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Dear Brothers, Ladies, and Families,
As the first half of the Fraternal Year is
coming to an end, we continue our nationwide
efforts to reduce the spread of 2019 coronavirus
disease (COVID-19); many families are
struggling with the challenges of loneliness,
unemployment, food shortness, sickness and even
the loss of a loved one. The pandemic has also
changed how we interact and relate with one
another. We need to continue praying to God and
through the intercession of our Blessed Virgin
Mary we will get through these times of
uncertainty and get back to our normal life.
In 2020, we sadly lost two Brothers, Willard
E. Rowlands and Manuel Villa. Please keep the
Rowlands and Villa families in your prayers. The
pandemic did not stop us from having our annual
“Light up for Christ” and St Genevieve
Community Posada. Instead we held these two
events virtually. We were grateful to have the
support from Father Theo Okafor, two of our St.
Genevieve choirs, one led by Brother Ruben and
Sylvia Corona and one led by Bernadette Garcia,
our parish community and the Knight’s family.
We had a special little 8 year old guest, Ms.
Gabby Piña, (goddaughter of Bernadette Garcia)
who sang a special song, “Mi Burrito
Sabanero.”at the Posada.
We continue having our virtual membership
meeting and rosary every second Wednesday,
starting at 6:00 pm. I encourage you to join us.
Continued on Page 5
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EVENTS OVER THE HOLIDAYS: Many of our Brother Knights and members of our Ladies Auxiliary engaged in
“Staying Safe” by wearing masks and practicing “social distancing”. This was an eventful year, which will be
remembered and talked about by all those who experienced the Covid-19 Pandemic. We received inputs from the
Padilla/Montoya, Tellez/Cordova, Frietze, Flores, Garcia, and Narvaez Families. All of our Brothers and Sisters provided
help to others through their holiday activities. Their joy-filled photos are shown below:

Brother Art Padilla making tamales at
Christmas. Approximately 20 dozen were
made and given to friends and the needy.

Lucy Montoya dropped by to help the Padilla
Brothers with the tamales.

Our own Brother Hector Frietze and his
flight mates prepare to drop holiday gifts to
needy people in Guam.

Grand Knight Jaime and Lady Cecilia Flores
enjoy a “Stay Safe”hike with their family.

Elmo Padilla provided the skill behind
the Padilla/Montoya Tamale-making. He
is an outstanding cook!

The Tellez Family has an annual tradition of
making tamales for Christmas. Clockwise fr
left: Vanessa Cordova, Cynthia and Mary
Tellez, and Mary’s sister Terry Campos.

The US Air Force and the American People
extend a “Merry Christmas and Happy
Holidays” to our brothers and sisters in Guam.

Sir Knight Andres and Lady Martha
Garcia and their daughter Veronica in
front of a beautiful Nativity Scene.

Brother Art Padilla adding the final touches to
a delicious red chile tamale.

At work on the tamales: from left: Mary’s
Sister Terry Compos, Vanessa Cordova,
and Mary Tellez. Brother Lucio is nowhere
to be found!

The crew prepares to drop the packages.
Notice that the “Stay Safe” message is on the
side of the boxes.

Loyal, hard-working Delia Narvaez on
Christmas Eve. We don’t know who that is in
the red suit…could it be St. Nick himself?
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VIRTUAL PARISH POSADA 22 DECEMBER 2020: St. Genevieve’s Parish has a long history of supporting a
Parish Posada to which the entire Las Cruces community is invited. The Posada is rich in tradition, starting with Rosary
at the Church. Next is a procession to the parish hall, signifying the journey of the Holy Family from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. The procession is greeted at the parish hall, and there is prayer and singing. This is followed by a meal,
prepared and served by the Ladies of the Parish. Finally, the singers go outside and there is a pinata for the children. Last
year’s Posada is depicted in the first 5 photos below.
Unfortunately, this year’s Parish Posada had to be virtual. As many of us have experienced, virtual events making use
of the fruits of our scientist’s minds, such as ZOOM (which we used), can be meaningful. The focus of the Posada was at
the Grand Knight’s home. Fr. Theo was present at the priests’ house. The rest of the participants could see and hear
everyone else. We took “screen shots” of the Posada and they are the last 7 of the photos below. The Virtual Posada took
on a life of its own…we all fealt blessed that Jesus, Mary, and Joseph were truly with us this Christmas!

