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Lent is a 40 day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown
on Holy Thursday. It's a period of preparation to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. During Lent, we
seek the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we serve by giving alms; and we practice self-control
through fasting. We are called not only to abstain from luxuries during Lent, but to a true inner conversion of
heart as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully. We recall the waters of baptism in which we were also
baptized into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began new life in Christ.
Many know of the tradition of abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, but we are also called to practice
self-discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season. Contemplate the meaning and origins of the
Lenten fasting tradition in this reflection. In addition, the giving of alms is one way to share God's gifts—not
only through the distribution of money, but through the sharing of our time and talents. As St. John
Chrysostom reminds us: "Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal from them and deprive them
of life. The goods we possess are not ours, but theirs." (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2446).
In Lent, the baptized are called to renew their baptismal commitment as others prepare to be baptized through
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, a period of learning and discernment for individuals who have
declared their desire to become Catholics.
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Click here to join The Guild
Join in Praying for Our Founder’s Intercession
The faithful around the world are turning to Blessed Michael McGivney for their personal prayer petitions. Visit
the Father McGivney Guild website where you’ll find a list of the latest favors received, as well as a form
to submit your own petitions.
Also, click here to download and pray a Litany of Blessed Michael McGivney.
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Knights of Columbus elects next Supreme Knight
Patrick Kelly’s tenure as the Order’s 14th Supreme Knight will
commence March 1.
2/5/2021
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The Knights of Columbus Board of Directors elected Patrick E. Kelly as the next Supreme Knight
on Feb. 5, to continue the mission of charity, unity and fraternity established by the Order’s
Founder, Blessed Michael McGivney, almost 140 years ago.
Carl A. Anderson will retire February 28, after more than 20 years of service as Supreme Knight
and upon reaching the mandatory retirement age of 70. He leaves a legacy of Christian witness and
service to the Catholic Church, to the Knights of Columbus and to communities throughout the
world.
Patrick Kelly’s tenure as the Order’s 14th Supreme Knight will commence March 1.
Statement by retiring Supreme Knight Carl Anderson:
“The Knights of Columbus board has elected an extraordinarily well-qualified new Supreme Knight
in Patrick Kelly. Patrick has dedicated his life in service to the Church, his country, and the Knights
of Columbus. He has served as Deputy Supreme Knight for four years and is a well-rounded public
servant with diplomatic and military experience. He is ideally suited to carry on the work of the
Knights of Columbus as we enter a new era, faithful to our principles of charity, unity and fraternity,
and in close collaboration with the Holy See and the bishops throughout the world. As Deputy
Supreme Knight, Patrick has played a leading role in several major initiatives, including our
international religious freedom efforts, our pro-life Ultrasound Initiative, and our new public
initiation ceremony. He also served as Executive Director of the Saint John Paul II National Shrine,
leading its transformation through the creation of its worship spaces and world-class exhibit on the
life of St. John Paul II. Most recently, Patrick led the Knights’ grassroots response to the COVID-19
pandemic titled “Leave No Neighbor Behind.” Through this initiative, brother Knights around the
world are serving those isolated and alone in quarantine, supporting food banks and blood centers in
need of vital supplies, and providing other essential services. Patrick has the experience and strong
faith necessary to lead the Knights into the future.”

For over a decade, Patrick Kelly has worked at a senior level on the frontlines of the Knights’ work
in charity, advocacy, and the management of the organization’s multibillion-dollar insurance and
investment operations. Mr. Kelly joined the Knights as a university student in Wisconsin in 1983
and later served as State Deputy in the District of Columbia from 2012-2013. He was named the
Knights’ Vice President for Public Policy in 2006 and was elected Deputy Supreme Knight in
January 2017.
Statement by Archbishop William E. Lori, Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus:
“The Knights of Columbus board has elected a brilliant new Supreme Knight with whom I have had
the pleasure of working with for more than a decade. Patrick Kelly is a devoted husband, father of
three young daughters, and a man of deep faith with many years of experience as a public servant.
He possesses the knowledge, experience and commitment necessary to carry the Order forward in
service to our brother Knights, their families, our parishes, and our communities.”
The newly elected Supreme Knight is a retired Navy Captain with 20 years of military service. In
2016, he retired from the U.S. Navy Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps Reserve, where he
specialized in international and operational law and served as the Commanding Officer of the
international law unit at the United States Naval War College. Previously, Mr. Kelly had a long
career of public service that included advisory roles to Congress and the Department of Justice. Mr.
Kelly also served as Senior Advisor to the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious
Freedom at the State Department. His responsibilities included serving as the Department’s
principal interlocutor with the Holy See and other nations on religious freedom issues.
Mr. Kelly holds a law degree from Marquette University Law School and a master’s in theology
from the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family at The Catholic
University of America.
Acceptance Statement by Supreme Knight-elect Patrick Kelly:
“I am honored, thankful and blessed. I am honored to be called to serve as Supreme Knight. I am
thankful to my wife and family, and to my brother Knights for affording me this honor and
privilege. I am blessed to have worked beside Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, who has done so
much to strengthen the Knights of Columbus and fulfill our mission through acts of love, kindness,
compassion and prayer that have helped countless people here at home and around the world. Carl
has long been a friend to me, and while I count myself among our many colleagues who will miss
his daily collaboration, I know that he will continue to contribute much to the good of the Order as
Past Supreme Knight and a member of the board of directors. I wish Carl, his wife Dorian, and the
entire Anderson family the very best and thank them for everything they have done in service to the
Knights and the Church.”
“I look forward to continuing Carl’s great work and will strive to guide the Knights of Columbus by
the principles of charity, unity and fraternity according to the vision of Blessed Michael McGivney.
These principles are as important today as they were almost 140 years ago at our founding. They are
a proven path to deepen our Catholic faith, and build strong families, strong parishes, and strong
communities that work together for the common good and recognize the dignity and worth of every
human being. I ask for prayers as I endeavor to advance the great history and traditions of the
Knights of Columbus in service to the Lord, his Church, our brother Knights and their families, our
parishes and our communities.”
To read Mr. Kelly’s full bio, click here
.
http://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/supreme-knight-elect.html

Supreme Council has announced that
the MCGIVNEY2020 Free Online Membership has been
extended until June 30th!
Grand Knights and/or Financial Secretaries please pass this information along to every
member of your council to use as a tool in offering membership into the Knights of
Columbus to every eligible Catholic man.
As an eMember, the new knight will have the Order's Fraternal Benefits made available to
him and his family. It is also a great first step in him joining your council and helping
support the parish, families, life, and build a better community by following Blessed
Michael McGivney's vision for the Knights of Columbus with our charity, unity, and
fraternity in service to all.

BECOME AN ONLINE MEMBER FOR FREE!*
Now through June 30th, enter Promo Code MCGIVNEY2020 for 12 months of free online
membership.
*Online Membership only. Annual dues of $30 will apply on your Membership Anniversary. Local council dues vary

Click here to Join.

