our Catholic faith--God in three persons and that
Jesus died on the cross to redeem us

With the sign of the cross, let's ask God to bless the good works that we do as Knights of Columbus
to help the needy. Where there's a need there's a Knight!

Vivat Jesus and Viva Cristo Rey!
Bernard Ela
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State Treasurer Sam Serna
My Brother Knights,
“True devotion to our Lady is holy, that is, it leads us to avoid sin and to imitate the virtues
of Mary. Her ten principal virtues are: deep humility, lively faith, blind obedience, unceasing
prayer, constant self-denial, surpassing purity, ardent love, heroic patience, angelic kindness,
and heavenly wisdom." -St Louis Marie de Montfort.
I begin with a quote from St. Louis Marie de Montfort, as we begin the month of May, the
month of Mary. Most of us here in NM have began planting our gardens, started to have small
gatherings (cookouts), and have began preparing our councils for council elections. As we
ease into the next phase(s) of local, state and national mandates, we need to make sure we
continue keeping our parishes, our families and our neighbors safe.
I can’t say how proud I am of every member of the Knights of Columbus in our beautiful
state. You’ve demonstrated that our good works, focused on our core principles: Charity,
Unity and Fraternity over the past 14 months, have demonstrated our love for our neighbors.
“No Neighbor Left Behind” in the crisis we were in, became more than a slogan, it really
showed our communities what we’re all about. Thank you!
As we close out the fraternal year, please look around your parish and invite the men to take
advantage of the MCGIVNEY2020 (https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-theknights.htm) free membership promotion, which ends on June 30th.
I pray we close out the year strong and remember to pray the Rosary often during the month
of our Blessed Mother, “Our Lady of Fatima, Pray for Us”.
Vivat Jesus!
Samuel Serna
State Treasurer

11

State Advocate Chuck DuBois
My Brothers all.
Now that we have updated the New Mexico Knights of Columbus By Laws, It would
benefit all of us to get familiar with them, in the event a problem would arise. The old By
Laws were written in 2001. With what is going on in this world, we must stay up to date
and be able to change.
The resolution on council insurance was written to help protect all our brother knights, in
case of a lawsuit.
Also, make sure the brother knights who have to take the safe environment training, do so.
This is mandatory, so let’s get it done. I hope that we can meet in person soon and continue
all the programs that the Knights of Columbus do.
Vivat Jesu!
Chuck R. DuBois
State Advocate

