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Saint Jose,
Littlest soldier of
Christ,
whose last bloody
steps
brought you to the
arms
of our Lady and our
Lord.
Keep healthy and
strong
the steps of our Lord’s
soldiers who remain
here on earth,
so that they may have
your strength to
endure
and preserve to the
end.
Amen
Viva Cristo Rey!

Knights of Columbus Founder Father Michael McGivney Moves
Closer to Sainthood

Priest launched international lay movement, died in 19th century
pandemic

ROME – The Vatican today (May 27) announced that Pope Francis Pope Francis approved the
promulgation of a decree recognizing a miracle attributed to the intercession of the founder of
the Knights of Columbus, Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney, a Connecticut priest who
served his flock during the pandemic of 1890, before himself becoming ill and dying of
pneumonia.

The pope’s action means that Father McGivney can be declared “Blessed,” the step just prior to
sainthood. An additional miracle attributed to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required
Saint Jose Sanchez Del
for his canonization as a saint.
Rio,
Pray for the Patriotic
Degree of the Knights
of Columbus

McGivney is best known for founding the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Nearly a century
before the Second Vatican Council, his prescient vision empowered the laity to serve Church
and neighbor in a new way. Today, the Knights of Columbus is one of the largest Catholic
organizations in the world with 2 million members in North and Latin America, the Caribbean,
Asia, and Europe.
The miracle recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s intercession involved an unborn
child in the United States who in 2015 was healed in utero of a life-threatening condition after
prayers by his family to Father McGivney.

Click

A date will soon be set for the beatification Mass, which will take place in Connecticut. It will
include the reading of an apostolic letter from the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title
“Blessed” on Father McGivney.
Earlier this year, in an address to the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors, Pope Francis
said the organization has been faithful “to the vision of your founder, Venerable Michael
McGivney, who was inspired by the principles of Christian charity and fraternity to assist those
most in need.”
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NM East
DM Ed Martinez
Assemblies
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“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up their sleeves and put
their faith into action,” Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said. “He was decades ahead of his
time in giving the laity an important role within the Church. Today, his spirit continues to shape
the extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they continue to serve those on the margins of
society as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s. Father McGivney also remains an
important role model for parish priests around the world and left us a transformative legacy of
effective cooperation between the laity and clergy.”
Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in Waterbury, Connecticut, Father McGivney was a
central figure in the dramatic growth of the Church in the United States in the late 19th century.
Ordained in Baltimore in 1877, he ministered to a heavily Irish-American and immigrant
community in the then-Diocese of Hartford. At a time of anti-Catholic sentiment, he worked
tirelessly to keep his flock close to the faith in part by finding practical solutions to their many
problems – spiritual and temporal alike. With a group of the leading Catholic men of New
Haven, he founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882 at St. Mary’s Church to provide spiritual
support for Catholic men and financial resources for families that had suffered the loss of their
breadwinner.
The fledgling group soon became a major force in the areas of evangelization, charity, racial
integration, and the defense of religious freedom.
Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in parish ministry and died of pneumonia on
August 14, 1890— two days after his 38th birthday – after falling ill amid a pandemic. Recent
scientific evidence indicates that that pandemic – like the current one – may have been caused
by a coronavirus.
Known by his contemporaries for his devotion to the faith and his embodiment of the
characteristics of the “Good Samaritan,” his cause for sainthood was opened in the Archdiocese
of Hartford in 1997. St. John Paul II – who was pope at that time – lauded Father McGivney’s
principles, stating in 2003, “In fidelity to the vision of Father McGivney, may you continue to
seek new ways of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world and a spiritual force for the renewal
of the Church in holiness, unity and truth.”
In March 2008, he was declared a Venerable Servant of God by Pope Benedict XVI, who during
his visit to St. Patrick’s Cathedral cited the “remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary
American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, whose vision and zeal led to the
establishment of the Knights of Columbus.”

NM South
DM Richard Hoyle
Assemblies
684,689,1939,2202

Two recent books also tell the story of Father McGivney and his legacy: Parish Priest (2006), his
biography; and the The Knights of Columbus: An Illustrated History (2020).
More information is also available at www.FatherMcGivney.org

505-681-7342
nmtumbleweeds@comcast.