State Deputy Daniel Vigil
My Brothers All,
As you have heard by now there has been a change in the leadership of the Supreme Council. Our
Worthy Supreme Knight Patrick E Kelly officially took office on March 1st. In a recent address to
the State Duties, Supreme Knight Kelly, spoke on the continued need for the Knights of Columbus
in an increasingly secular world. During his speech he emphasized the need for love and hope in our
society and the need to continue the fight for a culture of life and for freedom of religion in our
country.
Also, during our Supreme Knight’s address, he spoke of the many achievements of our Worthy Past
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson. His efforts to lead our Order have been extraordinary.
Increasing our membership to two million members around the world while increasing the
effectiveness of our service programs. Having become Supreme Knight shortly before 911 and now
leading us through the pandemic his time as Supreme Knight has had its challenges and will be
remember with distinction.
On behalf of the NM State Team, I want to congratulate our new Worthy Supreme Knight, we look
forward to working with him to advance the mission of the KofC and our founder’s vision here in
New Mexico. Additionally, on behalf of the State Team, I want to thank our Worthy Past Supreme
Knight Carl A. Anderson for his many years of service and dedication to our Order. While he will
no longer be at the helm, I am sure he will remain influential in the future of our Order.
Here in New Mexico, we cannot choose the times we live in; however, we can choose how we
react to the times we live in. An example of this was my recent visit to St. Thomas the Apostle
Parish in Abiquiu, north of Espanola. Where I attended a meeting with Father Valentine, our
Brothers of Council 15787 and members of our State Team. This meeting greatly emphasized the
desires of our Brotherhood to make a difference in our parishes and our communities. I found their
excitement contagious; they have a passionate desire to be of service to their parish communities. I
left this meeting with a great sense of hope for the future of our order here in New Mexico.
March is Church Drive month in New Mexico, this year is no different, while we must proceed
with pandemic safe practices, the desire of men to become involved in the KofC and to provide
benefits to their communities continues. As our Past Supreme Knight has emphasized “we have a
moral obligation to offer the opportunity of membership in the KofC to every eligible Catholic
Man.” Membership in the KofC has made us better men, better husbands, and better fathers, why
would you not want to invite your fellow parishioners to join you in our journey? After all, “Faith in
Action” is not a mere slogan but is the essence of who we are as KofC. As members we are called to
be men of action. As such, I invite you to remember why you chose to become a KofC and with that
same passion, invite your neighbor to join you in your journey of Faith in Action.
Vivat Jesus! Via Cristo Rey!
Daniel S. Vigil
State Deputy
NM Knights of Columbus

State Secretary Bernard Ela
My Dear Brother Knights:
A Saint with Ties to New Mexico.
I’d like to highlight a great saint whose feast day is in March with ties to New Mexico (as I
just learned)—St. Katharine Drexel. She established a school for Native Americans in
Santa Fe in 1894 and a few years later, established Xavier University in New Orleans, the
first university for African-Americans. I’m inspired by her work in lifting up those people
that were looked down upon by society. I’m reminded how we Catholics were also looked
down upon by society, which led to the founding of our Order by Blessed Michael J.
McGivney in 1882. The St. Katharine Drexel Prayer below is beautiful:
Ever loving God,
you called Saint Katharine Drexel to teach the message of the Gospel
and to bring the life of the Eucharist
to the Black and Native American peoples.
By her prayers and example,
enable us to work for justice among the poor and oppressed.
Draw us all into the Eucharistic community of your Church,
that we may be one in you.
Per-Capita Billing & Delegate Credentials.
The per-capita billing was sent out to all the councils. The billable amount, sent to the
Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries, is based on the number of members minus
disabled and lifetime honorary members. Due to COVID-19, a 20% discount will be
applied to the bill this year. The delegate credential form, identifying your councils’
delegates that have voting rights to the state convention, goes with the per-capita bill.
Please submit that form along with the payment.
Pray for our Nation.
Putting into practice our Order’s principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism,
may we all live as “One Nation Under God, Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for All.”
Blessed Michael J. McGivney, pray for us!
Vivat Jesus and Viva Cristo Rey!
Bernard Ela

State Treasurer Sam Serna
Brother Knights,
It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since the restrictions and lockdown began in our state.
Most councils have remained active by having virtual monthly meetings and checking on
their follow Knights to make sure they are doing well. This is what Unity is all about.
We begin the month of March, just shy of 2 weeks into lent. It’s crucial for our councils to
consider incorporating some of the Faith in Action Program during the Lenten season.
Invite your pastor to join the virtual council meeting and share a Spiritual Reflection.
Perhaps inviting the council members to join a virtual Into the Breach video series as part of
the Faith Program. A Family Prayer night during the Stations of the Cross (in person or
virtual as part of the Family Program. Helping Hands for the Community Program, and a
Virtual Novena for Life as part of the Life Program.
As we wrap up the 3rd Quarter of the Fraternal Year, let’s make sure we continue with our
good deeds. Reach out to your members to see how they are doing. Support your Priest and
your local parish community. Remember to take advantage of the free online membership
through June 30th.
I pray we’re able to get together soon. Depending on the restrictions, it would be great that
we may be able to meet in person for the Organizational Meeting or Mid-year Meeting. But
for now, let’s make sure we adhere to the mandatory mask and social distance protocols set
by our officials. In closing, I want to encourage council members to begin looking at
becoming a leader as our elections approach. There are plenty of officer and program
director opportunities.
Stay safe. Vivat Jesus!
Sam Serna
State Treasurer

State Advocate Chuck DuBois
Upon checking on the Supreme Web Site, I see that a number of councils have not completed their
Safe Environment program. This must be completed by a number of leaders in your councils.
I am available to assist any member if they need help getting on the web page and completing this
requirement.
We are in the third month of the year and will be meeting in person in the near future.
The main thing now is for all of us to stay healthy and check on one another from time to time.
Our Parish priests will be needing help during Lent, so make yourself available to them.
The State Officers are ready and willing to help any brother knight if needed. I look forward to all of
us meeting again in person.
God Bless you and your families.

