KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
St. Genevieve Council 13969 Las Cruces, NM.
www.kofc13969.com

MARCH 2021

SPECIAL EDITION
2014

Council Officers
2020-2021

Covid-19 Pandemic

GRAND
KNIGHT’S
MESSAGE

Grand Knight

Jaime Flores 993-8634
jm-flores@hotmail.com
Deputy Grand Knight

Jose Tapia 649-6525
Tapcharlie52@gmail.com
Chancellor

Robert Ponzini 719-291-5665
rponzini@comcast.net
Recorder

Bob Mickells 303-918-3594
suncruiser55@gmail.com
Financial Secretary

Jaime Rivera 644-6942
jriverside57@gmail.com
Treasurer

Ruben Salcido 202-9133
deboyrps@yahoo.com
Lecturer

Lucio Telles 520-0691
Advocate

Gilbert Perez 642-4131
gil.per@zianet.com
Warden

Alberto Grijalva 571-5211
agrijalva190@gmail.com
Inside Guard

Luis Garcia 544-1142
lbgarcia45@gmail.com
Outside Guard

Andres Garcia 993-9643
agarciakc@gmail.com

Brothers and Ladies,
It has been one year since COVID-19 was
declared a global pandemic. We were faced
with many uncertainties in our normal life.
March is here and we have started the Lenten
season. The Lenten practices of prayer,
fasting and almsgiving can renew our lives in
Christ. Area parishes offer many spiritual
events during this period so please make
plans to attend one in person and virtual.
With the uncertainty of the future of the
COVID-19 pandemic, our Annual Easter
Dinner we host for the homeless at El Caldito
Soup Kitchen will probably not happen this
year again. I ask we give ourselves and
resources to those who are in need.
Practicing charity is how we can open the
windows of our souls to God’s love and
concentrating instead on the needs of others,
especially the poor and vulnerable. It could
be through prayers, donations and
volunteering at our parish or community.
God Bless and stay safe.
Jaime M. Flores
Grand Knight
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VIRTUAL COUNCIL ROSAIES: When the Covid-19 Pandemic hit us in March of last year, our Grand Knight Jaime
Flores initiated a Family Rosary to be said before each of our virtual council meetings. As a council, we adopted this
family prayer night as our Novena for Life. We intend to continue these prayers until the pandemic is over.

Sir Knight Andres Garcia leads most of our
council and parish Rosaries. He has great
love for Mary, the Mother of Jesus.

Past NM State Executive Assistant Gilbert
Perez has initiated a 4th Sunday Community
Rosary for the sick and deceased.

Grand Knight Jaime Flores has been
the prime mover behind our Rosary
Services during Covid-19.

Brother Richard Archuleta has attended
most of our Rosary Services. He is devoted
to loving and forgiving prayer.

NM State Southern Regional Director Kerry
Morley is a leader in our council.

Brother Frank Sanchez Jr. is devoted to the
Rosary. He is the head of our Parish
Fundraising Group , and we have
nominated him as Knight of the Year.

VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY MEETING WEDNESDAY 24 FEB 2021
When Faithful Navigator Michael Baker took office in July 2020, he started a monthly Virtual
Assembly Meeting using the ZOOM software application. These have been well attended. We usually
have the required 8 members for a quorum, and business has been conducted.

Faithful Navigator Michael Baker has
devoted himself to helping Assembly 3330
remain active during these trying times.

Sir Knight Randy Boyer has been tuned into
almost all of our Virtual Assembly Meetings.

Faithful Scribe John Byers has fought the odds
to make the Assembly Pancake Fundraiser on
21 March a success.

Faithful Trustee Jaime Flores has been a
leader in coming up with innovative ideas to
continue activities virtually and in safe
environments.

Faithful Purser Richard Hoyle serves as NM
State Faith Director. He is working on
numerous “Covid-19 Safe” and Virtual
Activities.

Faithful Comptroller Kerry Morley serves as NM
State Southern Regional Director. He is working
very hard at the State level to maintain Knights of
Columbus programs and activities.
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COUNCIL 13969 ACTIVITIES DURING FEBRUARY:
In spite of the deadly Covid-19 Pandemic, our council has attempted to support necessary St. Genevieve
Parish and local area Knights of Columbus activities. This month there have been four activities: (1) helping
our pastor Fr. Theo Okafor prepare and distribute the ashes for Ash Wednesday in a liturgically proper
manner; (2) assisting Monsignor Juan Moreno in planting his spring rose bushes; (3) supporting El Caldito
Soup Kitchen by picking up food from donating merchants and delivering the food to El Caldito (this is called
“gleaning”); and (4) assisting individuals who have been hospitalized because of the Covid-19 virus. This
month Brother Bob Mickells and Pete Flores, brother of our Grand Knight Jaime Flores, were hospitalized.
See the photos below. Note that Brother Bob Mickells responded happily!