State Warden Anthony Salazar
Worthy State Deputy, Rev. Father and My Brothers All,
Another month has come again I would like to congratulate all those councils that continue
to strive forward by working hard to get things done, great job to those council that continue
recruiting your efforts do make a difference. Let us finish this Fraternal Year with a hard
push assisting those in need in our communities, churches, councils, and families, utilizing
the Leave No Neighbor Behind and Faith
In Action Programs.
Also, let us not forget the upcoming 4th degree on May 15, 2021 should you know of any
brother wishing to advance to the Patriotic Degree, please contact our Worthy District
Master Clint Deeley.
Let us continue our prayers to the Blessed Michael McGivney.
Anthony Salazar
State Warden NMSC
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Membership Director Jimmy Beasley
I am so thankful that the pandemic is finally showing good signs of letting up. This past year has been
very challenging and trying at times with all of the restrictions. This changed the way most councils
function. Many of our councils seemed to have grinded to a halt by not conducting meetings much at
all during the past months. Others have really stepped up and kept on working through the tough times
and have been very productive with bringing new member families into the Order as well as finding
success in working their programs. This is in spite of the pandemic or, maybe because of it?
As of this writing New Mexico’s total membership stands at 9874 (net positive 9 Year to Date).
Thirty-two councils show a net positive increase in membership while 81 are standing at 0 or net
negative. Sixty-nine councils have not reported recruiting any new members and 8 districts showing
0 or net negative. This may seem disheartening but, there is good news. Those councils that are active
are doing very well. With the state goal of 25 Star Councils for the year and revised membership
quotas from Supreme, the goal of 25 is definitely within reach for many of our councils.
With two months left in the fraternal year and the easing of the pandemic restrictions, now is a great
time for all councils to step up and help their parishes re-open more fully. One way to do that is to
hold some type of recruiting drive. Because of the taxing year we have been going through, I am
seeing folks eager to get back ino a more purposeful way of life. Many are hungry to play a bigger
role in the parish and community. By offering these families membership into the Knights of
Columbus, they can help create excitement in the council. With that newfound excitement, it will
spread into the parish and community with bigger and better programs. When we build on our Faith
in Action program, it attracts other new member families. Programs and membership always build
upon each other. That being said, if councils are not actively recruit new members and working their
programs, they will not thrive. Who is in?
Many of our New Mexico councils are finding success with their recruiting efforts. The NMSC
January-March Ultra-sound Recruiting Incentive earners include councils 3131 Los Alamos (1), 3314
Espanola (2), 3388 Silver City (6), 3448 Farmington (3), 4227 Albuquerque (6), 6597 Ruidoso (1),
5729 Albuquerque (1), 8281 Truth or Consequences (1), 7633 Bernalillo (3), 9504 Cannon AFB (3),
9527 Las Cruces, (1), 10515 Santa Fe (1), 12282 Albuquerque (1), 13479 Albuquerque (1), 14254
Albuquerque (1), 15199 Rio Rancho, 15618 Bloomfield (1), 15787 Coyote (1), and 17083 Las Cruces
IHM (3). Each of these councils will have $25 placed into the State Council Ultra-Sound fund in the
name of the council. As a reminder, this incentive can be reported to Supreme Councils as an “Other”
Life Program for the Columbian Award.
The March One Member Per Month Per Council Incentive participating councils who reported new
members include 3314 Espanola (2), 3448 Farmington (2), 4227 Albuquerque (4), 6597 Ruidoso (1),
7633 Bernalillo (2), 9504 Cannon AFB (2), 9527 Las Cruces (1), 12282 Albuquerque (1), 13479
Albuquerque (1), 14254 Albuquerque (1), 15199 Rio Rancho (1), 15618 Bloomfield (1), 15787
Coyote (1), and 17083 Las Cruces IHM (3). Council 17083 Las Cruces IHM won the March One
Member Per Council Per Month Incentive drawing and the Highest % Members Recruited Incentive
for the month (100%). Congratulations are for each of these councils who are stepping up and
recruiting new members into the Order.
There is still time for many of our councils to step up and earn the Star Council Award if that decision
to do so is made. Every council should make every effort finish this year off on a positive note and
create a great beginning to the next one. Do not wait it out because it will be very difficult to try and
“start over post pandemic” from a standstill. Membership into the Order should be offered to every
eligible Catholic man and their families. The works we put in today will reap great blessings later. If
not now, when?
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Program Director Anthony Romero
My Brothers All,
To say that this past year was unprecedented is an understatement. Never before has a
pandemic closed down a global society. As New Mexicans, we live in a state where it is
first nature to greet someone with a handshake or a hug. We gather as friends and family to
share a meal and reminisce of family members and friends who are no longer with us. We
attend mass where we see our friends and neighbors and share a greeting as we leave the
church.
As Brother Knights, we have not let this pandemic slow down the revelation that our
Blessed Michael McGivney envisioned when he started our order. Our councils did not
back down, but they embraced the challenge, knowing well that the needs of our
parishioners and community members was going to multiply exponentially. This my
Brothers, is what we are all about. We continued to help our Priests, feed the needy and
clothe the homeless. We continued to mentor our youth, and comfort our elderly, via a
phone call or a visit from a social distance.
Our state is starting to open up, and with that, and opportunity for our members to once
again play a more active role within their parishes. We must continue to be a visible and
viable source of strength and hope for our parishioners. The programs set forth by Supreme
are not set in stone but gives us a guide of the many underlying programs and events that
we can hold. Plan your events as a council and with the assistance of your Parish Priests and
share these events with the other councils in New Mexico.
As the NM State Program Director, this year was my first in this role, and it took a very
different look than anything that I had seen since becoming Knight 26 years ago. However,
with the help and guidance from our Worthy State Deputy, State officers, Program
Directors, and my fellow Brother Knights, we accomplished so much more than we could
have ever imagined. We created new lines of communication between Districts, and
Councils, and I hope that this is only the beginning. We are so much stronger together, and
can accomplish so many more great things.
Today, we were blessed with and abundant amount of rain. Something that’s been missing
the last couple of years. This is a sign of a new beginning, a time for our flowers and trees
to blossom and share their beautiful colors and aromas with the world. The pandemic may
of slowed things down, but it didn’t stop who we are.
May God Bless each and every one of you and your families.
VIVAT JESU!
Anthony L. Romero
NM State Program Director
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Family Director Richard Garcia
Family Program
Brother Knights all
As we build our council programs let us all begin with The Family Fully Alive” program as
it will be our focus this fraternal year.
September Family Program Focus:
1. Family of the month submittals
2. Food for Family Program
3. Family Rosary Program

1 Timothy 5:8
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for
members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever.
Vivat Jesus