State Warden Anthony Salazar
Worthy State Deputy, Reverend Father, and my brothers all,
As we are now into the month of January things seem to be getting better, we need to continue to
find ways to do the things we as brother knights do, meaning continuing to help our churches,
communities, families, and councils. we utilize all means possible albeit meeting in person, online
or any other method available, if you are still not meeting at all please reach out to our District
Deputies or your State Council for assistance.
With the Lenten season upon us it is my wish that all our families gather and celebrate this time as a
family unit, let us not forget our neighbors, friends and families.
Also, even though things have slowed down considerably let us not forget about membership with
the new initiatives in place we can bring new members into our councils, until the end of year any
gentleman joining will have his dues paid for one year. What a perfect way for someone to start out
the new year as a Knight of Columbus.
Your New Mexico State Council holds a monthly degree of Charity, Unity and Fraternity to bring in
new members or advance brothers in their degrees let us not forget as we get newly advanced
brothers that they are now eligible to hold an officer’s position in their local councils and we all
know one of the best ways to keep a man coming back is by putting them to (work), and in doing so
they stay.
Anthony Salazar
State Warden

Membership Director Jimmy Beasley
It’s time to go fishing!
The days are slowly growing longer and, who doesn’t feel a touch of springtime in the air? After many
grueling months of this persistent Coronavirus wreaking havoc upon us, there seems to finally be
some good news with the easing of the pandemic. Thanks be to God for that.
I don’t know about you all but, I’m sure feeling that itch to go fishing. I really enjoy gathering up my
gear and bait to hit my favorite fishing hole. I can hardly wait to wet a line. Depending on what I’m
trying to catch, I might start by throwing a fancy fly, spinner, or spoon. If that doesn’t work, offering
some live (or not so live) bait might just get that fish to strike. I might even land a “keeper” every now
and then although, I might find myself in another long dry spell. If I just can’t seem to get a nibble or
two it’s no big deal. I can always throw a little chum in the water to spark some interest. My thing is,
if I’m not fishing, I ‘m not going to catch any fish! So, I will just keep at it, one cast at a time, over
and over again. Some will bite now. Some will bite later. Some won’t bite at all. Those are the facts.
Recruiting new members and their families into the council is a lot like fishing. First, we need to be
“feeling that itch” If there’s no urge to recruit new members into the council, it will not happen! It’s
rare that a prospect just shows up and says, “I want to jump in that boat with you” without a little
chumming. What do councils want or need to “catch” those new members? Don’t we want to share
all the good things we have as Knights of Columbus with other Catholic families? Don’t we need new
folks to help with council projects and programs? How about the new guy’s ideas on faith sharing or
finding better ways of serving the elderly in community? What is our council doing for our youth
during these trying times? Let’s find that itch.
Just like fishing, councils must have their “recruiting” gear ready to hook those new members. Our
tackle box is already filled with all the cool riggings that are available for us to successfully recruit
new members. Between our membership training, Delta Church Drives, Prospect Page Program, Free
On-Line Membership, Combined Charity, Unity, and Fraternity Exemplification degrees (On-line,
On-Demand and Virtual) the council’s tackle box has a wealth of tackle at our disposal. If we add the
support of our Supreme and State Councils, Program Directors, and District Deputies, we have
everything that we need to head down to the fishing hole (our parish community) and wet a line
(recruit new prospective members).
We just need to use the right bait to lure new member families into council. For some, it might be the
Fraternal Benefits offered through the Knights of Columbus that produces that strike. Many families
will find comfort in knowing they are well protected. For others, the appeal of supporting and
strengthening their parish and local community with the Faith in Action (Faith, Family, Community,
and Life) programs might just be the catch. Still others may jump at the offer of Free Online
Membership for a Year incentive. The best thing about the baits we use to bring in new member
families, they will work if we use them and, there is no catch limit.
If councils are not actively recruiting, we will not be bringing new member families. Some will join
now. Some will join later. Some won’t join at all. Those are the facts. Just keep at it by inviting every
eligible Catholic man to join our ranks (keep on casting). So, now that the days are warming and the
pandemic is fading, let’s all go fishing! Who’s in?

Program Director Anthony Romero
My Brothers All,
One of the greatest gifts of living in New Mexico are the magnificent daily sunrises that
greet us each day with its rays of warmth and light. As Brother Knights, we are blessed to
be able to share our rays of warmth and light with our fellow parishioners and our
communities. During this pandemic, we have stepped up to help and to lead. Our fellow
brothers and sisters see us as a ray of hope, a ray of caring and a ray of love. We have
shown our communities that the Knights of Columbus does not discriminate but treats every
one of Gods children with the respect and love that Jesus preached to his apostles. I am very
proud to be a member of this order as I hear from people throughout the state on how the
Knights have helped them, especially now during this pandemic.
The sun will rise again tomorrow and with it, new levels of loosened restrictions for many
counties throughout New Mexico. What does this mean for us? It means that we can do
more for our parishes and communities while maintaining the safety protocols that we have
all become accustomed to.
We can continue to be a visible and viable resource for our communities. We can continue
to share our ray of love and hope.
Reminder that all state award submittals must be submitted to our Worthy State Executive,
Kerry Morley, in an electronic format by March 1st. NO HARD COPIES WILL BE
ACCEPTED. All requirements and Rubrics for each category are located
at http://www.nmkofc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2019-2020-Rubrics.pdf
My family and I continue to pray for each and every one of you and your families daily to
remain safe and healthy during this pandemic. May God continue to bless each and every
one of you.
VIVAT JESU!
Anthony L. Romero
NM State Program Director
Knights of Columbus
505-231-4080

Family Director Richard Garcia
Dear Brother Knights
I hope you and your families are doing well!
The main items that I would like to direct are promoting programs as we begin the
season of Lent, the continued transition of program reporting to the online #10784
form, and, most importantly, hearing from you about what programs councils you are
running.
We as true devout Catholics must not only join together but also get the word out in
our parish communities in ending abortion. You know the three anti-life bills being
proposed to the state legislature, (HB 7, SB 10, SB 47) have been approved by the
first committee and have been forward to the second committee.
We all must all continue to pray for a culture of life in New Mexico and the defeat of
these anti-life bills.

We must all contact your legislators and ask them to support life from conception
until natural death.

Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,
Richard Garcia
State Family director
New Mexico Knights of Columbus

Community Director Steve Budenski
Greetings Brothers and Families,
Our community must be praying for the great things in life and twice as much for the bad
things that we have no control over. The elderly and the health compromise people are
getting Covid19 shots if they want them. Our President will do his best for the COVID-19
vaccine be distributed to the states. The states must handle the action of getting the vaccine
to the people who wants them. AMEN.
Heya, Brother Knights the ending of the Fraternal Year is here and starting March 1 digital
reports for the State from the councils must be submitted to State Executive Assistant
(SEA) Kerry Morley. If any councils want to reach out to the State Program Directors or
Officers for assistance, we are here for all the people.
My council 15788 has the Columbian Award in their pocket. The only hard thing is
membership with the churches. E-members are easy when churches are open, and councils
are doing their missions in the church. The council is being seen doing activities in the
community. Joining the Knights is even easier than before the pandemic. Physically being
seen than communicated in a digital format with no social contact because of the pandemic.
A way to adapt for our Knights to get these new members in our council and working in the
digital ways for our Church and Community. Is it easy I say—it is if a night knows how
digital communications are done or must find a council knight to help their council!!!
State Councils of New Mexico turn in your best activities in each of the 4 Faith in Action
(FIA) categories on STSP digital form to SEA. It can be Leave No Neighbor Behind
reporting for the Community or Family. In addition, Supreme features programs such as
Food for Family. I want to thank the State Deputy and Program Directors in having virtual
activities to assist councils to attain their Star Council thru the Columbian Award (CA) with
FIA activities due 6-30-2021. A council can submit CA as early as April 2021 per
Ken.White@kofc.org.
As knowledgeable as I am to write about my articles with instructions which are online. I
am learning every day especially with Supreme Webinars that are very much appreciated
and educating the members so much to attain council recognitions.
Best wishes to all Council Community Directors and Deputy Grand Knights to attain
council goals under the pandemic restrictions.
Steven Budenski
State Community Director
VAVS Representative
GK