Photos and other visual resources are available here.

net
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I pray you and your families are doing well.
Congratulations to our newly elected State Officers for the 20-21 Fraternal Year:
State Deputy: Daniel Vigil
State Secretary: Bernard Ela
State Treasurer: Samuel Serna
State Advocate: Chuck Dubois
State Warden: Anthony Salazar

LAWS AND RULES
PROTOCOL HANDBOOK
DRILL MANUAL
TRAINING VIDEOS –
FATHER STEPHEN ADRIAN
ASSEMBLY 2736, GILBERT ,
AZ


ENTERING THE
CHURCH



RETRIEVING OF
COLORS



POSTING OF COLORS



HONOR GUARD
INSPECTION AND
COMPETITION

PATRIOT DEGREE
MATERIAL

Also, thank you to the current State Officers for your time, dedication and guidance:
Worthy State Deputy- John Brault
Worthy State Secretary- Daniel Vigil
Worthy State Treasurer- Bernard Ela
Worthy State Advocate- Rudy Archibeque
Worthy State Warden- Samuel Serna
Additionally, thank you Sir Knights Gilbert Perez and Terry Davenport for all the behind the
scenes work you have done to help the State Council. Last but not least, congratulations to all
the new Assembly and Council Officers who have been recently elected. To the current
Assembly and Council Officers without each of you volunteering your time and talents, the
New Mexico Knights of Columbus would not be an outstanding organization!
The month of June and the end of the Fraternal Year has arrived. Complete your Assembly’s
Civic and Star Award paperwork and continue your great works within your Assemblies
Please complete your Assembly Elections and forward your Form 186’s to me by June 15, 2020.
In the coming weeks, make time and work with the District Marshals to schedule Installations
between July and October.

Fund Meals For Homeless
And Hungry Veterans for
FREE

Contact the Editor

On another note, due to the ongoing restrictions on mass gatherings, I am officially canceling
the Exemplification in Roswell. I pray we can have one soon after the Fraternal Year begins.
I have recently seen fellow Sir Knights supporting their Parishes with the preparation of masses
again. I am inspired as to how our Knights have supported their churches with the Social
distancing protocols.
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One last note, the Supreme Master has put out guidance on the wear of masks while in uniform.
While under a state mandated requirement of mask wear, Color Corps activities will use a plain
black mask with black loops. These can be purchased or made.
I continue to encourage contact with our fellow Brother Knights though phone calls and emails
to check up on each other. If able, offer to help more vulnerable Brothers and Parishioners
with support such as grocery shopping and running errands for them. Let’s help one another,
where we can! Meanwhile, continue to support Council and Assembly activities such as: online
prayer groups, meetings, drive thru can drives…etc.
Lady Trudy and I extend our prayers to you and your families during these challenging times.
Stay Positive, Stay Informed and Stay Faithful.
Saint John Paul II
Pray for the New
Mexico Patriotic
Degree of the
Knights of
Columbus

Once again, my sincere gratitude for your flexibility and patience with our 4th Degree District of
New Mexico. Thank you for all your time and talents which help your Parishes, Priests,
Assemblies and Councils thrive!
Vivat Jesus!
CJ
Clinton Deeley
District Master of the Fourth Degree-NM

Click
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Welcome
the new “VA.gov”

From Your District Marshal
Click
Built with Veterans fro
Veterans

N.M East DM Ed Martinez
How many times have we heard; “without a Council, there’s no Assembly” likewise without an
Assembly there’s no Color Corps. Therefore an important reason to grow our Fourth Degree
(to foster the spirit of patriotism) is to remain ready to participate in Church, Civic, and
Assembly events when called upon.

4th Degree
Uniform
click to order

As I near the end of my second term as Navigator, my thoughts are a reflection of what were
some of our Fr. Boniface Edward Sack Assembly 1686, Color Corps events and
accomplishments from the beginning of our fraternal year up to the time we were confined and
restricted from participating in groups.
Years before stepping into the Navigator position, I noticed a decline in our Color Corps. It is
evident that some of the factors affecting the decrease are; members' age, members with health
issues, and members unable to afford the cost of the New Regalia.
Therefore as an incentive to add membership into the Fourth Degree our Assembly at Fr.
Boniface Edward Sack 1686, Clovis, NM, pays their first year’s dues. Also, to help with the
purchase of the new Regalia, we are granting up to ten Sir Knights $100.00 each to offset the
purchase price which will reduce the cost to $349.00. By granting this financial aid, we are
already seeing an increase in our Color Corps.