Fr. Theo Okafor blesses the palms before
Deputy Grand Knight Jose Tapia starts the
fire. GK Jaime Flores is taking the photos.

After the ashes cool, Brother Luis Garcia and DPG
Jose Tapia grinding the ashes.

Parishioner Mike Munoz and Grand Knight
Jaime Flores help Monsignor Moreno plant
his spring roses.

Brother Bob Mickells is ecstatic about recovering
from his recent bout of Covid-19 virus,

The fire is started and fed with the old
palms.

The final preparation of the ashes is made
by Grand Knight Jaime Flores.

DGK Jose Tapia, Fr. Theo, and Brother Luis
Garcia watch the fire burn and cool.

Our council assisted Fr. Theo Okafor at the
outdoor Ash Wednesday Mass at St.
Genevieve’s.

Grand Knight Jaime Flores and Brother Lucio
Tellez support El Caldito Soup Kitchen as
gleaners. Lucio at the pickup van.

Brother Lucio loading a large donation of
food items from Toucan Market.

Brother Bob Mickells was put on a respirator
during his recovery. His God-given sense of
humor is obvious from this photo.

Grand Knight Jaime Flores (on left)
assists his brother Pete after rehab
following the Covid-19 virus.
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Valentine’s Day Message from Lady Amy
Apodaca Snowed Upon in Santa Fe

INSURANCE AGENT’S MESSAGE

Hello All from snowed in Santa Fe,
I just want to remind you all that there are meatballs in the
freezer, pasta and sauce on the shelf in the kitchen. Please
make more Meatball Pasta casseroles! Don’t waste the
food. When Matt Ortiz and I cooked the 18 casseroles, it
only took 2 hours to make and clean the kitchen. Please
take this opportunity to make more $ for the church. If
Matt is not really busy, he can be the lead on this.
We did not receive an input from Brother Matt this
month. He likely has important work in these trying
times. Below is last month’s ever-timely report:
Who would have thought we’d see the changes
we’ve seen throughout the world due to the Covid? I’m
so grateful that our Bishop and priests have bravely
continued to serve. Please keep them in prayer and
continue to assist them in your council’s efforts!
We also saw Fr McGivney raised to Blessed – the
final step before sainthood, this past Oct 31. It was so
beautiful to see my friend and fellow agent, our brother
Knight Daniel Schachle and his family be such an
integral part of the celebration, and to remember that
my wife Lydia and I met him and his wife Michelle on
that pilgrimage to Fatima that today we know led to our
beloved founder’s beatification. Please continue to pray
for Fr. McGivney’s intercession and for his eventual
canonization.
Many of us have lost friends over the past year.
Tomorrow (Dec 1) I’ll sing at the funeral for the brother
I mentioned last month, who passed away just a couple
months after joining the Knights of Columbus, and just
6 weeks after he became an insured member. Please
take a moment to think of those you know who could
benefit from protecting their families through our toprated insurance program, and through association with
you and the members of your council. We all know that
the gift of becoming a Knight has changed so many
families for the better. Right now, through the end of
the year, those friends you’re thinking of can join
online, and their first year of membership is free!
Please use the discount code MSELTZER, which has
been set up so that I learn of new brothers quickly.
May God abundantly bless you and your families
this season and in the coming year!

I won’t be back down to Cruces for another 2-3 months, so
please make the casseroles!
Amy Apodaca

_____________
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE
I’m doing great. I want to thank everyone for their prayers.
God does make miracles! My prayers go out to all my
Brother Knights, wives, families, and friends, especially
those who have been affected by the Covid-19 virus. I am
continuing my 10 months of Immune Therapy Treatments,
2 times a month at Memorial. I have 5 more months to go.
My treatments at Memorial should be over in July of this
year. I have been spending most of my time at home,
taking care of my Father. I have also been doing some
volunteer work. This month I helped Fr. Theo prepare the
ashes for Ash Wednesday. That’s Brother Luis and me
grinding the ashes in the photo below!
Vivat Jesus!
Jose Tapia, Deputy Grand Knight

Vivat Jesus!

Matthew Seltzer (575) 494-0912
matthewseltzer@kofc.org
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Don’t Forget our March 20th Fundraiser

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
We celebrate seven birthdays in March. They are: Elias
Bernal – March 13, Daniel Garcia – March 5, Luis
Garcia – March 4, Martha Garcia – March 21, Dave
Lerma – March 10, Frank Sanchez Jr – March 26,
and Tim Thomas – March 31.
This is the Month of Garcias!