From First Lady Martina
Hello everyone,
I hope your Valentine’s Day was wonderful. Daniel gave me a dozen white roses they are
still beautiful.
On Ash Wednesday we attended the 6pm mass at St Anne’s Parish in Santa Fe. To my
surprise the church was full, well as far as social distancing is concerned full. There were
people standing in the back of the church also waiting outside to receive Ashes. The
sprinkle of ashes on our heads was different but at least we were able to attend mass. Thank
You Jesus!
Here is a Salmon Patty Recipe Just in time for lent.
Ingredients:
2 eggs
1 ½ cup breadcrumbs
1/3 cup Minced onion
¼ cup milk
1 tbl spoon lemon juice
¼ teaspoon ea. Salt and pepper
Drain Salmon put aside 2 tbl spoons liquid
Combine all ingredients in a bowl add the 2 tbl spoons of liquid as needed.
Spoon out 8 patties Fry in oil or butter until brown on both sides. Green Chili can also be
added to mixture.
Please send in your Articles or recipes.
God Bless us all,
First Lady Martina Vigil

A Prayer for Life
Almighty and loving
God,
You alone are the
Author of Life
and giver of human
rights.
You alone are sovereign
over life and death.
Give to our leaders, and
to each of us,
true conversion of heart
and mind
to act to end the sin of
abortion,
and all sins against life
now permitted under the
law of this land.
Holy Virgin of
Guadalupe,
Patroness of the
Americas and
Patroness of the Unborn
intercede for our
country.
So that all unborn
children,
their mothers and
fathers,
will know the power and
protection
of your maternal love.
May these fervent
prayers of our hearts
be granted in the name
of Jesus Christ,
Our Lord and
Savior. Amen

Culture of Life
Project Defending Life is once again hosting 40 Days for Life this Spring. Last year in 2020 there
were 59 saves and turn-arounds from the sidewalk at the abortion mills in Albuquerque - praise
God!!! - and special thanks to the sidewalk counselors and those who joined them to peacefully pray
and witness for Life!
40 Days for Life starts on Ash Wednesday February 17th. Bring a friend and go to the abortion
mills to pray, fast, and witness for an end to abortion. See schedule below for requested days of
prayer for your church or organization.
The 40 Days for Life Kick-off is on Friday Feb 12th at 10 AM at PDL, 729 San Mateo Blvd in
Albuquerque.
Spring 2021 Schedule, 40 Days for Life Requested Days of Prayer

Annunciation, 2/26, 3/23
Ascension, 3/2, 3/12
Assumption, 2/18, 3/16
Adat Yeshua, 2/19, 3/24
Calvary Alb, 2/19, 3/26
Calvary Belen, 2/24, 3/27
Calvary East, 2/23, 3/26
Calvary Rio Rancho, 2/24, 3/23
Christ the King Anglican, 3/12
Cross Christian Fellowship Rt.66,
2/17, 3/12
Eastern Hills Baptist, 2/20, 3/10
Estancia Valley Parish, 3/20
Faith Bible Church, 2/18
Grace Fellowship, 2/18, 3/11
Heights Cumberland, 3/18
Holy Child Tijeras, 3/20
Holy Family, 3/2, 3/24
Holy Ghost, 2/18, 3/17
Holy Rosary, 2/24, 3/12
Hope Evangelical Free Church,
2/22
Immaculate Conception, 2/25,
3/15
Immaculate Heart of Mary, 2/27,
3/13

Incarnation, 3/2, 3/26
John XXIII, 3/10, 3/24
Knights of Columbus, 2/26, 3/18
Legacy, 2/19, 3/16
Nativity, 2/25, 3/13
New Beginnings, 2/17, 3/12
Newman Ctr UNM, 2/19, 3/9
Olive Tree, 2/19, 3/24
OLO Belen, 2/27, 3/27
OLO Fatima, 3/2, 3/16
OLO Guadalupe, 3/1, 3/22
OLO La Vang, 3/8
OLO Mt Carmel Moriarty, 3/20
OLO Perpetual Help, 2/19, 3/19
OLO Sorrows Bernalillo, 2/20,
3/17
Prince of Peace, 3/5, 3/26
Queen of Heaven, 3/5, 3/18
Risen Savior, 2/26, 3/19
Sacred Heart, 3/2, 3/23
Sagebrush, 2/19, 3/16
San Clemente, 3/5, 3/27

Sangre de Cristo, 3/3, 3/22
San Ignacio, 3/3, 3/22
San Jose, 3/8
San Martin de Porres, 3/15
San Ysidro in Corrales, 3/4, 3/27
St. Alice Mountainair, 3/20
St. Anne, 3/20
St. Bernadette, 2/23, 3/9
St. Charles Borromeo, 3/4, 3/25
St. Francis Xavier, 2/17, 3/25
St. Edwin, 2/22, 3/19
St. John Vianney, 2/26, 3/16
St. Joseph on the RG, 3/11, 3/25
St. Jude Thaddeus, 2/23, 3/9
St Therese, 3/3, 3/17
St Thomas Aquinas, 3/5, 3/23
Surrendered Hearts, 2/17, 3/12
UNM Students for Life, 2/19, 3/9
Good Friday, Apr 2: Jericho
Walk for Life

San Felipe de Neri, 2/25, 3/19

40 Days for Life prayer vigils are also being held in Santa Fe, Santa Teresa, Farmington,
Cannon AFB, Silver City, and hundreds of places around the country. 40 Days for Life
calendar sign-ups and more information is available at www.40daysforlife.com

Supreme Chaplain's Monthly Challenge
MARCH 2021
While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to
them, and said, “Take it; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and
gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood of the
covenant, which will be shed for many.” (Gospel for March 28, Mk 14:22-24)
At the Last Supper, Jesus gave us the gift of himself in the Eucharist, our essential
spiritual food and drink, which gives us the life of Christ. We live at a time when many
Catholics do not believe in the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist — the body, blood,
soul, and divinity of Christ under the appearances of bread and wine. May we, brother
Knights, never forget the true nature of the Eucharist nor lose our desire to receive Christ
in the sacrament of the altar.
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to spend 10 additional minutes each Sunday before Mass
preparing to receive the Eucharist and 10 minutes after Mass in thanksgiving for this gift.
Second, I challenge you to assist your brother Knights in the Faith in Action Sacramental
Gifts program to help your fellow parishioners understand the great gifts of the
sacraments.
Questions for Reflection:
Do you examine your conscience before receiving holy Communion and go to confession
first, if necessary? Do you show reverence for Christ in the Eucharist in such a way that
you witness to the Real Presence to your family and fellow parishioners? During the
consecration, are you attentive to the mystery taking place at the altar?