Color Corp Drill
Manual
click to download

I am grateful and thankful to our Sir Knights for their support, participation, and service
throughout this year, and for ending with several noteworthy achievements; the Civic Award for
patriotic service, a third-place award from the Veterans Day Parade, and a successful meat raffle
fundraiser.
In closing, we should remain mindful that to maintain loyalty and honor in our order, church,
and country, we must continue to support our Fourth Degree Color Corps so that we can
perform our religious commitments, with dignity and pride.
We pray to our Blessed Lady of Guadalupe for her intercession to end this dreadful pandemic.
Viva Cristo Rey!
Ed Martinez
District Marshal – Eastern NM
Faithful Navigator , Assembly 1686
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N.M Central DM Geoff Bacon
Knights of Columbus Patriotic Degree – A Year in Review for Central NM
The Fraternal Year has quickly come to an end; yet not without significant, patriotic
accomplishments of the Sir Knights in Central New Mexico.
As we reflect upon the past year, it was filled with the joys of demonstrating our patriotism
while also honoring our fellow Knights who had passed onto their glory. The early Fraternal
Year was packed with the highlights of the installation of new and current officers in our local
assemblies, the selection announcement of our new Master of the Forth Degree for New
Mexico, CJ Deeley, and the John H. Reddin Provincial Meeting in late September at the
Marriott Pyramid Hotel in Albuquerque.

In early October, we supported the Annual Rosary Rally with Color Corps provided the visible
strong presence of the Knights of Columbus in calling for Our Mother Mary’s intercession
upon her children. Later that month, the 4th Degree Exemplification in Bernalillo brought new
members into the Patriotic Degree. In November, we celebrated and honored our Veterans,
both alive and deceased. This included honoring our deceased brother, Sir Knight Wheeler
Green at his Rosary and Funeral Mass.

Many Sir Knights were in attendance at the December Mid-Year meeting in Alamogordo where
we experienced first-hand the Combined Exemplification Ceremony and watched His
Excellency, the Bishop of the Diocese of Las Cruces, Peter Baldacchino, become a 3rd Degree
Knight.
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Early in the new calendar year, we returned to calling the uniform of the Color Corps “Regalia”
again. In January, the March for Life at the Roundhouse in Santa Fe demonstrated the Knights
of Columbus’ passion for the rights of the unborn. Later in the month, in Grants, we
conducted a 4th Degree Exemplification hosted at by the local Assembly.
In early March, just prior to the arrival of COVID-19 to the state of New Mexico, we conducted
our third exemplification of the year in Las Cruces and we were honored with Bishop
Baldacchino’s presence as he became a 4th Degree Knight.

The Pandemic halted many gatherings and Color Corps call-outs, cancelled our Roswell 4th
Degree Exemplification, and drove our April 25th Biennial Meeting into a virtual format. Yet,
through Jesus’ Blessings, we grew stronger together and in late May began limited gatherings for
Mass and other religious activities. Holy Child Assembly #3282 provided a Color Corps
representative for the 8th Grade Graduation Drive-By Ceremony and Blessings at Holy Child
Catholic School in Tijeras on May 21st, appropriately masked and socially distanced.

The Sir Knights of Central New Mexico were strong patriotic representatives of the Knights of
Columbus, the Catholic Church, and our local community. May we receive the blessings of
Christ to make an even more positive impact in the next Fraternal Year!
Viva Cristo Rey!
Geoff Bacon
District Marshal – Central NM
Faithful Purser, Assembly 3282
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Caesar Archangel District Marshal (Training)
Call Out To Handicap Sir Knights In Wheelchair/Walker
My fellow Sir Knights,
This is a call out to any Sir Knight who requires a wheelchair/walker for mobility.
My vision is to make it possible for our wheelchair Sir Knights to participate as
Honor Guard and Color Corps team members (e.g., standing guard at funerals
and posting the colors at required functions or events). I am a firm believer that
your handicap should not be a restriction, but an inspiration for everyone.
Please help make my vision become a reality and thank you for your
consideration!
Concerns, questions, interested? My contact information is below.
Wishing you and your family a very happy, joyous, and blessed Merry Christmas!
Caesar Archangel
District Marshal (Training)
av8r_af@yahoo.com
505-321-8694 (text/voice)
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N.M Central DM Chuck Dubois
My Brother Knights of Columbus. We never know when we will be called on to assist a
brother Knight or someone who we don't know who is in need.
About a month, I was called by a brother knight who had just joined the Knights by
online membership. He advised me that he knew a lady who was in need of food. He
gave me her number and I attempted to make contact with her, all day Friday and again in
the evening. On Saturday, I was able to talk to her, but she only spoke Spanish. I was able
to understand her and her need was food.
She also had some small children. I advised her I would get back to her soon.
My Contacts for food were closed for the weekend, and on Monday was the earliest I
could put her in contact with the Sheriff’s Department substation for a delivery.
I called my Grand Knight Anthony Salazar and advised him of the situation. He had a
gift card left, from his ministry at St. Vincent De Paul. He delivered the gift card to the
lady and gave her the numbers I had so she could call on Monday for more assistance.
Charity is what we learned when we made our First Degree, and here during these trying
times, we were able to practice that virtue.
I hope you are all healthy and I can't wait until we will hold our next meeting.
Viva Cristo Rey!
Chuck R. DuBois
District Marshal Central NM
New Mexico State Security Director
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Online Exemplification Ceremonies
The Supreme Council offers online exemplification ceremonies to help you bring new members into
the Order. I strongly urge you to use these ceremonies as you strive to grow your council and finish
the fraternal year with great success.
The procedure to follow is very simple.



