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From the Grand Knight

Brother Knights,
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You’ve heard the joke about family gatherings, haven’t you? If you weren’t related to these
people, you’d never see them. What a horrible punchline, really.
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1 Corinthians 13:7 says, “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things.”

RECORDER
Michael R Arias
TREASURER
David B Goode
ADVOCATE
SK Kevin E Georges
WARDEN
SK Edward J Torres
INSIDE GUARD
J Saul Houidobre
OUTSIDE GUARD
Gerald H Simnacher
3-YEAR TRUSTEE
Joseph T Gonzales
2-YEAR TRUSTEE
Nicholas R Gonzales
1-YEAR TRUSTEE
John A Topolski
CHAPLAIN
Father Vincent P Dominguez

SERVICE PROGRAMS
PROGRANS DIRECTOR
Albert P Muniz
YOUTH CHAIRMAN
J Saul Houidobre

RESPECT FOR LIFE DIRECTOR
Albert P Muniz
COMMUNITY DIRECTOR
SK Edward J Torres
CHURCH DIRECTOR
Christopher E Salas
FAMILY DIRECTOR
Michael R Arias
INSURANCE PROMOTION
SK Edward J Torres

God’s world has purpose in everything. Everything. He gave you a specific family for specific
reasons. It’s super easy to be nice to people we aren’t around very much. Short-term “love”
is pretty common. It’s when we get in close quarters with long-term relationships that our
character really comes out.
Sure, some family members are not nice people. There are still ways to manage that, taking
our cues from Scripture. Love, especially family style, is for the long haul. That beautifully
worded verse from 1 Corinthians says it all. We bear one another’s burdens, and we hope
for the best. And we endure any obstacle that blocks us from truly loving the family God has
gifted us with. We should always remember to pray: Lord, remind us daily of the unique gift
our families are for us. Help us look for ways to enhance these special communities you’ve
placed us in. Amen
Remember, we will be spending time with our families during the upcoming Thanksgiving
and Christmas holidays. What if this year’s holiday dinners could be different? You might
still get stuck listening to Uncle John’s timeworn tales, but you can choose how you and
your spouse will deal with some of the challenges that come with family get-togethers.
You can’t control your family, but you can control your responses to the things they say or
do. The best time to think about how you’ll respond is before you leave home or before
they come to your house. Think of it this way: You already know what kind of comments to
expect. What if you responded to those comments with Grace? Not sure what that looks
like? Here’s a nugget of ancient wisdom: “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word
stirs up anger” (Proverbs 15:1). Remember, “Do not take to heart all the things that people
say” (Ecclesiastes 7:21). If you can’t pretend everything is fine, imagine the difference you
can make by choosing grace instead of hurtful remarks.
It’s OK to feel nervous about spending time with relatives. But you can enjoy time together
and avoid digging out from family friction by making wise decisions about how you deal with
stress, as you support your spouse, your kids and loved ones by doing what you can to make
the situation less stressful.
We have several council events scheduled and we will also participate in planned district
events. Please see the Calendar of Events section and make your plans to assist.
Your humble servant & brother in Christ,
SK Gary D Trujillo, Grand Knight

"We do not come to church to attend the service as a spectator, but in order, along
with the priest, to serve God. Everything we do—our entering, being present, our
kneeling and sitting and standing, our reception of the sacred nourishment—should
be divine service. This is so only when all we do overflows from the awareness of a
collected heart and the mind’s attentiveness." — Fr. Romano Guardini

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
November 2 – Hau (Tommy) N Nguyen
November 5 – Ernest C Seiger
November 21 – George J Marquez III
December 19 – Jacque Zamora
December 22 – Gary D Trujillo
December 24 – Jason H Rodarte
On behalf of your Council’s Brother Knights, we wish
you a very Happy Birthday!