Richard Garcia
Richard Garcia
State Family Director

Vivat Jesus
Richard Garcia
State Family Director
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Community Director Steve Budenski
The Church Liturgic year in November began before Advent with the birth of Christ
going beyond Lent the death of Christ thru October of all denominations. The year
continues to direct our lives to build upon our faith in life to our community with
harmonious well beings of faith with others.
As a State Community Director in the Knights of Columbus, I would like to continue
helping our councils’ families in their church community when asked. How we do it
depends on members' interests via materials online, in print, and in our hearts. As we
Knights give fairness to our community people with the opportunity of a prosperous
life for all of them.
How we help the communities are one event at a time. Our Pastors help community
families to live a life in God's ways by providing safe families living within our
community.
Our councils’ members and parishioners ask the priests what can be done to assist our
families in our church community. Our Blessed Michael McGivney likes a council in
every church in New Mexi co. Our churches are getting a knight’s council in each one
of them. Soon we will end up with no more churches. What do we do? We make
Blessed Michael McGivney promises to take care of the family survivors in our
communities as men of faith to our familie s.
Men of faith must find ways to help others with communications in tough times. Talk
in areas where faith has helped others and oneself. There is no easy way to combat
troubles in life itself. Prayers are hard facts that need to be thought through in th ese
tough times. Men never ask for help but they should. I have watched Supreme
webinars that gave me ways to help others in their lives.
In the previous paragraph, community programs such as “Leave no Neighbor Behind”
has this opportunity for men in fait h to pray and do action in our communities of the
church and the city. We must contact people in councils and churches to see how they
are doing. Knights called parishioners and knights families if everything is good with
them and if they need things.
Lady of the Month submissions was very few from councils resulting in no Lady of
The Year submitted for 2021 State Awards due to Covid -19. Next year will be better I
know it will in Jesus’ name Amen. Community State Award (STSP) went to Council
13969.
Steven M Budenski, State Community Director, GK, FC
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Life Director Steve Ortley
Brothers,
Greetings and our Lord's blessings on you & yours.
I want to remind everyone we are continuing our fundraising efforts for
an ultrasound machine for Our Lady of Guadalupe clinic in Santa Fe. Our current governor
and legislators have done their worst to stop Pro Life efforts this last legislative session, so
our efforts are more critical than ever.
That being said, I'm asking each council to do three things:
1st - Raise funds for the State Council's Ultrasound account. This will expedite the saving
of more babies' lives in the Santa Fe area, plus build the account for future machines in the
state - perhaps in your vicinity.
2nd - continue, or begin, an education campaign in your parish. Get Father involved.
3rd - PRAY, PRAY, PRAY for an end of the culture of death and a renewal of the culture
of life.
Vivat Jesus
Steve Ortley
Life Director
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General Agent Jim McCabe
Spring is here, we have a new season and after a blessed Easter and a beautiful Eastertide, it's time
to start planning again. With spring and the break in the weather, I've started to put together my
honey-do list that will take me outside into the sunshine…at least I hope it's going to be sunny when
I get outdoors to do all these chores. I don't know about you, but this time of year seems to energize
me. After being cooped up all winter, and this year really being cooped up, I've been able to think of
all the things I need to get done. Some of that includes physical repairs around the house, getting the
lawn and flowerbeds ready to go, maybe even washing some windows.
Now when you get outside to get that work done, please, please be careful! I’m reminded of two
acquaintances who were up on ladders in the spring. In both cases, the ladder slipped, and each
gentleman sustained two broken arms! Out of commission for quite a while. But there are many
hazards that can put you out of commission…and that brings me to the important part of my
message this month. Protecting your greatest asset!
Your greatest asset is your ability to work and earn an income! Take your annual income (probably
fresh in your mind with tax filing day extended into May) and multiply it times your remaining
years of working. A 35 year old making $50,000 a year will earn $1.5 million in the next 30
years….if he never gets another raise! So, you have lots to protect. But what if you’re sick or hurt
and can’t work. Maybe it’s something simple like the gents above…a set of broken arms. But one
of my members laid his motorcycle down on his leg…off from work for two years! That’s a lot of
house payments to miss. Luckily, his disability income policy came to the rescue. It can happen to
any one of us.
And disability does not discriminate; man or woman; Black, white, Hispanic or Asian; young or old.
A 2014 CDA Long-Term Disability Claims Review had a number of notes: More than 1 in 4 of
today’s 20-year-olds will become disabled before they retire, 76% of us live paycheck to paycheck;
less than 5% of all disabling accidents and illnesses are work related. That means 95% of those are
not covered by Worker’s Compensation. You’re on your own 95% of the time. Turn to Social
Security; but Social Security’s report on SSDI says that only about 40% of applicants are awarded
benefits. Couple that with 69% of the private sector workforce having no long-term disability
income insurance and it’s no wonder disabilities are the #1 cause of mortgage foreclosures.
So what to do? Let’s get together and find out. Do you need disability income insurance? If so,
how much? Maybe you have some at work…is it enough? Is it taxable? Is it the right kind? Let me
suggest you put your mind and your family's mind at ease. Life is unpredictable, pandemic or not.
Let’s plan for the worst…but expect the best. We can’t see what the future will bring, I’m here to
help you plan for the unexpected. Let’s make sure that if you or your spouse are sick or hurt and
can’t work, that your family can stay in the home you’ve provided, pay the utilities, buy
groceries…make sure the basics are covered.
Meanwhile, stay safe and healthy.
Vivat Jesu!
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From First Lady Martina
Hi All,
I would like to share with you a special rosary the State Deputy and I attended at the Santa
Maria De La Paz Church on March 31st ,2021. The Knights of Columbus Council #10517
made a Rosary with candles and laid it in front of the alter. For each prayer said a candle
was lit by a designated person asked to do this. This was beautiful; written intentions were
placed in the middle of the rosary.
Thank you to Grand Knight Richard Martinez and Brother Knight Ralph Ortiz, also for the
Santa Maria De La Paz Council for doing this beautiful display of the Most Holy Rosary.
Blessings
Tina
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Prayer for Life
Almighty and loving
God,
You alone are the
Author of Life
and giver of human
rights.
You alone are sovereign
over life and death.
Give to our leaders, and
to each of us,
true conversion of heart
and mind
to act to end the sin of
abortion,
and all sins against life
now permitted under the
law of this land.
Holy Virgin of
Guadalupe,
Patroness of the
Americas and
Patroness of the Unborn
intercede for our
country.
So that all unborn
children,
their mothers and
fathers,
will know the power and
protection
of your maternal love.
May these fervent
prayers of our hearts
be granted in the name
of Jesus Christ,
Our Lord and
Savior. Amen