Councils should forward this downloadable PDF invitation to all eligible prospects for
admission and advancement (click here for English, Spanish, French).
Instruct the candidates to register for the exemplification of their choice by clicking on its
associated link within the PDF invitation and filling out the online form. Note that they will
need your council number to complete the registration. Current ceremonies are:

ENGLISH

SPANISH

June 2 - 7:00 PM EDT
June 2 - 10:00 PM EDT

June 3 - 9:00 PM EDT
FRENCH

June 4 - 7:00 PM EDT
June 4 - 10:00 PM EDT





June 13 - 11:00 AM EDT
June 16 - 10:00 PM EDT
June 24 - 7:00 PM EDT

Contact the candidates to guide them through the registration if needed.
Candidates then participate in the scheduled ceremony.
After the ceremony, councils must process the candidates by submitting form 100s the
traditional way or electronically in Officers Online.

Note that candidates for admission must be approved by your council. See the temporary rules for
electronic voting (click here for English, Spanish, French).
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Letter to Mommy and
Daddy after Abortion
Mommy... why did you
hurt me?
Daddy did you know?
Why didn't you fight
for my life?
Jesus said I would
have looked just like
you
Your hair, your eyes,
and even your smile

I know you didn't
mean it Mommy
Daddy I know you love
me.
Daddy, you will never
get to see me
You'll miss my first
words, you'll miss me
fall and get
up.

Culture of Life
From State Pro Life Chairman SK Michael J Seibel
Dear Brother Knights:
Once again Live Action News has released an article about late term abortionist Curtis Boyd.
In the last war Episode Curtis Boyd admits to teaching himself how to inject Digoxin and is
wholly unaware of the risks of digoxin.
Again, this dangerous procedure is allowed to happen in Our home state. I would ask that you
pray how you can use your time treasures and talents as a Catholic Gentleman to help Stop late
term abortion in New Mexico. We have a duty as Knights to protect our women and Children
from procedures like this. I have enclosed the link below.
https://www.liveaction.org/news/abortionist-curtis-boyd-taught-myself-inject-hearts/
sincerely
SK Michael J Seibel Pro life Chairman.
Sent from my iPhone

Mommy, you'll never
get to comb my hair or
paint my nails, you'll
miss me go to
kindergarten
You guys will miss my
whole life And I will
to....
But don't worry, I am
with Jesus now.... Next
time think about what
you are doing, and
who you are hurting,
I AM A PERSON
Mommy, Daddy, I love
you, wish you would
have
loved me too

By: Danielle Martinez
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From SK Steve Budenski, VAVS -VA Voluntary Service New Mexico

May 27. 2020
Steven Budenski
VAVS Representative
Raymond G Murphy Veterans Medical Center
Albuquerque, NM 87108
Hello Sir Knights and Veterans,
I have received information on the VAVS program at the Local VA Hospital in Albuquerque, NM. and I want to
share it with you.
The Lowest Covid-19 outbreak among VA hospitals is Madison VA and it has been identified as a pilot program
site for reopening VA Hospitals. The pilot program began on May 20th.
The following are highlights of the program presented by John J. Rohrer, MHA, Director, William S. Middleton,
Memorial Veterans Hospital, Madison, WI:
 See a limited number of patients in-person and prioritized by clinical need


Continue to maximize virtual care options to promote physical distancing and provide increased access to
care regardless of geographic location.