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Council 17083
Novena for Life

NEW Program Option: Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour
For the remainder of the 2020-21 fraternal year, this prayer program can be used as a substitute for the
Pilgrim Icon program in the Faith category of Faith in Action. This prayer hour is centered on the
Rosary, with reflections based on the life of Blessed Michael McGivney and the writings of recent
popes. Click Here to Learn More

Faith in Action - Faith Programs

Faith in Action - Family Programs

REFUND SUPPORT VOCATIONS
PROGRAM (RSVP) (FEATURED)

FOOD FOR FAMILIES (FEATURED)

Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with
our priests and religious.

The goal of Food for Families is to ensure that
as few as possible go to bed hungry each night.

A Higher Purpose

A Higher Purpose

Keep the faith alive by supporting our
seminarians and postulants. As the strong right
arm of the church, Knights of Columbus are
committed to providing moral, financial and
spiritual support to our future priests and
religious at all stages of their formation. A
featured program, RSVP counts for two credits
toward the Columbian Award.

Help end hunger in communities across North
America. Many people in our communities are
struggling through hardship and unable to
provide food to their families. Food for
Families ensures that as few as possible go to
bed hungry each night. A featured program,
Food for Families counts for two credits toward
the Columbian Award.

Overview
Overview
Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with
our priests and religious. Through this
program, council and parish families will raise
funds to support seminarians in their area. For
every $500 given to an individual, the Supreme
Council will refund the council or assembly
$100. The maximum refund a council or
assembly can receive is $400 per individual
supported. Though financial support is vitally
important, it is not the only aspect of the
RSVP. Councils are also called to provide their
“adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with
moral support and prayers for their success.
RESOURCES

Knights of Columbus are committed to helping
end hunger through the Food for Families
Program which has donated millions of dollars
and millions of pounds of food toward this
cause. Council and parish families will raise
funds to support their local food pantries, food
banks and soup kitchens. For every $500 or
1,000 pounds of food donated, the Supreme
Council will refund $100 back to the council –
up to a maximum of $500 per council per
fraternal year. Though in-kind donation of food
is valuable, leaders of hunger-relief
organizations often comment that financial
contributions can be stretched even further and
allow nonprofits to procure the exact items
needed by the organization and its clients.
RESOURCES

Faith in Action - Community Programs

Faith in Action - Life Programs

COATS FOR KIDS (FEATURED)

SPECIAL OLYMPICS (FEATURED)

Coats for Kids FAQs

The Knights of Columbus has a unique
partnership with the Special Olympics and has
helped disabled athletes train for and compete
in games around the world.

Provide warmth for deserving children during
cold winter months.
A Higher Purpose
Councils across North America can purchase
new winter coats at a discount to be distributed
to the children in need in their local
communities. A featured program, Coats for
Kids counts for two credits toward the
Columbian Award.
Overview
Provide warmth for children in need during
cold winter months. The goal of the Coats for
Kids program is to ensure that no child in
North America goes without a coat during the
winter season. Through the dedication of
councils across the United States and Canada,
hundreds of thousands of new winter coats
have been distributed to children since program
inception.
RESOURCES

A Higher Purpose
Celebrate the worth and dignity of
every human being through the Special
Olympics. Knights of Columbus councils can
work with Special Olympics affiliates to
determine how best to fund, sponsor or
volunteer for events in the local community.
Overview
The Knights of Columbus has a unique
partnership with the Special Olympics and has
helped disabled athletes train for and compete
in games around the world. Knights of
Columbus councils have assisted with all
aspects of the program from fundraising to
feeding the athletes, organizing, and judging
events, and providing equipment and awards.
Without the support of the Knights, participants
would not be able to train for the events that
they love. Participating councils provide at
least $2,000 in donations or 200 service hours
in a fraternal year.
RESOURCES

Congratulations New Mexico State Council Essay Winners
2020 –2021 Essay Topic
How trusting in God during a difficult time has helped you or someone you know find the
strength and hope to endure it.

Gabriella Manzanares
8 Grade Winner, Our Lady of Sorrows, Council 7633
th

Trusting in God during a difficult time has helped me and someone else because during
this Covid-19 pandemic I have prayed so much that my family as well as other people
didn't get Covid and that everyone would stay healthy. The next day the number of cases
started to go down. I started to wonder if God heard/listened to my prayer. No one in my
family has gotten Covid or has gotten sick during this pandemic. How this has impacted
my life is it got stressful on my family and I. This was stressful to my family because my
uncle and cousin don't have a good immune system. This taught me a lesson, the lesson
taught to me was to have faith in what you believe. I believed my uncle and family would
stay healthy and I prayed and God heard my prayers and helped.
Another time I trusted in God during a difficult time and how it helped me is when my
parents passed away. Almost every night my sister and I prayed that everything would
get easier after they were gone. Things got hard because my family didn't know where or
who was going to take my sister and I in. My sister and I were scared, we were scared
that life wouldn't be easy and no one would want to take care of us. We prayed almost
every night and hoped we would have a roof over our heads and food in our stomachs, we
did and we are thankful. My sister and I started living with my uncle and auntie, we have
been living with them for a year and a half. It has been really fun, I have learned so much
and have been taught lessons I didn't know I would need to be taught. They are trying
their hardest to raise 2 more children. The lesson I learned here is to be thankful for what
you have, how this fits in with this difficult time I went through is my sister and I are
very thankful for being able to have a family to take care of me and teach me.
A time I have been in a challenging/difficult situation is now with this online learning.
This online learning has been difficult for me because I am the type of person who needs
hands-on learning, I need to be taught face to face and not over a computer and camera.
Another thing is my teachers don’t teach how to do the assignments they give us, only
one of my teachers goes through the problems with us and that is my math teacher, they
just show us WHAT we are learning/doing not HOW to do it. I have prayed that it would
get easy and I asked God if he could help me and. make this a little bit easier on me or
give me confidence to keep going and ask for help. This was stressful to me because I
didn't get taught what needed to be taught to me. The lesson I learned was to ask for help
when needed. This helped me because every day I ask a new question and I get an answer
back.