Culture of Life
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Brothers,
Per the email received from Steve Ortley, Life Director,
I want to remind everyone we are continuing our fundraising efforts for
an ultrasound machine for Our Lady of Guadalupe clinic in Santa Fe. Our current
governor and legislators have done their worst to stop Pro Life efforts this last legislative
session, so our efforts are more critical than ever.
That being said, I'm asking each council to do three things:
1st - Raise funds for the State Council's Ultrasound account. This will expedite the saving
of more babies' lives in the Santa Fe area, plus build the account for future machines in the
state - perhaps in your vicinity.
2nd - continue, or begin, an education campaign in your parish. Get Father involved.
3rd - PRAY, PRAY, PRAY for an end of the culture of death and a renewal of the culture of
life.
Council 14920 would like to challenge the other Councils to raise funds for the State
Council's Ultrasound Account. Council 14920 has donated $4000.
Yours in Christ,
Sk Carlos Esparza
Grand Knight 14920
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Supreme Chaplain's Monthly Challenge
MAY 2021
“As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and remain in his love. … This is my commandment: Love one another
as I love you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” (Gospel for May 9, Jn 15:9-10, 12-13)
Christ tells us we will remain in his love if we keep his commandments. Saying you love
someone can be easy, but it is really our deeds that reveal our love — or lack of it. Christ
showed us how to love by his example and by sacrificing his very life for us. To love as Christ
commands us to love demands action. The Letter of James says, “Be doers of the word and
not hearers only, deluding yourselves” (1:22). May each of us commit to keeping the
commandments and offering our very selves in service and sacrifice for others.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to meditate on the meaning of the Ten Commandments in your
life by picking one on 10 different days and praying about it for at least 10 minutes. Second,
during this month devoted to our Blessed Mother, I challenge you to assist your council in
implementing the Faith in Action Rosary program — showing your love of Christ by showing
your love of Mary.
Questions for Reflection:
Are you willing to proclaim to others that you love Christ? Does your life show this love by
your obedience to Christ and the teachings of the Church, or are there areas of your life where
you seem not to heed the Gospel? Are there times when you find it hard to love as Christ
commands, and if so, how can you seek to grow in love?
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NEW Program Option: Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour
For the remainder of the 2020-21 fraternal year, this prayer program can be used as a substitute for
the Pilgrim Icon program in the Faith category of Faith in Action. This prayer hour is centered on
the Rosary, with reflections based on the life of Blessed Michael McGivney and the writings of
recent popes. Click Here to Learn More

Faith in Action - Faith Programs

Faith in Action - Family Programs

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION

CONSECRATION TO HOLY FAMILY

Create annual opportunities for prayer and
reflection together as a fraternity. Under the
guidance of their chaplain, councils can
attend a retreat or day of reflection together
or perhaps organize their own event for the
men of their parish.

Revitalize our parishes by urging our parish
families to devote themselves to the ideal
model of familial love set by Jesus, Mary,
and Joseph. Invite each family in your parish
to consecrate themselves to the Holy Family.

Overview
Many Catholic young people can attest that
religious retreats are radically rejuvenating
spiritual events that often leave a lasting
impact on participants’ relationship to their
faith. Yet, so often, retreats seem only to be
open to students and youth. In conjunction
with pastors, councils and jurisdictions can
hold low-cost retreats of their own. These
events might be open only to council
members or men of the parish – or may be
open to entire families. If councils are unable
to organize these events themselves, they
could go as a group and attend a retreat in
their area to satisfy the requirement.
Additionally, councils are strongly
encouraged to consider visiting The Saint
John Paul II National Shrine in Washington,
D.C. as part of this program.

Overview
To help families live out the joy of Christ,
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori
has composed a prayer through which
families will come together to consecrate
themselves under the protection of the Holy
Family. In this prayer, we ask for the aid or
intercession of the perfect son Jesus Christ,
Mary the perfect mother, and Joseph who is a
model for every father. Councils will guide
their parishes and community to understand
and offer this prayer. Preparing for the
Consecration to the Holy Family is not a
single event. It is choosing a way of life for
your family. Through this consecration, each
participant is consciously choosing to be a
beacon of God’s love through His Church.