Continue to use Telehealth for primary care and mental health services to the extent possible and to help
ensure everyone’s safety.



Telehealth will be expanded to include clinical care for all patients and where necessary care will be faceto-face for procedures and surgery.



Follow physical distancing and environmental cleaning recommendations outlined by the CDC



Screen staff members and Veterans for fever and other signs of COVID-19 infection



Implement 100% use of face covering and hand washing upon entry into facilities.

The above precautions are an example of what is coming to Albuquerque VA Hospital.
Our monthly birthday cake and punch program will resume as soon as we get the green light from the VA. As
VAVS Representative in New Mexico, I will contact the Assemblies who participate in this program once we get
the green light.
Please be patient and thank you to the Knights for their support and participation in the Veteran Assistance
Voluntary Service (VAVS) program.
Sincerely,
Steven Budenski

VAVS New Mexico Representative
Deputy Representative
Leo Pilat
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Leave No Neighbor Behind: Overview
3/31/2020

Knights of Columbus are called to step into the breach and leave no neighbor behind – especially in this time of
crisis.
As the corona virus pandemic continues, our duty is to lead our families, protect our parishes, and serve our
communities, remembering always that where there’s a need, there’s a Knight. Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson
has challenged Knights to take this moment as an opportunity to “deepen our commitment to the very principles
which define us: charity, unity and fraternity.”
Knights of Columbus Order wide are encouraged to serve and sacrifice for those around us. Many, including in our
own councils and parishes, are isolated and alone in quarantine. Food banks, blood centers, and other essential
services have been depleted of their vital supplies. There are many people and places that require urgent help.
Knights are encouraged to engage in five types of service activities:
1. Support Your Brother Knights
2. Support Your Parish
3. Support Your Community
4. Feed the Hungry
5. Participate in Blood Drives
In the pages that follow, you will find additional details for each of these categories. You can use this document as a
foundation for your efforts and those of your council. Where you see opportunities to do more, you are
encouraged to do so, always mindful of guidelines and suggested procedures from national and local health experts.
Abide by social distancing, self-quarantine, and shelter-in-place orders, where applicable. Do not put yourself or
others at risk of infection. For more information on safety measures while participating in program activities, refer
to the “Guidance on Safety” section of this Guidebook.
Above all else, remember your duty as a Knight of Columbus. When crisis strikes, we respond with care,
compassion and charity. It is time for all of us to answer the call – and leave no neighbor behind.
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As you and your council take specific action to support your parish and community, please let the Supreme Council
know. We may want to highlight your efforts. Submit your stories to fraternalmission@kofc.org.
Guidance on Safety
While engaging in activities as part of the Leave No Neighbor Behind program, participants are encouraged to
always be mindful of guidelines and suggested procedures from national and local health experts. Abide by social
distancing, self-quarantine and shelter-in-place orders, where applicable. Do not put yourself or others at risk of
infection.
For your sake, that of your family, and the entire community, you need to consider your own safety first. Leave
your home only when necessary. Those who are at higher risk or who live with people at higher risk (such as people
over 60 years old, who are ill, who have pre-existing conditions, etc.) should avoid going out in public for any
reason. Additionally, participants should strive to limit direct contact with other members, as much as possible (i.e.
Do not offer to drive a member to the store but, rather, complete the errand on his behalf).
Safe environment rules for the protection of children should be strictly followed.

Download Leave No Neighbor Behind Guidebook
Download the Leave No Neighbor Behind Poster
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Did You Know?
THE REAL ‘PRIVATE RYAN’ AND THE CHAPLAIN WHO SAVED HIM
3/1/2019
by Lawrence P. Grayson
A WORLD WAR II STORY OF TWO KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS INSPIRED THE BLOCKBUSTER
FILM BY STEVEN SPIELBERG

