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From the Grand Knight
Brother Knights,
Already 2021 is moving fast as we enter the second month of the year and the Lenten
Season. Lent starts on Ash Wednesday, February 17th and concludes with Easter Sunday,
April 4th.
Lent is about recognizing that changing our daily lives or giving something up for lent is not
just a temporary activity but is meant to be a spiritual change. Lent is not just about one
decision to change for a short period of time, it’s about hungering and thirsting for
righteousness in our relationship with God. Lent is a time of self-discipline in order to grow
in our discipleship. It’s about our Catholic Christian duty to love God, ourselves and our
neighbors. Lent is a time to work on personal spiritual growth, but it’s also a time to ensure
that your spiritual growth is bearing fruit. “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he
has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister has nothing
to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep
warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it?
So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:14–17).
This year during Lent we will again have our annual “40 Cans for Lent” however this year we
are expending and changing to “40 Cans/Items for Lent.” This year we will be collecting the
following: non-perishable food items, baby items, household goods, cleaning supplies,
toiletries, bottled water & hand sanitizer (see flyer). All items collected will be donated to
local charitable organizations.
This month the Council will also start selling raffle tickets with the prizes being: 1st Prize –
HP 17” Laptop; 2nd Prize – 22” Statute of Our Lady of Guadalupe; 3rd Prize – 3 winners each
receiving an 8” Stature of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Tickets will sell for $5 each or 5 for $20
with all proceeds benefitting the St. Charles Borromeo Parish. Tickets will be printed and
distributed to Knights and other interested individuals willing to sell.
God, heavenly Father, look upon me and hear my prayers during this holy Season of Lent.
By the good works You inspire, help me to discipline my body and to be renewed in spirit.
Without You I can do nothing. By Your Spirit help me to know what is right and to be
eager in doing Your will. Teach me to find new life through penance. Keep me from sin
and help me live by Your commandment of love.
Lord, during this Lenten Season, nourish me with Your Word of life and make me one
with You in love and prayer. Fill my heart with Your love and keep me faithful to the
Gospel of Christ. Give me the grace to rise above my human weakness. Give me new life
by Your Sacraments, especially the Mass.
Father, our source of life, I reach out with joy to grasp Your hand; let me walk more
readily in Your ways. Guide me in Your gentle mercy, for left to myself I cannot do Your
Will. Amen

Your humble servant & brother in Christ,
SK Gary D Trujillo, Grand Knight

Lord, during this Lenten Season, nourish me with Your Word
of life and make me one with You in love and prayer.

FEBRUARY & MARCH BIRTHDAYS
February 5 – Edward J Torres
February 8 – Joseph T Gonzales
February 11 – Albert P Muniz
March 21 – Coung P dinh
March 25 – Mark J Wilson
On behalf of your Council’s Brother Knights, we wish
you a very Happy Birthday!

COUNCIL RECOGNITIONS
January 2021 Knight of the Month: Victor A Carrillo
January 2021 Family of the Month: Joseph T Gonzales Family
Upcoming Events: Note – Limited due to Public Health Order
Feb. 13 – Virtual Degree Exemplification @ 10am
Fen 14 – St. Valentine’s Day
Feb. 17 – ASH Wednesday & start of 40 Cans/Items for Lent
Feb. 18 – Officers Planning Meeting
Feb. 24 – Council Business Meeting
Feb. 27 & 28 – 40 Cans/Items Drive-up Collection @ Knights Office (Lourdes Hall)

Council Knights in Action

I am with you and for you. You face nothing alone --- nothing! When you feel anxious, know that you are
focusing on the visible world and leaving Me out of the picture. The remedy is simple: Fix you eyes not on what
is seen, but on what is unseen. Verbalize your trust in Me, the Living One who sees you always. I will get you
safely through this day and all your days. But you can find Me only in the present. Each day is a precious gift
from My Father. How ridiculous to grasp for future gifts when today’s is et before you! Receive today’s gift
gratefully, unwrapping it tenderly and delving into its depths. As you savor this gift, you find Me.

MONTH OF THE PASSION OF OUR LORD
The month of February is traditionally dedicated to the Passion of Our Lord in anticipation of the liturgical season of Lent. In this
month, we begin to meditate on the mystery of Jesus' sufferings which culminated in his death on the Cross for the redemption of
mankind. Saints who had a special devotion to Christ's passion include St. Francis of Assisi, who was the first known saint to
receive the stigmata; St. John of the Cross; St. Bridget of Sweden; and St. Catherine of Siena.

MONTHLY CHALLENGE FROM THE SUPREME CHAPLAIN
An exciting initiative called “Monthly Challenge from the Supreme Chaplain.” Check out this month’s challenge below. A new
challenge for each month will be shared on the Knights of Columbus social media pages, as well as in Knightline and Columbia
magazines. It is also available in multiple languages at www.kofc.org.
A leper came to him [and kneeling down] begged him and said, “If you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved
with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched him, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean.” The leprosy
left him immediately, and he was made clean. (Gospel for Feb. 14, Mk 1:40-42)
REFLECTION
What profound faith this leper possessed. He knew beyond a doubt that Christ could heal him and make him clean. The
leper’s humble cooperation with the healing grace of Christ allowed him to be cured. Do we recognize our own need to be
healed? Do we approach Christ in the sacrament of confession with similar faith, saying to the Divine Physician, “If you
wish, you can make me clean”? May we continually return to Christ on our knees, aware of our sins, so as to be made
clean again through his mercy.