Sophia Parra
9th Grade Winner, Cathedral Basilica St. Francis of Assisi, Council 1707
How I Found the Strength and Hope to Endure Through My Personal Crisis
Do you ever wonder why the only time we really think about Jesus is during a crisis'? I
sometimes wonder why it took my father’s illness for me to get closer to Jesus. I grew up in a
Catholic home with my parents taking me to mass every Sunday. sending me to religious
education classes. and making sure I completed my sacrament obligations: however, I never was
close to Jesus or understood why I had to learn about him. All this changed when I found out that
my father was very sick because he had Stage III Gastric Cancer. I was scared, depressed, and
had no one to tum to. This is the point in my life when I found Jesus and turned to him for help.
In praying to Jesus for help to find the strength and hope to endure my father's illness, I started to
learn about the spiritual meaning of the Mass. the Rosary. and the Sacraments.
Before my father’s illness. I would go to mass every Sunday with my family and not pay
attention. I used the time to think about my friends, schoolwork, what else I could be doing, etc.
After I found out that my father was very sick and would probably not survive, I started praying
to Jesus for help. I started looking forward to attending mass every Sunday so that I could pray
for my father's health. In doing so. I started to listen to what the priest had to say during the
Liturgy of the Word and to learn about the meaning of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. For example,
I learned that the second reading always comes from the New Testament. I remember one of the
readings that touched my heart and gave me hope, "So do not fear, for lam with you; do not be
dismayed, for lam your Jesus. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand (Isaiah 41:10)."
During my father's medical treatment, I started to pray the Rosary every night with my family and
friends. We always prayed for my father's health. Being surrounded by my family and friends
gave me hope that my father would survive. More importantly, saying the Rosary brought me
closer to Jesus. I learned through the mysteries of the Rosary that Jesus gave his life for us and he
is here to help us in our time of need. For example, in the Glorious Mystery of the Resurrection of
Jesus, I learned to have faith in Jesus. I believe that Jesus rose on the third day after his
crucifixion to guide us in our life. This belief gave me hope that Jesus would help my father to
rise from his sickness and to let him live.
Before my father went into his surgery to have his cancer tumor removed, I made sure he had
received all of his sacraments. It was important to me to verify that my father had been baptized
into the Church. I learned that my father was born a pre-mature baby and was immediately
baptized when he was one week old because no one expected him to live. I also learned that my
grandparent's best man and bride at their wedding where the godparents whom baptism my father.
Furthermore, my mother asked a visiting priest at the hospital to give my father the anointing of
the sick sacrament before his surgery. Seeing my father receive this sacrament gave me
reassurance that Jesus would be there watching over my father during surgery and gave me hope
that my father would come out fine from the surgery.
My father's surgery was a success! The doctor removed the cancer tumor from his stomach before
it could spread throughout his body. Today, he is healthy and alive. I give thanks to Jesus every
day for saving my father's life. It took a difficult time in my life to find Jesus and to believe in
him. Now that I found Jesus, I look forward to attending mass every Sunday and listening to the
readings. I especially enjoy getting together with my family to pray the Rosary and attending the
religious education classes to learn more about my favorite subject—the life and teaching of Jesus
Christ.

Audriana Valencia
10th Grade Winner, Our Lady of Sorrows, Council 7633
When my cousin was born, he was born with a tumor in his head. They were doing
surgery on his head, my aunt and uncle were terrified and nervous. The doctor came out
with
the news that he had died on the operating table. My aunt and uncle cried more than
anything, my aunt had prayed and prayed for him to be okay, then all of a sudden she had
this breath of relief and something told her that everything was going to be okay, the next
minute the Doctor came out and said that my cousin was alive and everything is okay, but
they basically told my parents that he was going to be a vegetable for the rest of his life
because he’s paralyzed on the right side of his body and he wouldn't be able to walk for
the rest of his life. And nope, My aunt had him walking around in a baby walker until he
was able to walk on his own. My cousin did Basketball, Soccer, and wrestling through
Middle school and High school. He got scholarships for wrestling. My cousin is the
greatest athlete 1 have ever seen. He is the strongest man I know. He is an amazing
brother, cousin, and uncle I have ever seen. I aspire to be as good as him, as an athlete,
and as a person. He pushes me to do my best, and to be better and stronger than him.
That is what prayer, having faith, and believing gives you. An unexpected miracle.
When my team and I wrestled in Roswell, my friend had a picture of her Grandpa and she
was praying that she won and that she wouldn't let him down, and she was doing it for
him. So I started praying for her as well. She ended up winning the match because she
did her part and God did his. She is another great wrestler that inspires me.
When my uncle was sick in the hospital with pneumonia, we prayed that he would get
better, they let him out a few days later and he was in perfect condition. See, God does so
much for us and we don't even see it. I wonder how many people actually thank God after
they get out of the hospital alive or when they get in a car crash and are still alive. I
wonder how many people wake up every morning and thank God for waking them up. 1
wonder how many people thank him for keeping them safe while they go to and from
places.
When I was younger 1 had some near death experiences, and I knew God was there
because nothing extremely bad happened to me. He kept me safe through those scary
times, and 1 will always have faith in God no matter what anyone tells me.
God put us in this beautiful thing called, "life", and people take it for granted. I don't
think anyone understands how important it is to go to Church and to pray to God. I pray
to God almost every night, he hasn't answered most of them, but he'll answer them when
it is the right time.
That is how prayer helped me and someone I know.

Louis Lingat
11th Grade Winner, Nuestra Señora Del Rosario, Council 10517
The high school experience has been an interesting and wild ride so far. That being said every
roller coaster has its low points. I haven't always been the most sociable person in fact in my
younger years I was incredibly shy. As a result for most of middle school, I was alone, and being
alone led to one of if not these lowest points in my life. Rather than waste my time socializing or
trying to make friends I was dedicated to my studies and although I was alone success kept me
content. For the most part, I could keep my emotions under control but then hormones struck and
my mental state went out the window.
Days melded together and soon I couldn't tell the difference between days in the week. Soon the
grades that I prided myself on no longer gave me satisfaction or happiness. 1 felt hollow as if
nothing had meaning. Food lacked its taste and when I wasn't frustrated with schoolwork all I felt
was nothing. It was as if my entire world went from vivid color to grey. Soon my anger from
schoolwork boiled over and I ended up lashing out at those around me. It made my relationship
with my parents strenuous, to say the least, and my little brother hated my guts because of how I
acted. At the same time I strayed from God I didn't place trust in him and I rarely said or even
attempted prayer except for when I needed something. Crying myself to sleep became a nightly
occurrence and I still never tried to reach out for help or even tried praying. Whenever I had an
issue my parents told me to just pray on it and I despised that answer. In my mind prayer has
done and will not do anything for me.
I was lost and had no direction. I didn't understand how to fix myself and even when I did go to
church t didn't listen to the words being said. I just used it as a time to think of and loathe myself
and as such not just my mental health but my physical health degraded heavily. Eventually, even
the one thing that I prided myself on left. I stopped caring about it all and I didn't know what I
wanted. Eventually, even the anger faded and all I felt was neutral. It was as if my soul was blank
and as my life fell apart around me the only thing I wanted any more was just to feel happiness or
anything other than nothing. My childish actions of the past had alienated me from my peers and
parents. One night I couldn't sleep and out of pure desperation, I prayed. Sleep was the only time
where my brain shut off and my body finally felt at peace. I prayed for hours. It wasn't named or
organized prayers; it was more like hopeless begging. Eventually, instead of the nothing I always
felt, it was replaced with this feeling of warmth like I was lying on a beach somewhere rather
than my bed and for the first time in months I went to sleep with a dry pillow.
I tried it again night after night to varying degrees of success but eventually, 1 had it down. Once
a night I had a small private conversation with God and it helped me destress and it gave me an
emotional release. I began paying attention in Mass again instead of using it as a time to think of
myself. I came to realize that even if that homily had nothing to do with my issues I could find
my own interpretation and still use it to help me find a purpose for that day. This didn't happen
overnight; it took I'd say months. It went well into my ninth-grade year. It wasn't all bright side
however I had to eventually confront the actions of my past. I apologized to my friends and
family. Coming to terms with the things that I said and done was probably the second hardest
thing I had to go through at that time. Eventually, I finally made amends with the people in my
life that I hurt deeply. Bit by bit piece by piece my life came back together and I couldn't have
done it without God's help. In my darkest point, he was my only confidant and for that, I will be
eternally grateful.