Sgt. Frederick “Fritz” Niland, who would become a member of Twin City Council 413 in Tonawanda, N.Y., stands
with fellow paratrooper Jack Breier during training at Camp Mackall, N.C., in 1943. The reported loss of all three of
Niland’s brothers following the D-Day invasion of Normandy in 1944 was the inspiration for the 1998 film Saving
Private Ryan. TCD/Prod.DB / Alamy Stock Photo
Paratroopers poured from the sky before dawn on June 6, 1944, hurtling through fog and flak to the French
countryside below. It was D-Day; the Allied invasion of Normandy had begun. In a few hours, 200,000 troops
would land by sea, and the mission of these airborne units was to prepare the way.
Among those jumping into the dark were two members of the 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne
Division: Father Francis L. Sampson, 32, the unit’s regimental chaplain and a member of the Knights of Columbus;
and Sgt. Frederick “Fritz” Niland, 24, the youngest of four brothers serving in World War II.
The story of Sampson and Niland, brother paratroopers and eventually brother Knights, would later inspire Steven
Spielberg’s epic film Saving Private Ryan.
On D-Day, Father Sampson parachuted into a river, cut off his gear and made his way to a French farmhouse
where severely injured servicemen were being treated. As the area was about to be overrun by German troops, who
were known to shoot prisoners, Father Sampson volunteered to stay with the injured.
Father Sampson was captured and put up against a wall. He was so frightened, he later said, that instead of praying
the Act of Contrition, he kept repeating the Catholic blessing before meals: “Bless us, O Lord, and these thy
gifts....” Incredibly, a Catholic German soldier recognized him as a priest, and he was spared.
As the Allied invasion continued, Father Sampson was allowed to stay at the aid station, where he shielded the
wounded through a grueling artillery bombardment. Nominated for the Medal of Honor for his work tending to
and evacuating these troops, he received the Distinguished Service Cross, the U.S. Army’s second highest award for
valor.
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Meanwhile, Niland had been forced to jump early after his plane was hit by enemy fire. He landed miles away from
his target and was behind enemy lines for nine days. He eventually rejoined his unit with help from the French
Resistance in time for a key battle to secure the town of Carenten and link Allied forces at Omaha and Utah
beaches.

It was near Utah beach that Niland sought out the chaplain, distraught at learning that his brother Robert, a
paratrooper in the 82nd Airborne, had been killed June 6 and was buried about 20 miles away. Only a few weeks
earlier, Fritz’s oldest brother, Edward, had been shot down in Burma — missing in action and presumed dead.
The chaplain offered to help Fritz find Robert’s grave and drove him from cemetery to cemetery, searching. When
Sampson came upon the grave of Preston Niland, he showed it to Fritz, thinking that it had been recorded in error.
“Father Sampson,” the young man replied, “Preston was my brother, too.” Unknown to Fritz, 2nd Lt. Preston
Niland had been killed just a day after Robert, fighting on Utah beach. A check of a nearby cemetery revealed
Robert’s grave.
So, believing Fritz to be his family’s only surviving son, the chaplain notified the War Department and initiated the
paperwork to have him brought home.
Niland’s parents, Michael and Augusta, must have been grateful to Father Sampson, but Fritz was not. Informed by
Sampson that he was being sent back to the United States, Niland refused, saying, “I’m staying here with my boys.”
Sampson replied, “You can take that up with General Eisenhower or the president, but you’re going home.”
In late summer 1944, Niland returned to New York, where he served out the rest of the war as a military
policeman.
Father Sampson’s role does not appear in Saving Private Ryan, as reality was somewhat less dramatic than the movie:
Fritz was not lost, and there was no search for him. Reality was also less tragic than the movie: Fritz’s brother
Edward had survived and was found about a year later when a Japanese POW camp was liberated.
Shortly after returning home, Fritz joined Twin City Council 413 in Tonawanda, N.Y., on Dec. 1, 1944. He earned
a degree in oral surgery from Georgetown University and established a practice near his hometown. He married
and raised two daughters, Cate and Mary, and in 1983, he died at age 63.
Today, Cate Niland Remme still has vivid childhood memories of her father talking about the war.
“I will never forget the look in his eyes when he would recount the story to me and my sister, Mary,” she said. “He
told us, ‘Girls, never forget that it took a presidential congressional order to get me out of France.’”
During one of Cate’s last visits to her father, Fritz told her, “Make sure to honor all the men.”
“So that’s what we did at his funeral,” Cate said. “We read off all the names of Company H.”
Fritz was later interred at Fort Richardson National Cemetery in Anchorage, Alaska, where the 1st Battalion of the
501st Parachute Infantry Regiment is now stationed.
“We buried him on D-Day with full military honors,” Cate added. “I always felt good that he would rest in peace
with the 501.”
LAWRENCE P. GRAYSON writes from Maryland where he is a member of Rock Creek Council 2797 in
Bethesda, and Cardinal Patrick A. O’Boyle Assembly 386 in Silver Spring.
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THE PARACHUTING PRIEST