COUNCIL RECOGNITIONS
October 2021 Knight of the Month: Joseph H Pohl
October 2021 Family of the Month: David & Cathy Ortiz Family
Upcoming Calendar of Events:
November 4 – St. Charles Borromeo Feast Day
November 4 – Project Defending Life Gala
November 7 – Council & District 1 Soccer Challenge @ St. Charles 12:30 – 4:30pm
November 13 – District 1 Fraternal Benefits Seminar @ Church Of The Ascension
November 14 – St. Charles Borromeo Parish Turkey Bingo
November 17 – Officers Planning Meeting @ 6:30pm (Virtual & In-Person) (1 week early due to thanksgiving)
November 17 – Council Business Meeting @ 7:30pm (Virtual & In-Person) (1 week early due to thanksgiving)
November 21 – Breakfast Burrito Fundraiser after Sunday Masses
December 4 & 5 – Arts, Crafts, Rummage Sale in Gym
December 5 – Blood Drive in Gym
December 11 & 12 – Posole Fundraiser after All Masses
December 18 - Multi-District Meeting @ Holy Family 8am – 2pm
December 18 – Council Holiday Potluck @ 6:30 in St. Charles School Cafeteria
Tamale/Relleno Pickup in Knights Hall 1pm – 6:30pm
December 25 – The Nativity of Jesus Christ, Christmas
Live first and foremost in My Presence. Gradually you will become more aware of Me than of people and
places around you. This awareness will not detract from your relationships with others. Instead, it will
increase your ability to give love and encouragement to them. My Peace will permeate your words and
demeanor. You will be active in the world, yet one step removed from it, You will not be easily shaken
because My enveloping Presence buffers the blow of problems. This is the path I have set before you. As you
follow it wholeheartedly, you experience abundant Life and peace.

St. Charles Borromeo (1538 – 1584)
St. Charles Borromeo was born into an ancient and wealthy family in Lombardy, Italy. When his uncle became Pope Pius IV, Charles
was brought to Rome to take over several important assignments connected with the Vatican. He was ordained to Holy Orders at the
age of 25 and was later made Archbishop of Milan, a position of high influence in the Church, and Cardinal. He initiated large-scale
reform of his enormous and dilapidated diocese, which had not seen a resident bishop in 80 years. Clergy were ignorant and
disobedient, religious were negligent and scandalous, and the laity had drifted from Church teaching. He rectified abuses and
maintained the integrity of the Church's internal structure, all for which he encountered strong opposition and threats against his life.
He also established hospitals, seminaries, orphanages, and the first Sunday School classes. He was a key player in the Council of Trent
and kept it going when it was in danger of breaking up. He was a prominent defender of Church teaching in the Counter-Reformation
and helped produce an official catechism. His counsel was widely sought, especially by the Catholic kings and queens of Europe and
the popes under whom he served, and his virtue was evident to all. Throughout his life he held his rank and authority with humility,
living austerely and constantly striving for sanctity. When plague and famine hit Milan in 1576, Charles stayed in the city to care for
those in need and borrowed large sums of money to feed tens of thousands of people each day. Exhausted from his reforming labors,
he died at the age of 46. St. Charles Borromeo is the patron of catechists, catechumens, seminarians, spiritual directors, and bishops.
His feast day is November 4th.

MONTH OF THE
HOLY SOULS
The Catholic Church dedicates the entire month of November to praying in a special way for the Holy Souls in Purgatory. The
Holy Souls (also called the Faithful Departed) are members of the Church who await the purification of their souls before joining
the saints in heaven for all eternity. Specifically, they are referred to as the Church Suffering (the saints in heaven are the Church
Triumphant, and the faithful on earth are the Church Militant).The poor souls in purgatory cannot pray for themselves or do
anything to hasten their entrance into heaven, but we can and ought to pray for them as an act of charity. The feast of the Holy
Souls is November 2nd.

MONTHLY CHALLENGE FROM THE SUPREME CHAPLAIN
An exciting initiative called “Monthly Challenge from the Supreme Chaplain.” Check out this month’s challenge below. A
new challenge for each month will be shared on the Knights of Columbus social media pages, as well as in Knightline and
Columbia magazines. It is also available in multiple languages at www.kofc.org.
“Amen, I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all
contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed all she had, her whole
livelihood.” (Gospel for Nov. 7, Mk 12:43-44
REFLECTION
“Give until it hurts” might seem like a tired old cliché, but it has merit nonetheless. It’s fairly easy to give from our excess —
what we don’t really need — but real sacrifice begins when we go beyond that. The widow in the parable, in giving what to
many people would be a bit of loose change, offered a more meaningful gift than the wealthy who donated far larger sums
they would hardly miss. But there’s another layer of meaning here: Unlike the wealthy, the widow gave everything she had
to God and put her trust completely in his divine providence. May we recognize that she made the wiser investment.
JUNE CHALLENGE
This month, I challenge you to review your charitable giving and to pray about whether God is asking you to contribute
something more. Second, I challenge you to participate in your council’s Food for Families or Coats for Kids Faith in Action
program.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
How does God wish you to balance providing for yourself and your family with serving others? Do you find you put your
trust in material goods and wealth, rather than in God? What are some specific, concrete ways you might do better at
sharing your blessings with the less fortunate?
Engage in the challenge and put your faith into action today! Vivat Jesus!