Sophia Rio Chavez
12th Grade Winner, Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, Council 16353
Unshakable Faith
From a young age, I have had a stable relationship with God, however I didn't live my life with a purpose
within his name. At the age of ten, my family and I moved to Saint Thomas Aquinas, Newman Center,
where I met several students and created strong friendships. I later joined the Youth Group at the Newman
Center where the relationship with my peers and with God grew exponentially as together we served the
community. Each year we volunteered with Youth Works where we traveled to different towns to assist
them with their needs such as painting and working with their children. My experiences helped me grow in
my appreciation in all that God has given me. However, the secureness of my faith today wouldn't be as
strong had it not been for a traumatic experience that occurred after attending a conference called,
"Steubenville of the Rockies."
During the three day conference, our group attended several talks where guest speakers helped us connect
with our faith. Then on June 23, 2019, we gathered our things to head home on our charter bus. About an
hour and a half into our drive home, our bus veered of the road and crashed into a ditch on the side of the
highway a few miles outside of Pueblo, Colorado. The bus driver and seminarian, Jason Marshall, lost their
lives while my mom and another parent were ejected from the bus. As chaos arose and fear hit our minds,
my first reaction was to calm everyone down by praying the Hail Mary. Then, more terror hit as I could not
find my mom. Once we made our way through the broken glass and got out of the bus that was at risk of
tipping over, I found my mom who had been thrown about 60 yards from the crash. She has suffered
several injuries ranging from a broken femur, broken clavicle to a huge laceration on her skull. I was afraid
that I was going to lose her that day as she was in critical condition and needed several surgeries.
After spending four days in Pueblo, Colorado, with my mom and family waiting to be transferred back to
Albuquerque, New Mexico, the question of "why did God let this happen" kept spinning in the heads of
everyone involved in the crash, as we grasped for answers. This question had a huge impact on a lot of my
youth group as they felt abandoned and frustrated and their faith m God was questioned. They couldn't
understand why this had to happen and lives had to be lost when traveling home from a Catholic
conference. As Catholics, I believe we are always looking for answers from God, and when we don't get
those answers, we feel frustrated and forgotten. Nevertheless, I now feel as though we don't always need an
explanation for an event, but instead we endure tragedy to share our experiences.
The day of the crash will always be remembered not because I went through a traumatic experience, but
because I had received so many signs from God letting me know we were going to be alright and that God
was with us: a bus pulled over to help us once we crashed and it happened to be a group that had also been
on the Steubenville trip; once we got to the hospital, a preacher by the name of Pastor Mike jumped from
room to room providing us with updates on one another and gave us words of encouragement; and lastly,
my family and I arrived at our hotel at two o'clock in the morning only to find the youth group who had
stopped and helped once we crashed. We were given the chance to thank each and every one of them.
Whenever I have a day where I feel as though my faith is weakening, I look back and remember all that
happened and am overwhelmed with gratefulness. Instead of forcing an answer out of God, each experience
that we go through allows us to grow in our faith if we chose to do so. I believe God put us through the bus
crash because he saw something within our little church youth group. We were chosen to survive and to
find the blessings which help us talk about our experience while helping others restore their faith. While
lives were lost and bodies were broken, my purpose and faith m God's love is unshakable.

Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest
Congratulations to the State Council Winners

Abigail Long (5-7)

Elizabeth Long (8-10)

Brooklyn Augustine (11-12)

In the Know
Membership Incentives
New Mexico Councils who reported recruiting new members during January (1 each) include councils;
3137 Los Alamos, 3448 Farmington, 4227 Albuquerque, 8281 Truth or Consequences, 95041 Cannon AFB,
and 10515 Santa Fe. Each of these councils will have $25 in the name of the council placed into the NMSC
Ultrasound Fund and can be reported as a Life Program. All councils are encouraged to recruit new
members prior to March 31 to be able to take full advantage of this worthy incentive. Recruit new members
and help save lives.
The additional January Membership Incentive Winners include Council 3448 Farmington for the One
Member Per Council Per Month Incentive drawing, and Council 8281 Truth or Consequences for
the Highest Percentage Recruiting Council Incentive at 25%. Each Council will receive a $100 prize from
the New Mexico State Council. Who's next?

Supreme Training
If you are looking for a little fun and want to learn something at the same time, please check out one of the
many learning webinars available over the next few months. All you have to do to spread the fun is
forward this email to the Grand Knights in your District, and then they and their teams can register for any
of the webinars available. Below you will see the upcoming Western Territory Supreme Training Schedule
for the month of March 2021. The links below will help them to register for the sessions they choose to
attend.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DISTRICT DEPUTY BASIC TRAINING
FAITH IN ACTION (How a District Deputy Can Help!)
GRAND KNIGHT BASIC TRAINING
COUNCIL GROWTH AND THE DELTA CHURCH DRIVE SYSTEM
YOU ARE YOUR PROGRAMS
ENHANCING MEMBER EXPERIENCE BY CREATING A CULTURE OF ENGAGEMENT
SURFIN’ SAFARI (KofC.org)
WORKING WITH YOUR PASTOR
NEW MEETING GUIDELINES

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
Viva Cristo Rey
Kenneth White
Regional Training Director-Western Territory
203-500-4096
ken.white@kofc.org

Conduct Local Virtual or In-Person
Exemplifications
Hold a local or in-person or virtual
exemplification to personally welcome new
members into the Order. The Supreme Council
continues to offer the Exemplification of Charity,
Unity and Fraternity on-demand. This is a great
opportunity to welcome online members to council
participation.
Be Active and Visible on Social Media
It is critical to be in touch with brother Knights and
prospects. Utilize your council social media
accounts to promote the Knights of Columbus and
membership in your council. The KofC YouTube
page has a number of videos that are great for
posting and sharing. Click here for a guide to setting
up social media accounts and a FAQ on using social
media.
Fraternal Programs Report Form #10784 - Enter
Online
The Fraternal Programs Report Form integrates data
previously collected on individual program report forms.
This form should be completed online by a member of
the council after the completion of every Faith in Action
program. Watch this training video for more information
on when and how to complete this form. Please
report ALL program participation through the online
#10784 form.
The following forms have been discontinued and should
be reported solely through the online #10784 form:
• #4584 Special Olympics Report Form – Due January
31st
• #10071 Global Wheelchair Mission Report Form –
Due June 30th
• #10668 Family of the Month Form – Due by the 15th
of each month
• #10675 Coats for Kids Report Form – Due June 30th
• #10697 March for Life Report Form – Due June 30th
• #10729 Habitat for Humanity Report Form – June 30th

State Service Programs Award Rubrics
http://www.nmkofc.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/2019-2020-Rubrics.pdf
Family of the Month
Through, the Family of the Month program
recognizes exemplary families who have stepped
into the breach together and model faith and charity.