Last year’s Posada: Two young men enter
the Parish Hall carrying the Nativity Scene.
The musicians are on the right and the
singing parishioners on the left.

After the meal, the musicians lead the children of
the parish in traditional Hispanic Christmas songs.

Fr. Theo Okafor calls upon God to be with
us this Christmas Season.

8-year-old Gabby Pina, goddaughter of Bernadette
Garcia, sang “Mi Burrito Sabanero”

Fr. Theo Okafor enters, carrying a
traditional lit candle, signifying the Holy
Spirit of God.

The final event is a pinata filled with sweets
for the children. Grand Knight Jaime Flores
is helping a young man to find the
“optimum aim-point”.

The choir led by Brother Ruben and Lady
Sylvia Corona. From the left: Sylvia Corona,
Ida Castillo, Alyssa Lopez, and Delia Narvaez.

Sir Knight Andres Garcia led the Rosary. Lady
Martha Garcia is on the left. This room has
become her “prayer room”.

The Ladies of the Parish have cooked, and are
now serving a meal of primarily Hispanic food.

This year’s Virtual Posada: A “screen shot”
of our Nativity Scene.

Our second choir: Bernadette Garcia and
Christina Fierro.

Many of the participants in the Virtual
Posada are identified in this “screen
shot”.
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LEGACIES OF THE HOLIDAYS: The Covid-19 Pandemic has changed the fabric of America since it was first
brought to the attention of most of us in about April of 2020. We thought at that time that the pandemic would be over by
the holidays. And yet, we faced the holidays with a pandemic that was spreading more rapidly than ever.
The experts, including Dr. Fauci, advised that we could preserve our true American Spirit of Thanksgiving and
Christmas by celebrating in a safe way. For many American families this became a reality. Christmas trees were put up,
meals were shared with limited attendance, religious ceremonies and other events were held in virtual environments using
IPhone, ZOOM, and other products.
The photos on this page are an attempt to capture some of the feeling in Las Cruces over the holiday season. The last
9 photos are of some of the most beautifully decorated homes this Christmas. Last year, on 12 December 2019, the LC
Sun-News printed an article “The best Christmas lights around LC”. We went to many of those same houses this year and
found that they had again been decorated for Christmas. It is impossible to destroy our love of the holidays and their
legacy! Please look at the photos below…they are to be enjoyed.

Many of us enjoyed our traditional turkey
dinners and pumpkin pie desserts at
Thanksgiving.

Our Las Cruces Tuskegee Airman
Clayton Flowers celebrated his 105th
birthday on December 25th. He was
honored with a safe party at home

Tiger Woods Dr. in South East LC: The entire
house is lit with Christmas symbols.

Tiger Woods Dr. in South East LC: The
doorway has Christmas greeters Santa, a
Rain Deer, and a Snowman.

Noche Bella Loop in South East LC:
Inflatables of Santa and a Rain Deer.

Canterbury Arc District outside Mesilla: This house
has candle-lit luminaries on the walkway to the front
door.

Noche Bella Loop in South East LC: The
entrance with inflatable Santa and Snowman.

Canterbury Arc District outside Mesilla: The
front yard is alive with lights and displays.
The little girl in the rabbit costume may have
fallen asleep!
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Newly-ordained priests, Fr. Patrick
Montgomery and Fr. Ivan Torres co-celebrated
Mass on December 29th at IHM Cathedral.

Tiger Woods Dr. in South East LC: The sign
is the theme: BELIEVE

Noche Bella Loop in South East LC: The front
of the house depicting the North Pole and
guarded be a toy soldier.

Canterbury Arc District outside Mesilla: This
house, 816 Canterbury, has a Christian
theme with a Nativity Scene and Magi
greeters at the door.