RESOURCES

RESOURCES
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Faith in Action - Community Programs

Faith in Action - Life Programs

HELPING HANDS

ULTRASOUND (FEATURED)

Put your faith into action and help people who
are less fortunate in your community. In the
spirit of our founder, Blessed Michael J.
McGivney, councils lead efforts to assist those
most in need. Guidelines for this program are
broad and can include forming partnerships
with local aid organizations or independently
planning unique activities.

Save lives by helping women choose life by
giving them the opportunity to view their
unborn children on ultrasound machines at prolife pregnancy centers. This initiative is funded
by Knights of Columbus state and local
councils with matching grants from the
Supreme Council’s Culture of Life Fund.

Overview
The Helping Hands Program is designed to
recognize the important work many councils
already do to care for the most disadvantaged
members of our communities – the homeless,
people who suffer from addiction, the elderly
who may feel isolated and abandoned, and
many others. Through this program, councils
will aid the needy through the activities they
feel best suit their community, such as serving
at or running a soup kitchen, repairing the
facilities of a local service organization or
something entirely unique. The requirements
for this program are very broad in order to
allow councils to serve their community in
whatever way is most needed.

Overview
The Knights of Columbus works together as an
organization to purchase ultrasound machines
for qualifying pregnancy centers. Discounted
prices for select machines are offered through
preferred pricing agreements arranged by the
Supreme Council. The list of preferred
machines is provided to sponsoring councils
after the pregnancy center is approved for
funding by the local diocese and the Supreme
Council. After the state and/or local council
raises 50% of the cost, the Knights of
Columbus Supreme Council will provide the
other 50% to complete funding for purchase of
an ultrasound. Or, if the council raises 100% of
the cost of a vehicle outfitted to serve as a
mobile medical unit for a pregnancy center, the
Supreme Council will provide 100% of the
funds for an ultrasound machine to be used in
that vehicle.

RESOURCES

RESOURCES
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Devine Mercy Devotion
Knights of Columbus Council 15788 and Catholic Daughters of the
Immaculate Conception Church in Albuquerque
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Every third Saturday of the month, The Knights from Council 14124 St Anne’s Albuquerque with
support from their Wives and the Ladies of the Altar and Rosary Society, distribute 7000 pounds
of food to 80 families.
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Our Lady of the Incarnate Word Council 15199 held a drive thru Burrito Sale, over 350 Burritos
were sold with profits going to Project Defending Life in Albuquerque.
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EXEMPLIFICATION OF CHARITY, UNITY AND
FRATERNITY
The Santa Fe Knights held their first public Exemplification at St Anne Catholic Church and hosted
by St Anne Holy Faith Council 15381, 20 Knights and 20 Parishioners were in attendance.
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Membership Incentives
Many of our New Mexico councils are finding success with their recruiting efforts. The
NMSC January-March Ultra-sound Recruiting Incentive earners include councils 3131
Los Alamos (1), 3314 Espanola (2), 3388 Silver City (6), 3448 Farmington (3), 4227
Albuquerque (6), 6597 Ruidoso (1), 5729 Albuquerque (1), 8281 Truth or Consequences
(1), 7633 Bernalillo (3), 9504 Cannon AFB (3), 9527 Las Cruces, (1), 10515 Santa Fe
(1), 12282 Albuquerque (1), 13479 Albuquerque (1), 14254 Albuquerque (1), 15199 Rio
Rancho, 15618 Bloomfield (1), 15787 Coyote (1), and 17083 Las Cruces IHM (3). Each
of these councils will have $25 placed into the State Council Ultra-Sound fund in the
name of the council. As a reminder, this incentive can be reported to Supreme Councils
as an “Other” Life Program for the Columbian Award.
The March One Member Per Month Per Council Incentive participating councils who
reported new members include 3314 Espanola (2), 3448 Farmington (2), 4227
Albuquerque (4), 6597 Ruidoso (1), 7633 Bernalillo (2), 9504 Cannon AFB (2), 9527 Las
Cruces (1), 12282 Albuquerque (1), 13479 Albuquerque (1), 14254 Albuquerque (1),
15199 Rio Rancho (1), 15618 Bloomfield (1), 15787 Coyote (1), and 17083 Las Cruces
IHM (3). Council 17083 Las Cruces IHM won the March One Member Per Council Per
Month Incentive drawing and the Highest % Members Recruited Incentive for the month
(100%). Congratulations are for each of these councils who are stepping up and recruiting
new members into the Order.
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Extended through June 30, Join us for free
online. Use promo code MCGIVNEY2020

Grand Knights and/or Financial Secretaries please pass this information along
to every member of your council to use as a tool in offering membership into
the Knights of Columbus to every eligible Catholic man.
As an eMember, the new knight will have the Order's Fraternal Benefits made
available to him and his family. It is also a great first step in him joining your
council and helping support the parish, families, life, and build a better
community by following Blessed Michael McGivney's vision for the Knights
of Columbus with our charity, unity, and fraternity in service to all.
Interested in joining the K of C? We are offering one year of FREE online
membership to men who join before the fraternal year’s end. Just use the
code MCGIVNEY2020 when signing up at kofc.org/join. Act now — this
offer expires June 30, 2021.
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Supreme Training
COVID RECOVERY PROGRAM
This webinar occurs several times. Please register for the date and time that works best for you.
Register now!
An introduction of the new COVID Recovery Program designed to help Councils seamlessly transition back to the
"Old Normal" and fully support their Priest and Parish through recovery from COVID.
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.