The Meaning of "Advent“
The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his
First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. Thus, Advent is far more than simply marking
a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in Christ whereby all of creation might be
reconciled to God. That is a process in which we now participate, and the consummation of which we anticipate. Scripture reading for
Advent will reflect this emphasis on the Second Advent, including themes of accountability for faithfulness at His coming, judgment
on sin, and the hope of eternal life.
In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes the spiritual journey of individuals and a congregation, as they affirm
that Christ has come, that He is present in the world today, and that He will come again in power. That acknowledgment provides a
basis for Kingdom ethics, for holy living arising from a profound sense that we live "between the times" and are called to be faithful
stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. So, as the church celebrates God’s inbreaking into history in the Incarnation, and
anticipates a future consummation to that history for which "all creation is groaning awaiting its redemption," it also confesses its
own responsibility as a people commissioned to "love the Lord your God with all your heart" and to "love your neighbor as yourself.“
Because of the dual themes of threat and promise, Advent is a time of preparation that is marked by prayer. While Lent is
characterized by fasting and a spirit of penitence, Advent’s prayers are prayers of humble devotion and commitment, prayers of
submission, prayers for deliverance, prayers from those walking in darkness who are awaiting and anticipating a great light!

Brother Knights,
With holidays approaching we get busier and busier…right through to the end of the year. It seems nearly
non-stop with family gatherings, holiday shopping, special programs at the parish and at schools.
Everybody gets busy! From what I’ve read about shipping and trucking delays of getting shelves restocked
it looks like Christmas shopping will need to start even earlier for many.
As busy are you are, here is one item that needs your attention: If you have not yet completed the Annual
Survey, please take just a few minutes and respond. It’s easier than ever; it can be done online at
www.KofCSurvey2021.org. Your responses help me understand your current situation better. That in turn
allows me to be of better service to you. For some of you that means referring you or a family member to
one of our many fraternal benefits. For others it may mean updating important contact or family information.
Still others may benefit from a comprehensive look at their current insurance plans. With our new financial
needs analysis tool and a few minutes together, I can give you an accurate picture of where you stand when
it comes to your family’s protection. With our full suite of products, life insurance, long-term care insurance,
disability income insurance and retirement annuities, I can help in most any situation.
Our financial needs analysis allows me to gather information from you and make fact-based
recommendations based on your wants, needs, and desires. With the help of computer modeling we can
look at a variety of scenarios and help ensure you are on the right track regardless what lies ahead.
Now, before things get too busy, let’s meet and take a look at where you stand. Maybe you’re in good
shape in one area, but could use some shoring up in another. Those blind spots can be problematic, but
once identified you can take the necessary steps to address them.
Thank you to the many brothers who have met with me so far this year. I’ve been very fortunate to be of
service to them and their families. Even as the end of the year gets busy, I look forward to helping more.
Vivat Jesus!

Sir Henry Drees, FA
Knights of Columbus Insurance
Phone: 505-269-8688
henry.drees@kofc.org
A man saw a snake being burned to death and decided to take it out of the fire. When he did, the snake bit him. The bite caused
excruciating pain, the man dropped the snake, and the reptile fell right back into the fire. The man tried to pull it out again and
again the snake bit him.
Someone who was watching approached the man and said: “Excuse me, but don't you understand that every time you try to get
the snake out of the fire, it's going to bite you? Why are you being stubborn?”
The man replied: “The nature of the snake is to bite, but that's not gonna change my nature, which is to help.”
So, with the help of a metal pole, the man took the snake out of the fire and saved its life.
Do not change your nature simply because someone harms you. Do not lose your essence, only take precautions. Worry more
about your conscience than your reputation. Your conscience is what you are, and your reputation is simply what others think of
you - and what other people think is not your problem... it's theirs.