Retention
The Retention Committee examines reasons why
Knights become inactive and let their membership
lapse, plans programs to conserve the council's
membership and anticipate and solve problems that
may cause membership suspensions.
The deputy grand knight should be named to the
position of retention chairman and his committee be
composed of the council's trustees.
After discovering problems, the committee should
work with council officers to remedy them.
This committee plans programs to conserve the
council's membership and anticipate and solve
problems that may cause membership suspensions.
Retention Chairman
Appoint a committee to work with the Financial
Secretary on updating member contact
information. It is essential that a council have a valid
phone number and email address for every member
on the roster. Use personal contacts, parish
directories, internet searches, etc. to help gather the
information.
Officers Online Access
The grand knight, financial secretary, and advocate
have access to Officers Online. If you have
misplaced your Invitation Code, you can call
the Customer Service Department (800) 3809995, option 2 for assistance.
New Form for Reporting Fraternal Benefits
Seminars
Fraternal Mission has released a new form that
general agents must use to report council fraternal
benefit seminars, which have replaced council
insurance quotas. The form (F11077)
, which has been made available to your general
agents, will help identify promotional activities that
will drive attendance.
Remember: no minimum attendance is required, but
councils must make every effort to promote these
great seminars, must send an email announcement to
all council members, and must do at least two of the
following: promote the seminar on social media,
announce the seminar in parish bulletin(s), announce
the seminars at Mass, and/or invite all council
prospects to attend.
These seminars will help us inform our brother
Knights, prospective members and their families
about all of the tremendous fraternal benefits
available to them!

Safe Environment Program

Fraternal 'How To' Video Library

Effective immediately, councils in which a grand
knight also holds the program, community and
family director roles will NOT be considered
compliant with the Knights of Columbus safe
environment program.

Follow along the step-by-step Forms videos as you
complete the Fraternal Programs Report (#10784),
or learn more about council meetings, Officers
Online, Member Management and Member Billing,
and more! To access the library,
visit kofc.org/membership, click on the
blue "Training & Webinars" button, then click
the "Fraternal 'How To' Videos" box.

Also, Praesidium is moving to a new training
platform on April 1, 2021. In order to retain access
to the platform and be compliant, councils are also
now required to provide email addresses for its
grand knight, program director, community director
and family director. Click here for more
information.
Review the council Safe Environment Member
Status report on Officers Online and provide needed
emails using Member Management.
Member Billing of Officers Online
The Member Billing section of Officers
Online provides an easy and cost-effective way for
councils to process dues assessments. Your council
can save time and money by using this tool. A short
video tutorial is available in the help section.
Reporting on All Council Programs
All Faith in Action programs may be adapted to
meet the unique needs and demands of their council,
parish, and community. Use the Fraternal Program
Report Form (#10784) to report on any and all
council activity within one of the four Faith in
Action categories.
Blessed Michael J. McGivney Medallion
To celebrate the beatification of our founder, Father
Michael J. McGivney, commemorative
medallions* will be awarded to every recruiter who
recruits 5 or more members during the 2020-2021
fraternal year.
*Only recruiters from insurance jurisdictions are
eligible for the Blessed Michael J. McGivney
Medallion incentive.

Virtual Fraternal Operations
When was the last time your council gathered? Is
your council still operating remotely?
Visit kofc.org/fraternaloperations to review all the
tools and guidelines for virtual council meetings,
voting, programs, and more.

KnightsCast
The first episode of KnightCast features Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson sharing his personal
reflections on the significant events of the past two
decades. He gives a rare overview of working with
three Popes, responding to national crises, battling
Covid-19, and expanding our charitable works
throughout the world. In this interview, Mr.
Anderson also discusses our founder’s beatification,
and he shares some of the many meaningful personal
experiences of his term as Supreme Knight.
Sign up for KnightCast Today!

Knights in Action
Congratulations to Our Lady of Sorrows, Council 7633, for being recognized
in the December 2020 Issue of Columbia Magazine.

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/archives/index.html?section=2020

St. Charles Borromeo, Council 10570 Knights installing a Handicap Access
Ramp at the former St. Charles convent that now houses the St. Charles
bookstore and the Council’s new meeting location (thank you Father Vinny for
the new space).

Santa Maria de la Paz, Santa Fe Council 10517
Santa Maria de la Paz Council 10517 in Santa Fe served up Breakfast Burritos
after the 7:30 Mass on Sunday February 21, 2021

Knights of Columbus Insurance

The Knights of Columbus offers a complete portfolio of top-quality products to our members and their eligible
family members:
Permanent Life Insurance – Insure Your Life for Life
Term Life Insurance – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs
Retirement Annuities – Give Yourself a Paycheck for the Rest of Your Life. Guaranteed.
Long-Term Care Insurance – Protect Your Assets. Prepare for the Future.
Disability Income Insurance – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury

VALUABLE ASSISTANCE AND PROGRAMS FOR CATHOLIC FAMILIES

Click on the shield for more information.

Saint John Paul’s Prayer For Peace

Lord Jesus Christ, who is called the Prince of Peace,
who are yourself our peace and reconciliation,
who so often said, "Peace to you," grant us peace.
Make all men and women witnesses of truth, justice,
and brotherly love.
Banish from their hearts whatever might endanger peace.
Enlighten our rulers that they may
guarantee and defend the great gift of peace.
May all peoples on the earth
become as brothers and sisters.
May longed for peace blossom forth
and reign always over us all.
- Pope John Paul II
“Most important, we were all given a Rosary at our First Degree Exemplification, NOW, is the time to pray it
daily. Now is the time for us to Unite as brothers and help each other and our neighbors. Stand up as a
Knight, do your part. PRAY often and help others”.
Brother Raul Griego, San Felipe Council 14254

Knight’s Prayer

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all the activities of our Order.
Keep us true to our pledge, to extend the kingship of thy
Divine Son on earth.
Through Thine intercession, win for us the grace, ever to exemplify
in our public and private lives, the virtues that should characterize
those especially dedicated to the service of the heavenly court. Make us always
aware that as your Knights, we are constantly observed, our faith judged,
and our Order appreciated.
Accept, O Mary, this renewed pledge of fealty and devotion,
of Thy Servants, the Knights of Columbus.

o submit articles for the Newsletter please send them to nmkcnews@gmail.com by the 10th
of the month for the next month’s publication. Please send in a word (.doc) format and
photos in a .jpg format