If you are looking for a little fun and want to learn something at the same time, please check out one of the
many learning webinars available over the next few months. All you have to do to spread the fun is
forward this email to the Grand Knights in your District, and then they and their teams can register for any
of the webinars available. The links below will help them to register for the sessions they choose to attend.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DISTRICT DEPUTY BASIC TRAINING
FAITH IN ACTION (How a District Deputy Can Help!)
GRAND KNIGHT BASIC TRAINING
COUNCIL GROWTH AND THE DELTA CHURCH DRIVE SYSTEM
YOU ARE YOUR PROGRAMS
ENHANCING MEMBER EXPERIENCE BY CREATING A CULTURE OF ENGAGEMENT
SURFIN’ SAFARI (KofC.org)
WORKING WITH YOUR PASTOR
NEW MEETING GUIDELINES

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
Viva Cristo Rey
Kenneth White
Regional Training Director-Western Territory
203-500-4096
ken.white@kofc.org
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Is your council on track to earn Star Council?
With only four months left of the fraternal year,
make sure your council is on track for earning Star
Council. Use the Star Council Checklist to set your
council up for success
2020-2021 REVISED AWARD
REQUIREMENTS
Council, Assembly, and District Award
requirements for the 2020-2021 fraternal year have
been revised in light of COVID-19. The
announcement of these changes can be found here.
You can also read more about these changes here.
2020-2021 Revised Award Criteria FAQ
2020-2021 Adjusted Membership Quotas

The Officers' Desk Reference now has a search
function.
As you know, the ODR is a powerful reference tool that
contains definitive guidance on a wide range of subjects
relating to the self-governance of Knights of Columbus
councils and assemblies, including:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Officers Online Access
The grand knight, financial secretary, and advocate
have access to Officers Online. If you have
misplaced your Invitation Code, you can call
the Customer Service Department (800) 3809995, option 2 for assistance.
New Form for Reporting Fraternal Benefits
Seminars
Fraternal Mission has released a new form that
general agents must use to report council fraternal
benefit seminars, which have replaced council
insurance quotas. The form (F11077) , which has
been made available to your general agents, will
help identify promotional activities that will drive
attendance.
Remember: no minimum attendance is required, but
councils must make every effort to promote these
great seminars, must send an email announcement to
all council members, and must do at least two of the
following: promote the seminar on social media,
announce the seminar in parish bulletin(s), announce
the seminars at Mass, and/or invite all council
prospects to attend.
These seminars will help us inform our brother
Knights, prospective members and their families
about all of the tremendous fraternal benefits
Council Officers & Service Program Personnel
Changes
For a member to be compliant with the Office of
Youth Protection, he must have an email in his
Primary Email filed on his General Information
screen in Member Management, to be assigned to
one of the following positions: Grand Knight,
Program Director, Community Director or Family
Director.
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Membership Issues
Council and Assembly Issues
Authorized Use of the Order’s Name
and Emblem
Media Publicity
Financial Issues
Social Communications
Tax Compliance
State Council Charitable Corporations
Charitable Giving
Protection of Membership and Financial
Information

This new search feature will help you locate the
information that you’re looking for more quickly. Simply
enter search terms in the search box as illustrated below.

New Guidelines for Council Meetings
Section 124 of the Charter, Constitution and Laws of
the Knights of Columbus requires each subordinate
council to hold at least two regular meetings each
month.
•

One is a Council meeting for all members.
The purpose of this meeting is to build
fraternal spirit, to share information, to
strengthen formation in the faith, and to
present matters that require the vote of
council members.
• The other monthly meeting is an Officers’
Planning meeting. The purpose of this
meeting is to plan programs, develop
budgets, pay approved bills, prepare
motions, discuss new ideas, and deal with
other necessary matters. Council officers,
directors, and chairpersons are required to
attend this meeting. This meeting is open to
any council members who wish to attend.
Click here for the guidebook for Council Meetings
In addition to guidance on running these two types
of meetings, this guidebook also contains a section
on virtual meetings and the conduct of business by
virtual means.