Elias Bernal

Daniel Garcia

Martha Garcia

David Lerma

This is the most innovative way that our council
has helped to support the parish during the pandemic

Luis Garcia

Frank Sanchez Jr.

Tim Thomas

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER
Please pray for our special intentions
For the repose of the soul of Lady Josephine Bernal who
died on March 3rd
For Brother Elias Bernal, Lady Julia Holguin, and the
entire Bernal Family

There are six Brother Knights in our council who took
their Entry (1st) Degrees in the month of March. Some,
like Andres Garcia and Alberto Grijalva, have many years
of service, and others, like Adam Vasquez are new to our
Brotherhood. They are: Andres Garcia – 40 years of
service, Alberto Grijalva – 31 yrs, Fr. Alonso
Quinonez – 6 yrs, Dan Seltzer – 9 yrs, and Adam
Vasquez – 5 yrs. This group has given generously of its
time to the Parish and Council.

Andres Garcia

Alberto Grijalva

Daniel Seltzer

For the repose of the soul of our Brother SK Manuel Villa
Repose of the soul of Eddie Flores, brother of GK Jaime Flores
For all those hospitalized with Corona Virus, worldwide
For the recovery from Covid-19 of Brother Bob Mickells and
Pete Flores, brother of Grand Knight Jaime Flores
For the Father of Lady Mary Tellez, Mr. Campos, who passed
For Brother Jim Glasscock
For Monsignor Juan Moreno
Repose of the soul of Lily Lujan, aunt of SK Jaime Rivera
For Deputy Grand Knight Jose Tapia, in his cancer battle
For Lady Kathie Lopez
For Teofilo Tapia, father of DGK Jose Tapia
For our bishop, Bishop Peter Baldacchino
For Father Theo Okafor
For Rogelio Martinez and Fr. Ricardo Bauza
For the repose of the soul of Fr. Ron Burke
Hector Frietze, and all men & women serving in the military
For an end to the Covid--19 pandemic
For those suffering loss from the Covid-19 pandemic
For an end to the unrest that is going on in the Middle East
For the success of Pope Francis’s visit to Iraq

Fr. Alonso Quinonez

Adam Vasquez

Photos of most Brother Knights in St. Genevieve Council
13969 can be found in the ABOUT OUR COUNCIL
section of our website www.kofc13969.com

Please take a moment to post your own special intentions on
our Council website www.kofc13969.com
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Prayer to Father McGivney: .

We had lots of snow here in Las Cruces on
Valentine’s Day:

Our Founder Father Michael J. McGivney

Prayer for the Canonization of
Blessed Michael McGivney
Founder of the Knights of Columbus

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of
the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed
Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family
life and to lead the young to the generous service of
their neighbor. Through the example of his life and
virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more
closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and
building up his Body which is the Church. Let the
inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater
confidence in your love so that we may continue his
work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We
humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney
on earth according to the design of your holy will.
Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present
(here make your request). Through Christ our Lord.
Amen

An Un-scientific, but pictorially potent method of measuring the
severity of the snowfall

The photo above was taken on Valentine’s Day, February
14th, in the back yard of GK Jaime and Lady Cecilia
Flores. It shows that we had about 6 inches of snow. For
Las Cruces, in the late winter/early spring season, this was
a lot of snow! It brought quiet relief. For most of us, it was
a Valentine’s Day Card from God to tell us that our
difficult Covid-19 days are coming to an end.

The New 4th Degree Dress Code. The Message
from Supreme: “We commend all of the faithful Sir
Knights who have proudly worn the Fourth Degree regalia,
bringing much respect to the Order. With the new
Fourth Degree uniform, recently approved by the Board of
Directors, this honor and respect associated with Sir
Knights will remain, and it will open the door more widely
for a new generation to join their ranks. In a spirit of unity,
let us assist with a smooth transition to this new uniform
and encourage it to be worn with great dignity and pride.”

A Favorite Photo – the expression on the face of
a little girl when she saw the Silver Rose: It has
always been the custom of St. Genevieve Council
13969 to host the Silver Rose as it came through New
Mexico on its journey to the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Mexico City. We pray that November
will bring the Silver Rose back to St. Genevieve’s.

Fourth Degree District Marshal Kerry Morely, from St.
Genevieve’s, wearing the new Regalia

6

WISH YOUR BROTHERS A HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ROMEOS: Retired Old Men Eating Out Every Wednesday at
Rosies Downtown

The gang at Rosies (from left): John Frye, Jaime Flores, Ray & Lucio Tellez, Elias Bernal, Ron
Decker, Gilbert Bernal, Bob Mickells, Gilbert Perez, Greg Quinones, Bob Ponzini, & Jesus Frietze
WE WILL START AGAIN AFTER THE PANDEMIC IS OVER !
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