FEBRUARY CHALLENGE
This month, I challenge you to make a comprehensive examination of conscience at the end of each day and make at
least one good and humble confession. Second, I challenge you to begin (or continue) viewing as a council the Knights of
Columbus Into the Breach video series, putting a particular emphasis on the “Spiritual Warfare” episode.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
The effects of the terrible disease of leprosy were impossible to ignore, but are there times when you forget the
seriousness and horror of sin? Do you examine your conscience regularly, so that you might humbly know of your need to
be made clean again? Do you seek to avoid those things which lead to sin, or are you careless or prideful when it comes
to occasions of sin?

Engage in the challenge and put your faith into action today! Vivat Jesus!
Valentine’s Day, also called St. Valentine’s Day, holiday (February 14) is when lovers express their
affection with greetings and gifts. The holiday has origins in the Roman festival of Lupercalia, held in midFebruary. The festival, which celebrated the coming of spring, included fertility rites and the pairing off of
women with men by lottery. At the end of the 5th century, Pope Gelasius I replaced Lupercalia with St.
Valentine’s Day. It came to be celebrated as a day of romance from about the 14th century.

ABUSE AWARENESS INFORMATION
The Archdiocese of Santa Fe recently changed policy regarding the abuse awareness training for the protection of children. First, ALL
volunteers MUST complete the training, whether you are in a Mass ministry or volunteer in any capacity in any parish. Second, the
training must be renewed every FIVE years. The training can now be completed either at a class or individually ONLINE. And, it is
completely FREE! For details, please pick up a copy of the flyer from the table in the St Charles Borromeo lobby, or visit the
Archdiocese of Santa Fe’s website @ http://www.archdiocesesantafe.org/ Please note: since Knights volunteer at church activities,
all Knights are required to be in compliance with the Abuse Awareness Training. Once you have completed the training, please
provide a copy of your training certificate to the Council Advocate.

Why Encourage Membership in Knights? It’s an Opportunity to Grow in Jesus Christ

We are already a month into 2021!
Could we be any prouder of our nurses, doctors, aides, respiratory therapists, and all those at the tip of the spear in this fight
against the corona virus? Thanks to all of them. How about teachers? They retooled and kept their students learning in a
virtual world! How about you members that pitched in in local communities and made sure that you would Leave No Neighbor
Behind? Thanks for all you are doing to make this world a better place where we take care of our brothers and sisters.
Of course the new year brings us to…making resolutions. That is a good thing! But being cooped up and working from home for
the better part of the year have given all of us plenty of time to think about the things we need to change. All of us want to
resolve to do those things that will lead to happier, healthier lives.
Some of the most common resolutions are to lose weight, get in shape and exercise more. Others resolve to stop smoking.
If you think about the spiritual, many new year’s resolutions concern having a more centered prayer life or receiving the
sacraments more often for those who feel comfortable attending Mass.
Many of my friends think more about quality time…quality time spent with their family and friends; those that are most
important in their lives.
As you think about family, one resolution I can help you keep is to update your Family Service Record and take stock of your
financial goals. Are you where you want to be? Do you have a plan? We have a brand new tool to use to help analyze your
financial needs; Profiles Professional. With this tool you can see if there are any gaps in your coverage and how close you are to
achieving your goals and aspirations.
Some members are not aware of all the products we have to offer: Life insurance, long term care insurance, disability income
insurance and retirement annuities. These products can help protect your family in all the financial situations where you might
find yourself. Life insurance protects your loved ones financially if you are not here to help provide. And with the pandemic,
many are taking stock of what they have to protect those they love. Disability income insurance provides a paycheck if you are
sick or hurt and can’t work. If your company offers some, do you know how much, for how long and is it taxable? I can help sort
that out. Long term care insurance protects those assets you’ve worked so hard all your life to accumulate. Don’t deplete all
your savings for a care event when the Knights can take on that risk. With all the concern about market volatility and the health
of Social Security, our fixed rate annuities guarantee a minimum interest rate for life, a company investment strategy based on
Catholic teaching and an income stream you cannot outlive.
What’s most important to you and your family? There is no cookie cutter answer. That’s why I meet with members and their
spouses…and we can meet virtually over the computer…to first determine what issues are of most concern to you. From there I
can help analyze where you are in relation to your goals and develop a strategy to get you where you want to go. All done with
a virtual appointment over your computer and at your convenience.
As your field agent I’m a brother taking care of brothers. Resolve today to meet with me and ensure that at the end of this new
year, your will be closer to your goals.

Vivat Jesus!

Brother Sir Henry Drees, FA , PGK
Knights of Columbus Insurance
Phone: 505-269-8688
henry.drees@kofc.org

"It is not lengthy prayers, but generous deeds that touch God's heart." — St. Arnold Janssen