The Retention Committee examines reasons why
Knights become inactive and let their membership
lapse, plans programs to conserve the council's
membership and anticipate and solve problems that
may cause membership suspensions.
The deputy grand knight should be named to the
position of retention chairman and his committee be
composed of the council's trustees.
After discovering problems, the committee should
work with council officers to remedy them.
This committee plans programs to conserve the
council's membership and anticipate and solve
problems that may cause membership suspensions.
Safe Environment Program
Councils in which a grand knight also holds the
program, community and family director roles will
NOT be considered compliant with the Knights of
Columbus safe environment program.
Review the council Safe Environment Member
Status report on Officers Online and provide needed
emails using Member Management.

Fraternal 'How To' Video Library
Follow along the step-by-step Forms videos as you
complete the Fraternal Programs Report (#10784),
or learn more about council meetings, Officers
Online, Member Management and Member Billing,
and more! To access the library,
visit kofc.org/membership, click on the
blue "Training & Webinars" button, then click
the "Fraternal 'How To' Videos" box.
Virtual Fraternal Operations
When was the last time your council gathered? Is
your council still operating remotely?
Visit kofc.org/fraternaloperations to review all the
tools and guidelines for virtual council meetings,
voting, programs, and more.
Reporting on All Council Programs
All Faith in Action programs may be adapted to
meet the unique needs and demands of their council,
parish, and community. Use the Fraternal Program
Report Form (#10784) to report on any and all
council activity within one of the four Faith in
Action categories.
Retention
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New Favors Reported Through Father McGivney’s Help
Since the K of C founder’s beatification in October 2020, faithful around the world continue
to report answered prayers due to his intercession.
By Andrew Fowler4/8/2021

An image of Father Michael J. McGivney hangs over the altar at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford,
Conn., during his beatification Mass held on Oct. 31, 2020. Photo by Daniel Kwon/Spirit Juice Studios.

•
Father Michael J. McGivney’s role in the miraculous healing of Michael “Mikey” Schachle
from fetal hydrops was recognized last May by Pope Francis. The Holy Father then officially
declared the Knights of Columbus founder Blessed by an apostolic letter that was read at the Mass
of beatification Oct. 31, 2020. Father McGivney’s beatification brings him one step closer to the
declaration of his sainthood and affirms his role as an intercessor for the prayers of the faithful.
•
In recent months, Catholics around the world have reported favors linked to Blessed
Michael McGivney’s intercession. The website of the Father Michael J. McGivney Guild keeps
a list of those favors, ranging from COVID-19 recoveries to finding new employment to apparently
miraculous healings, and more.
•

Here is a sample of recently reported favors:

•
Knight Recovers from COVID-19
“A member of our K of C council (11237) became severely ill with COVID-19 and was on the
verge of requiring intubation to be placed on a ventilator. We organized Knights across the state of
Oklahoma to begin praying the rosary together for him on Zoom, followed by the Blessed Michael
McGivney prayer, with the intention being his recovery. After we started these prayers, his oxygen
levels improved and he is now out of ICU. His doctor told him it is nothing short of a miracle that he
survived an illness of this severity.” — Resident of Edmond, Okla. (submitted March 5, 2021)
•
Nephew Recovering from COVID-19
“My nephew, Andrew, developed a very serious case of COVID-19. He was in the hospital for over
eight weeks and was very close to death. I said the Blessed Michael McGivney Novena twice, and
as I started the third time, Andrew left the hospital and went into rehab. He is now home and doing
well. I truly believe that God, with the intercession of Blessed Father McGivney, saved Andrew’s
life.” — Resident of Manalapan, N.J. (submitted Jan. 26, 2021)
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•
Employment Opportunity
“My wife’s work situation was causing her added stress because she was being asked to take
additional duties that she was never trained or hired to do. She and a co-worker applied for the same
position with a different employer. I prayed the novena and prayer for Father McGivney’s
beatification for my wife’s work situation to improve and for her to be hired for the position she
applied for. Yesterday, October 29, on Day 8 of the novena, my wife was hired at the new employer
with a small increase in pay! She starts her new position on November 16.” — Resident of Rio Rico,
Ariz. (submitted Oct. 31, 2020)
•
Recovery After a Heart Attack
“I heard that an acquaintance suffered a heart attack and was in the hospital. Upon hearing the news,
I prayed to Father McGivney and continued praying the next several days. Then I asked a friend if
she had heard any news, and she said that the family was saying goodbyes and withdrawing life
support. I returned home and prayed again to Father McGivney for a miraculous recovery and
comfort to her husband and three children. The next day, I received an email that she was awake and
they had prayed over her with a relic of Father McGivney.” — Resident of West Hartford, Conn.
(submitted Dec. 11, 2020)
•
Healing of My Son
“Around 1 a.m. this morning, I was awakened by my wife’s loud voice, saying that our second son’s
body temp reached an astonishing 40 deg C (104 F) and he also vomited twice. She gave one dose
of paracetamol and 30 minutes later, she fell asleep. I extended my right hand to our son and
touched his forehead. I offered a prayer and asked for Blessed Michael McGivney’s intercession to
heal our son. When my wife woke up around 8 a.m. to check his condition, she was surprised that
his fever was gone entirely.” — Resident of Panabo City, Davao del Norte, Philippines (submitted
Nov. 15, 2020)
•
A Successful Ultrasound Project
“Council 4877 successfully raised over $23,000 for an ultrasound machine for the Charis Pregnancy
Help Center in Fond du Lac, Wisc. The miraculous part was that it was completed in fewer than five
months, ending the last week of October 2020. The members of our council used the Prayer for the
Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney to ask for his intercession for our project. Donations
ranged in amounts from $20 to a single donation of $15,000 by a local couple. Many Wisconsin K
of C councils and local residents contributed to the cause. Thanks be to God!” — Resident of Wipon,
Wisc. (submitted Dec. 15, 2020)
•
Cured Throat Cancer
“In the fall of 2019, David informed all of us that he had contracted Stage 4 throat cancer and his
doctors told him that he had maybe six months to live since the cancer was discovered so late in the
process. It was during a family Zoom visitation on Christmas Day that Dave gave us all the very
exciting news that his doctors have told him that he somehow (they claim that they do not know
how) no longer has any active cancer cells actively attacking his body at this time. Many Knights
have been praying for David for many months now.” — Resident of Norwalk, Calif. (submitted Dec.
27, 2020)
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•
Help in Hotel Industry During Pandemic
“I work in the hotel industry. With the new government regulations, we missed being allowed to
operate as a quarantine hotel. It had a huge impact on our team’s livelihoods. I prayed to Father
McGivney for help that we may be considered. Yesterday, my prayer was answered — we have
been added and accepted as a quarantine hotel. Of note, Father McGivney’s feast day is the same as
my birthday; he was an immigrant, so am I; he died during a pandemic, and he has answered my
prayer during a pandemic. I truly believe that Father McGivney has been instrumental in interceding
and allowing my prayer to be answered.” — Resident of Hong Kong (submitted Jan. 19, 2021)
•
Pain Relief
“I had pain in my left leg for a long time. I talked to my doctor about it, but nothing was done. After
years of complaining, I was referred to a specialist who could not find anything wrong, but the pain
did not go away. I prayed to Blessed Michael McGivney and the pain went away. This was before
Father Michael was elevated to “blessed.” I thank Father McGivney and God for this favor.”
— Resident of Florida (submitted Jan. 26, 2021)
•
Helping a Seminarian
“I am a seminarian from the Philippines. Since I was a child, I have heard about Father Michael.
When I was about to enter the seminary, I asked his kind intercession so that I may pass the entrance
exam and after many days, the seminary said that I passed. He helped me, he interceded for me, and
I chose him as my patron.” — Resident of the Philippines (submitted Feb. 25, 2021)
•
Have you prayed for Blessed Michael McGivney’s intercession? Do you believe God has
granted a favor in connection with these prayers? If so, please report them here. Do you have a
favor believed to have been granted due to the intercession of Father McGivney? Submit it here.
•
Join Knights and their families everywhere in praying the Prayer for the Canonization of
Blessed Michael McGivney.

Click here to join The Guild
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Knights of Columbus Insurance

The Knights of Columbus offers a complete portfolio of top-quality products to our members and their eligible
family members:
Permanent Life Insurance – Insure Your Life for Life
Term Life Insurance – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs
Retirement Annuities – Give Yourself a Paycheck for the Rest of Your Life. Guaranteed.
Long-Term Care Insurance – Protect Your Assets. Prepare for the Future.
Disability Income Insurance – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury

VALUABLE ASSISTANCE AND PROGRAMS FOR CATHOLIC FAMILIES

Click on the shield for more information.
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Saint John Paul’s Prayer For Peace

Lord Jesus Christ, who is called the Prince of Peace,
who are yourself our peace and reconciliation,
who so often said, "Peace to you," grant us peace.
Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice,
and brotherly love.
Banish from their hearts whatever might endanger peace.
Enlighten our rulers that they may
guarantee and defend the great gift of peace.
May all peoples on the earth
become as brothers and sisters.
May longed for peace blossom forth
and reign always over us all.
- Pope John Paul II
“Most important, we were all given a Rosary at our First Degree Exemplification, NOW, is the time to pray it
daily. Now is the time for us to Unite as brothers and help each other and our neighbors. Stand up as a
Knight, do your part. PRAY often and help others”.
Brother Raul Griego, San Felipe Council 14254
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Knight’s Prayer

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all the activities of our Order.
Keep us true to our pledge, to extend the kingship of thy
Divine Son on earth.
Through Thine intercession, win for us the grace, ever to exemplify
in our public and private lives, the virtues that should characterize
those especially dedicated to the service of the heavenly court. Make us always
aware that as your Knights, we are constantly observed, our faith judged,
and our Order appreciated.
Accept, O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devotion,
of Thy Servants, the Knights of Columbus.

To submit articles for the Newsletter please send them to nmkcnews@gmail.com by the
10th of the month for the next month’s publication. Please send in a word (.doc) format and
photos in a .jpg format
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