A photo of Father Sampson published with a June 1954 Columbia article shows the chaplain lacing up his jump
boots. United Press Photo
THE PRIEST who “saved” Sgt. Fritz Niland had one of the most distinguished careers as a chaplain in U.S.
military history.
A native of Iowa, Francis L. Sampson graduated from the University of Notre Dame in 1937 and was ordained in
1941. After serving for a year as a parish priest in Neola, Iowa, where he joined Neola Council 1115, he enlisted in
the U.S. Army as a chaplain.
Sampson later admitted that he volunteered for airborne duty somewhat unwittingly.
“Frankly, I did not know when I signed up for the airborne that chaplains would be expected to jump from an
airplane in flight. Had I known this beforehand,” he said, “I am positive that I should have turned a deaf ear to the
plea for airborne chaplains. However, once having signed up, I was too proud to back out.”
Three months after his heroic efforts on D-Day, Father Sampson took part in an airborne assault on Holland,
jumping behind enemy lines for the second time. The chaplain was later captured at the Battle of the Bulge and
sent to a prison camp in Germany, where he spent six days in an overcrowded boxcar, sustained only by snow
scraped from the top of the train. At his own request, Father Sampson was confined with the enlisted men, rather
than the officers. James D. Alger, a fellow prisoner who later became a lieutenant general, said, “Father Sampson’s
misfortune in being captured turned out to be a blessing for the men he served in Stalag II-A. … God knew he was
sorely needed there.”
After the war, Father Sampson hung up his jump boots — but not for long.
In his 1958 memoir, Look Out Below!, he wrote that the life he briefly returned to in Iowa was in many ways ideal,
but added, “I missed life in the Army; I missed most of all my soldier congregation.”
He returned to active duty in 1946 and later served as chaplain of the 187th Airborne Infantry Regiment during the
Korean War.
“Combat truly was a perfect laboratory for a priest’s study and work,” he wrote. “All the artificialities and
superficialities of civilian life were cut away. There remained nothing but bedrock character….”
In 1967, Father Sampson was appointed Chief of Chaplains of the U.S. Army with the rank of major general.
During the Vietnam War, he annually spent Christmas with the troops, and was untiring in visiting hospitalized
soldiers. He also served as president of the USO from 1971-1974.
A 55-year member of the Knights of Columbus, Msgr. Francis Sampson belonged to Big Sioux Council 5029 in
Flandreau, S.D., at the time of his death in 1996 — two years before the release of Saving Private Ryan. His
tombstone bears the words: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.”
— Lawrence Grayson
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Calendar

Upcoming events for your calendar:
4th Degree Exemplification, Roswell, NM- Cancelled
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Knights of Columbus Insurance
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The Knights of Columbus offers a complete portfolio of top-quality products to our members
and their eligible family members.
Permanent Life Insurance – Insure Your Life for Life
Term Life Insurance – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs
Retirement Annuities – Give Yourself a Paycheck for the Rest of Your Life. Guaranteed.
Long-Term Care Insurance – Protect Your Assets. Prepare for the Future.
Disability Income Insurance – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury
VALUABLE ASSISTANCE AND PROGRAMS FOR CATHOLIC FAMILIES

www.nmknights.com
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Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all the activities of our Order. Keep us true
to our pledge, to extend the kingship of thy divine son on earth.
Through Thine intercession, win for us the grace, ever to exemplify in our public
and private lives, the virtues that should characterize those especially dedicated to
the service of the heavenly court. Make us always aware that as your Knights, we
are constantly observed, our faith judged, and our Order appreciated.
Accept, O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devotion, of Thy Servants, the
Knights of Columbus.
http://www.kofc11768.org/?page_id=19
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God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan,
you called your priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian
family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor.
Through the example of his life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ,
more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body
which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater
confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy
and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father
Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through
his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through
Christ our Lord Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be to the Father
Please report all favors received: The Father McGivney Guild One Columbus Plaza AF New Haven, CT 065103326 USA
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Take a Break for a Little Bit of Patriotism

Click

Full Screen!
To submit articles for the Newsletter please send them to
fjmcjm@gmail.com by the 10th of the month for the next month’s
publication. Please send text in a word (.doc) format and photos
in a .jpg format.
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