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE
INSURANCE AGENT’S MESSAGE

We did not receive an input from Brother Matt this
month. He likely has important work in these trying
times. Below is last month’s ever-timely report:
Who would have thought we’d see the changes
we’ve seen throughout the world due to the Covid? I’m
so grateful that our Bishop and priests have bravely
continued to serve. Please keep them in prayer and
continue to assist them in your council’s efforts!
We also saw Fr McGivney raised to Blessed – the
final step before sainthood, this past Oct 31. It was so
beautiful to see my friend and fellow agent, our brother
Knight Daniel Schachle and his family be such an
integral part of the celebration, and to remember that
my wife Lydia and I met him and his wife Michelle on
that pilgrimage to Fatima that today we know led to our
beloved founder’s beatification. Please continue to pray
for Fr. McGivney’s intercession and for his eventual
canonization.
Many of us have lost friends over the past year.
Tomorrow (Dec 1) I’ll sing at the funeral for the brother
I mentioned last month, who passed away just a couple
months after joining the Knights of Columbus, and just
6 weeks after he became an insured member. Please
take a moment to think of those you know who could
benefit from protecting their families through our toprated insurance program, and through association with
you and the members of your council. We all know that
the gift of becoming a Knight has changed so many
families for the better. Right now, through the end of
the year, those friends you’re thinking of can join
online, and their first year of membership is free!
Please use the discount code MSELTZER, which has
been set up so that I learn of new brothers quickly.
May God abundantly bless you and your families
this season and in the coming year!

(Continued from Page 1)
Please contact me if you need assistance with ZOOM.
Our Family Prayer Night on the third Wednesday at
6:30 pm continues to grow in attendance. Thank you to
Brother Andres Garcia and his family for leading in the
rosary. I’ve received several comments from members on
how they miss our regular Family Night Unity. We need
to keep our faith and trust in God that we will get back to
our normal life.
Lady Cecilia and I would like to wish everyone and
their families a very blessed 2021 New Year. Our thoughts
and prayers will be with you.
God Bless and stay safe
Jaime M. Flores
Grand Knight

______________
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE
I’m doing great. I want to thank everyone for their prayers.
God does make miracles! My prayers go out to all my
Brother Knights, wives, families, and friends, especially
those who have been affected by the Covid-19 virus. I am
continuing my 10 months of Immune Therapy Treatments,
2 times a month at Memorial. I have 7 more months to go.
A happy and holy Christmas Season and New Year 2021
to all, and be safe.
Vivat Jesus!
Jose Tapia, Deputy Grand Knight

Vivat Jesus!

Matthew Seltzer (575) 494-0912
matthewseltzer@kofc.org
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate twelve birthdays in January. They are: Albert
Balizan – Jan 20, Danny Bustamante – Jan 2, Roman
Chip – Jan 15, Sal Estrada – Jan 24, Jesus Frietze – Jan 5,
John Frye – Jan 31, Eddie Hausermann – Jan 16, Ray
Lucero – Jan 19, Rogelio Martinez – Jan 14, Bob
Mickells – Jan 16, Kerry Morley – Jan 14, and Fr. Chris
Williams – Jan 19.

Happy Anniversary Navor&Margaret Chavez
47 Years on January 26th

Albert Balizon Danny Bustamante Roman Chip

Sal Estrada
Happy Anniversary, Gilbert &Mary Lou Perez
61 years on January 16th

Jesus Frietze

John Frye

Rogelio Martinez Bob Mickells

Eddie Hausermann

Ray Lucero

Happy Anniversary, Robt & Moureen Ponzini
62 years on January 24th

Kerry Morley Fr. Chris Williams

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
The anniversary Brothers are: Leo Gerard Ambriz, Rick
Chavez – 3 yrs, Roman Chip – 27 yrs, Javier Flores – 14 yrs,
Jesus Frietze – 35 yrs, Luis Garcia – 3 yrs, Jim Glasscock –
57 yrs, Sammy Holguin – 3 yrs, Bob Mickells – 32 yrs, Jorge
Perea – 3 yrs, Leo Reyes – 8 yrs, and Brandon Thomas – 3
yrs.

Rick Chavez

Jesus Frietze

Sammy Holguin

Roman Chip

Javier Flores

Luis Garcia

Jim Glasscock

Bob Mickells

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER
Please pray for our special intentions
For the repose of the soul of our Brother SK Manuel Villa
Repose of the soul of Eddie Flores, brother of GK Jaime Flores
For all those hospitalized with Corona Virus, worldwide
For the recovery from Covid-19 of Brother Bob Mickells
For the Father of Lady Mary Tellez, Mr. Campos, who passed
For Brother Jim Glasscock
For Monsignor Juan Moreno
Repose of the soul of Lily Lujan, aunt of SK Jaime Rivera
For Deputy Grand Knight Jose Tapia, in his cancer battle
For Lady Kathie Lopez
For Teofilo Tapia, father of DGK Jose Tapia
For our bishop, Bishop Peter Baldacchino
For Father Theo Okafor
For Rogelio Martinez and Fr. Ricardo Bauza
For the repose of the soul of Fr. Ron Burke
Hector Frietze, and all men & women serving in the military
For an end to the Covid--19 pandemic
For those suffering loss from the Covid-19 pandemic
For an end to the unrest that is going on in the Middle East

Leo Reyes

Please take a moment to post your own special intentions on
our Council website www.kofc13969.com
Brandon Thomas
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Christmas Greetings from Supreme:

An important message from Bro. Mickells, who
has been in the hospital with Covid-19 virus:

Supreme sent us a Christmas card and an invitation
to the Fraternal Benefits Night on Thursday January 21st
using ZOOM.

Brother Bob Mickells enjoys teaching a youngster how to fish

Right now they are waiting for my oxygen level to
stabilize enough so that I can be transferred to a rehab
location. Then I can get back to walking and doing
everything else I normally do. This Covid-19 does some
really crazy stuff to your system, with symptoms and
problems that I have never had before. I need to get some
rehab done and then I can finally come home. This has
been quite an ordeal. I've been here at Mountain View for
about a month now, and the first few days were like a free
fall going into a black tunnel. It was so bad that I didn't
where I was going to end up...if I would be upstairs or if I
would be downstairs on a respirator. Tell everyone thanks
for all of their prayers. I am felling better every day and
hope to be getting out of here soon, to start getting things
back to normal. Bob Mickells

Christmas Card from Supreme offering free dues for the first
year of membership

This is your invitation to the Fraternal
Benefits Night, that will be put on Virtually
on January 21st 2021 at 6:00 pm. For more
information you can contact Brother Jim
Glasscock or GK Jaime Flores. The link is
below.

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_ccnBVlW2SkCC34cTFZ6
FaQ
A Timely Editorial: Al Charmatz of Los Alamos

A message at Christmas: I received this information

National Laboratory, my old friend and work-mate,
sent me this little piece. I think it is a riot!

from an old friend, Jim Eamon, of Colorado Springs. Jim
was my closest co-worker at Kaman/ITT. We worked sideby-side for over 10 years. Jim offers comments on
Christmas and current events.

Jim’s favorite Christmas message ….if the Magi were women

Jim’s Message: “I particularly like the revised
interpretation of the Wise Men visiting the Christ Child
inscribed on a dish towel that hangs on our oven. This has
been a year like no other that I recall and I sincerely hope
that we can get back to some sense of normality next year.
The vaccine gives me hope that the end of the pandemic is
not too far off.” Jim Eamon’s brother is a retired Histoty
Professor from NMSU.
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WISH YOUR BROTHERS A HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ROMEOS: Retired Old Men Eating Out Every Wednesday at
Rosies Downtown

The gang at Rosies (from left): John Frye, Jaime Flores, Ray & Lucio Tellez, Elias Bernal, Ron
Decker, Gilbert Bernal, Bob Mickells, Gilbert Perez, Greg Quinones, Bob Ponzini, & Jesus Frietze
WE WILL START AGAIN AFTER THE PANDEMIC IS OVER !
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